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CONFESSIONS 
AN OXONIAN. 

CHAP, I. 

A KT OF A PRBPICAMBNT.. 
Qv^camqne Mpicias, nihil est nisi pontns et aer. 

The nixt time, I opened my eyes, with 
any ^nse of my condition, I was surprised 
at findu^ myself, in a small room, not much 
larger than the inside of a stage-coach, swing- 
ing, in a kind of crib, which was suspended, 
from the ceiling, the height of above two feet 
above the floor. At the foot of this hammock^ I 
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CONFESSION'S OF 



discerned, through the window, a vast tract of 
water, on every side, and, on raising myself 
up, to take another view of this aquaeous 
prospect, an^ make myself quite certain that I 
was not deceived, by an illusion of fancy, who 
should I behold, by my side, but my dear, 
little, black-«yed Jessica. 

This last object startled me, more than that, 
which had before, Excited my astonishment. 

Do I dream? I exclaimed, rubbing my 
eyes, or am I awake, and in my senses, and 
really perceive myself to be in a cabin, on 
board a'l&hip, and really behold the sea, which 
appears to surround me? Impossible! | 
must be dreaming ! These can he no other 
than the phanton^is of a disordered imagination ! 
Impossible that I should be at sea;, or that 
that face, which, I fancy, can be really that 
of Jessica herself ! 

Here I shook myself again, fully persuaded 
that I must be dreaming. When I was made 
certain of the situation, in which I was, by the 
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AN OXONIAN. 7 

voice of thai f onn, which I could not persuade 
myself was any thii^ more than a vision ; 
its accents broke upon my ear, in lan- 
guage, to the foUowii^ purport 

Not impossible, indeed, is it, that you are, 
really in a cabin, on board ship, or that the 
expanse of waters, which you behold, befi»re 
you, is the sea. Nor do you witiiesa a phan"- 
tom, in the form, by your side : it is, indeed, 
no vision, it is she herself, who loves you, who 
)bas foUpwed you here ; it is, indeed, Jessica 
herselfy who now addresses you. 

Indeed then, is it, Jessica^s self that I see ? 
and is it no vision, no dream, -that I am no 
longer in the s^une spot wher& I last remember 
to have been ? Heayens ! sinc^ it is Jessica 
herself who speaks to iue, let her inform me 
how it happens that I am where I am ? or 
how I can have been transferred, thus sud- 
denly, fron^ the middle of (4ondon, to the 
. middle of the sea ? and why I am in a cabin, 
on board a ship, instead of in my ropw, ^t my 
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hotel, in Covent Gardoi > I €an surely never 
be awak€» orin^my senses! It must* be a 
dreaniy'Wbi^fa^tttits^z&e! ' 

Compose younelf^ intemiqpfted Jessioa, Ifor^ 
sure enough, it was heredf, real. flesh and 
blood, andnoinsion. Your slxength will nol 
bear the i«;itatian, into which you are throwing 
youraelf. You do pot know that, for tfielast 
five days, you have been dreadfully ill, and 
delirious, your hie even despaired of. 

But, dear ^fessica, I exclaimed, with an 
impatience, natural enough, what can tSIL 
that have to do with the &ct of my being 
where I am ? 

It was, entirely, to the state, in which you 
were found, some six days ago, replied 
Jessica, that you owe your presence here. 
It was at a very late period of the night, that, 
some sailors, bel(Higing to this ship, in their 
way doi^n to the Thames, to join it, picked 
you up, at the comer of a street, lying sense- 
less, and Ueeding, and brought you, with 
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them, on bos^d, where, by the medical attend* 
ance, 'which you have received, your life has 
been preserved. In the mean time, the ship 
set sail, and, having a fair wind, soon got out 
of the ChanAel, and is now fairly advanced oa 
its voyage. 

. te^ voyage, whidier? , I exclaimed. 
. Heavens | they had better have let me die, 
in the gutter, than kindly save my life, to 
banish m^ fropi my home, ai^d drive my 
friends distracted, in himting about for me, 
to no pmpqse.. .Put I was bor^.tobe mise-» 
^1^, .a«4 .V^ortunate, and always to he, 
impliqated. in, i^me strange^ unlucky adweqr. 
fcre^ or.x)^her.! ,. ...•/: 

Here, I sunk, exhausted from feebleness, 
apd loss qf breath, and, when a little re- 
coyeri^d, ; I = found Jessica^ leaning, very 
^nxioi«ly» over me, and endeavouring to re-i 
^usci|ate me with aromatic vinegar, which 
she:held to my nostrils. 

P^calm;, she §aid> you will be calm^ Fiu 
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10 CONFESSIONS OP 

sure, if you have any regard for ber, who loves 
you so well. Coiisider the state of feebleness 
in which you are, and, since you cannot 
remedy your present conation, do, for my 
iteJce, whom you say you love, do ^deavout 
not to agitate yourself. 

Well, well! Jessica! I observed, smiling 
upon her lovely, imploring, black eyes, I 
will be calm £hen, which I never should have 
been, had not you been here, my nnnistering 
angd, to console me. But where are they 
taking us? and, by what coincidence is it, 
diat ybu, too, should be in the same predica^ 
ment as myself, torn from your home, and 
banished in diis vile, ricke^ dnp to, God 
knows, whither, or how far off! 

The story is not long, replied Jessica. A 
few minutes before the sailors picked you up, 
and carried you away, I beard a noise fiom 
my bed-foom, whither I had just gc^e^ to 
retire to rest, as of a person, staggering against 
the waU ; whom, on a sudden, I could ^ 
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perceive to have dropped doivn, upon the 
pavement. Thi^ excited my curiosity ; and, 
oa |ookii^ out at the midow; t heh^ ^ 
figure, prostrate at the c<Mr»er qf &e boilBe» 
ti)e feature? of whose face, 1 9ras;able,'^ by t(he 
biiqp-slig^ iodiscem, smd rttc6giiized-&ieof 
as ypur own. • ^ t , > - -^ 

f did dot'heniate, a moment, in d^rmiilii^ 
to go down, and,a8 9oMy, aa^cW^y'coidiey 
yottdntod^e house, am "do^^or ydo, 'ii^ I 
^1^(4^ able, when^lad featnt your Conkfi^ 
^on; HfyM^^ I ne^oiv^, steidel notink 
roused fiomhisbed, which ifat; wha|i»e wcadd 
very little havciliked, nor be suffereil ^Inioif 
any tl^ilg sdb^ut the natter, &L thenex^ 
morning. ' While, hptfever,'i was cle^end? 
ii^ the st^«c^ and, 'beft>re I cotdd un^ 
fasten the door, to let myself out, some 
sadlors, as I have told you, on their way down 
to the river, to take a boat to row to their 
ship, had just raiseil you up, and were carry- 
ing you away with them. 
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12 CpNF£S6riO^*3 OF 

Frightened a3 I was, and doubtf u! what they 
were going to do with you/ I hurried afLer 
jthem, and called out tp thenfi^ ^wo or thrfte 
times, to stop; but they, either not hearing 
m^» or not paying any attention, hastened on, 
lUabriskpace, with their load, anditwasall 
I could do, to get up to them, by the.timq 
Ibey were ready to step into thebqat, wliich 
(}iqr called to the shore. 

I ran, panting, to the hoaMde, and begged 
jbbe ^en in too^ which was all I was able to 
articulate, at that inoment| beipg so much out 
pfbreath* 

. Help the poor lassie, said one of th^ 
sailors, she^a the sweetheart, though I doubt 
whether siic'll bave her Jenmiy long. Hoist 
ier over the boatrside there^ Jack, 

Jn with her, rejoined another; we, must 
lose no time. So I found myself, lying, by 
your side, at the bottom of the boat, before \ 
bad time to recover myself, or ask pem^ussioQ 
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AN OXON14K. 13 

to have you put on shore, and to be allowed 
to take qare of you. 

At this request, when I was able to make 
it, the lassie^s mad, said one of the sailors. 
Why, girl, what makes you think that you 
can take oaie of hiin ? The ]ad'9 a dying 
fast 

Dying! I exclaimed, good God! dying) 
You cannoti^urely mean what yon ^y ! 

Why, kwkat his head, awl s^ what yoii 
tliinli bis ^tasfuss^ pf ^ivii^ }s». vejoihecl the 
sailor. 

With my eyes fuU of teaes, and/half dis^ 
tracted, I feminized, e^^ferly, y6urbe^» of 
ivhich I ha4 not before taken any paFticufa^p 
notice, ai»d peieeived that it wa$ bouj^d round 
with a blue handkerchief^ ^ffaicb, I ^nppose^ 
bad been hastily tie4 pn^ by one of the is^iIqiS) 
when they had first taken you from f b^ pfcver 
ment. This, I CQukf perceive, im^tirejiy^ 
wetted with blood, in tbe p£ir|i9bereit QQ^^mi 
the back of your.head^ aodthis^ (Qgetbfif WHb 
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14 CONFESSIONS OF 

thedreadful^and gha^ly paleness, which over^ 
spread your features, so alarmed and unnerved 
me, that I sunk, senseless, in a swoon, upon 
your neck. 

From this, I was aroused, iti a few minutes, 
by the bustle, and motion, occasioned by 
getting out of the boat, into the ship, at the 
side of which, we had now arrived. One of 
the sailors, quickly, took me on board, under 
his arm, and a piece of tarpauling was let 
down, in which you > were deposited, and 
drawn up. The moment you had been laid 
upon deck, the ship's surgeon examined your 
wound, and had you, instantly, removed to 
the cabin, which you, at present; occupy, and 
has been unremittmg in his attention, from 
the first moment, when you came under his 
hands* 

It .was said that the ship would not set 
sail for two days ; so that, if you had recov- 
^fired before that period, you would have been 
left on sjiore; but tte fever,, which had 
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possessed you, hstving increased, andthewihd' 
proving fair, it was< necessary that the ship 
should not delay to sail, and all po^ibility of 
removing you, being', on account of yow 
dangeiousstate, precluded, yoQ were^ unavoid* 
ably, carried out upon the voyage. 

A3 to myself, from the moment I was 
conscious of your danger, I was determined 
not to leave y6ur side, till I saw the residt of . 
your illness ; and I, therefore, did not hesi- 
tate in making up my mind to follow you, 
though you Aould be carried to the world's 
end. I did not, however,' see the shores of 
Engl&nd fade away, behind me, without 
having dispatched a letter, to inform my 
Mier of all the circumstances of my absence ; 
and, from him, be assured, your friends will 
learn the secret of your loss, should they 
make public enqoiries upon that event. r 

. My father's curses, no doubt, have been 
uUerad upon my head. Yes, he will curse 
his despised, dishonoured^ degraded, and 
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ioadied danghfer, aft all dial is unchaBte and 
Vilef; forqrnl^iigher hoflw^ and abandoning 
her fnettds tck a lovdr, and a Christian too! 
Akta! Heaveir knows diat i lave my fadier ; 
but my regard fti; him oouid tiot control my^ 
4x>mp^iony my^fr-^* 

Poor Jesncft was qw^ overcome. Her 
linther utteraocd lyon impeded by her teais^ 
and Ifnind that it became my duty to a£K)rdy 
intmiit theccmolatwn, wh«chshe had been 
offevingtome. ' 

Nay, tweetj darKiig leBa(»^ t said; nevci' 
dniklr thatyottt &th«f'OMk f<^^80^haT8hlf 
towarik yod. He will ra4s»r'red|^ iM love 
yoathemdre^iforyotkr beihsv()i^liS!i^^4Df htiflHj 
andehflritjc'^ k^kde^HUddaddd^^a tiiA; b]^ 
bis tribe^'lb aid'A ChitsAtn^ in hk'sirfS»fii^^^ 
Bttt^ wfttfi^r heihayft^I^ \fksmdt \k li^y 
utter, wiR be^feU'^tidTiMliMfed^ttt^^ 
the fflghfiiind'idKfic^riminsilidii of fli^Ven ! and, 
beitiviisft itmay/these tears cml be of n6 
^>m, h: divi^ng Oie caxse, wMeb excited 
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them tP jOonri 'Ibeiv qo Qioie of jMani^ o# 
jgriisvingt or idl^ vexatkiii^ deeMt gtA In 
each other'* comiwyy we 'ahall still bek^]^ 
mid still fipid Qonfiobtwn apd pleaame^ tfaoo^ 
exilied CrQm our bome^ and sutdeeied to 
danger^ wfaem weare, asdfte displeastae 
of thoae ve have left. Qoster lof^l dry 
yourtears^ and be pacified; and the oaie stud 
kindness, which youliaveahown m% dall be 
lepaidp as well as it is in my power, iirnpakkig 
you happy so bug as we are toffiiiet^ Look 
Ibrwaid iIiqi>. with joy, to the hour wbicb we 
shall pass with eaob^ o^ier^ and let is con* 
giatuhte oimeives upon tbia bappioass^. 
which accident, has given us, and for vrinch,; 
wehad, else, aghed, in Yidn. 

Je^ca's eyes bad, by tbia lime, brighlened 
up, and, as J finished speaking, her lips, 
involuntarily, JUnk upon my own» and weie 
sealed to them, in one long, fervent kiss, the 
token of our mutual affection. ^ 

Alas ! Jessica^ y6u had made%e love you, 

VOL. III. c \ 
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by the love ytiu had felt, axid shown for ' m^» 
and which it would have been ungrateful not 
torepay, unnatural, nottofeel, for a lovely, 
interesting giri, who had attiended on, and 
watched oVet me, when on the bed of sick- 
ness, and had been faithfully, mindful of me, 
when she could folrget all hefdeare^ relations, 
amd fHends, besides. 

I asked my heart if Lau^ could not havf 
paid(med my Ibve, if she could Imow the 
demands^ which were made upon it; for, io 
Laura, my heart, istill imtravelled, turned, nor 
was the remembrance of her ef&cedi, amidst 
all the gratitude suid tenderness, which I wa^ 
boiuid to feefl, for my faithful, lovely Jewess. 
♦ ♦ ♦ # ' 

I was, now, in the middle of the Bay of 
Biscay, and on board a vessel, bound for 
Bombay. 
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CHAP, n. 



4 CBSW OF ODPITIES, A MISSIONARY^ 
A GERMAN STUDENT* THE FURI-r 
CALOmC SYSTElf • 

In metaphysics, versed right well, 

liess conversant with heaven, than hell ; 

Id speculative donbts, abstracted, 

And, with yagve thepries, distracted-— Anok. 

Inafew days^ I had recovered my strength, 
sufficiently, to be able to leave my cabin, and 
walkabout, upon decl^ I bad, two or three 
times, made up my mind to go on shore, when 
^e ^uld arrive off Lisbon^ and get back to 

J' 
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England, by some merchant-ship or other; 
but, however, I did not adhere to this resolu* 
tion ; for having, now, made an acqu^tance» 
with pne or two very agreeable families, and 
not, by any means, dislil^ng the 9ea-voyage, 
I was perfeptly content to remain in the ship, 
(ill it should reaiCh its place of desdnatioot 
although it might be as far distant, as the 
Japan isles! Besides these inducements for 
mycontmuanjce'onboardy a strong curio^tj^^ 
possessed me, to see the country of the edst^ 
Other fedings too, might* have actuatied me, 1i^ 
determii^ing to make the entire voyage* 

As I was sayings my time was post, veiy 
pleasantly, m the ftooiety of «>nie oae or twp, 
highly agreeable faaiilies. There were, also, 
on board, some one or two, highly disagreer 
able ihmiUes; and some strange ehanicter? 
and oddities, wtuch start up, in every societyt 
witb which one mingles. 

Amongst the oddities of our crew, was a 
little, lat, popper'f^OfnjAexioned, eeedy-'feoed, 
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freckled, Scotch doctor, a physician, 1 mean, 
and, by way of coptrast, to him, a ts^U, lean, 
gaunt, scraggy, grim-visaged figure, thnessed 
in black) whom 1 discovered to be a mis- 
sionary. A pretty fellow for a missionaiy 
was he ! Never could he have obtained, for 
■himself^ such a commissi(Hi, withoi^ playing a 
game of the most consummate hypocrisy^ He 
one day, in aa unguarded moment, and uider 
the enlivening influence of grog, disclobcd to 
me the religious princples, which he cherished 
in petto. This trust-worthy, meritorious 
mi9sionaxy wa^ nqthing more, nor less, at 
l^eart, than a most t^Y SLud outrageous 
Socinian* 

Next to this mighty, orthodox gentleman, 
deserves to be mentioned, a person, who 
believed in neither God nor. devil,: oi;^ if he 
^uld have, believed, at all, in either the one 
or the other, it WQ M have been in the las^ 
By his scoivlj/Dg features, and air of abstract 
contemplationi aad.tfee huge pair of black 
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Biiislachios, whidi covered bis upper lip, I, df 
course, recognized in hli|i» & memto of a 
German inuversity. 

It was his favourite practice to walk 
«lowly, up and down the deck, every evening, 
wkh a cigar in his mouth, ^Xid his arma 
folded; his ^es, immoveably fixed, some* 
dmes upon l&e boeods of the <leck, and, n. 
o&ers, upon the sky, or the waves, wi4ie<iual 
pertinacity ; but, on whatever object it mi^ 
be, his eyes were always fixed, nor ever 
iranckmd. 

If any one happened tct address hin^ 
during these sullen reveries, he would^ very 
deliberately, take his cigar from his ttKoqth, 
^hotit mo^ng his eyes to see, who might be 
speaking to him, and answer, laconically, and 
gruffly, after wych, he would replace las 
^gar between his lips, ^Id his arms again, 
^nd plunge into his profound abstractions. 

Whenever he happeied to enter into con- 
versation of himself; it was^ always, to argue 
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%;aiii8t some of the doctrines of revelatioii, 
^ to indulge in some wild, fiinciful, meiah 
jibyucal qpecttlation. 

At theOld and the New Testament, would, 
fris atheist^ scoff^ with equal bitterness: from 
the Aamtive of the flood, to that of the con» 
^qption of the Viigio. Maiy, he considered 
the w^Ie tenor of sacred writ as II farce, as so 
much romance and gaUmatias, By mathe<« 
^naticaJi demonstration, he woidd prove that 
the first of the events mentioned, was totill^ 
impossible; and, as to the last, he used to 
content himself with saying, that it was on a 
pieoe with the rest of Ae volume, in which it 
was contained ; which, he would aigue, was^ 
from the beginning to the end, an invention: 
^ that he offended Jew and ChrisUan, in onie 
and the same breath* 

His favourite topic was meldphysies: and, 
on this subjed^ he often became quite eloquent. 
Never was he so happy, as when, lost in 
speculations of shadowless beings, of the 
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occupancy of the air, by imnsible forms, and 
the possibility of woricing upon them, by the 
efficacy of charms, to hold tacit, and spiritual 
communication, with men. 

Sometimes, he would launch forth, upon 
Plato's doetrine of seminiscences» and that 
of ideas, or abstract archetypal essences of all 
things, in nature. Human nature, he would 
say, was but a perfection of mechanism : aiid; 
by the doctrine of quietism, a man could 
J)hinge his mind into such a state of abstrac- 
tiop, that he should be insensible to the calls 
of hunger, of the effects of pain. 

He would contend that there was no diffe. 
rence, between thb world and the next^ 
further than that, by the grossness of the 
humanity, which impedes it, the soul is unable 
to perceive the glories, with wUch it is sur- 
rounded; and that, the moment it has escaped 
the barriers of the flesh, it is in, what men 
call, the next world. That, notwithstanding 
this, by aa intense degree of abstmction, thr 
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mind may be, so fyx, isepamted from the body> 
as to be enabled to indulge in a gl*mpse of 
khe glories, whieh await it, after its final 
departuse from its fleshy prison. 

The worid, he believed, according to the 
ll^curean system, was made iqp of a fortuit* 
oas concourse of atoms*^ and, ^cording to the 
Stok^ that the soul was fire, or rather, that 
it was an excessive degree of purity in heat^ 
lo eke his own explanation of it That this 
excessive purity, in heat, can only be attained, 
by a paiticular process ; tba^ originally, it 
took place, by chance, and gave birth, at 
once, to the whole legion of spiritual beings, 
who, afterwards, exercised their ingenuity, in 
orming, by an excessive perfection of 
mechanical nice^, the human frame, to 
which they impaited the warmth^ of which, 

• The tiile of which doctrine, it appears from 
the heail ot tlte dbtt{>t«r, U the ^nriCalorle 
systemif^CD" 
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they themselves, had been generated^ with 
the power of protracting and perpetuating 

That this human frame, was made^liy them, 
originally, of day, as a mere model of theif 
Own images, and, without any further inten- 
tion; but, having formed it, in such a 
manner as to cherish, and refine, by a regular 
process, that very purity of heal, which had 
given birth to themselves, and which is the 
principle of life, they, unconsciously, in 
creadng earthly forms, occasioned a new 
creation of spiritual essences, cemented to- 
gether with them, and imparting, to them,, a 
fleshy beauty and consistency. 

That, the moment, this mechanism is dis- 
ordered, the operation of the machine is at an 
end; on which event, there being no longer 
any further powers of cherishing the warmth 
of animation, it cea^ to exist, in the frame, 
which it had hitherto occupied; and beings 
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now, at liberty, joins, by anatural attraction, 
the essences, which are of the same descrip- 
tion as itself. 

Nay, he would say, I do, admost, believe 
I could make a man myself, could the prin- 
ciples of mathematics aid me sufficiently, in 
f(Mrming proportions of the exquisite exact- 
ness and nicety, which are required, to effect 
suchaworki 

These spiritual beings, he would continue, 
who were, originally, produced, by this acci- 
dental purity of heat, being so pleased with 
the experiment, wliich they had just made, 
from the clay of one of the many worlds, 
whichtheimiverse contains, proceeded to try 
the same in all the others, and, with equal 
success* By expressing this opinion, he 
directly avowed his belief in a plurality of 
worlds. Furthermore, he would inform us, 
that, during this vast experiment, a dispute 
arose, amongst the original spirits, as to the 
form, in which they should make the figures 
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of elfty« vikMk they were moulding. &)iUe 
comeaded that they shoidd be made, 9&, we 
geebesAts are ibrtned, while the rest maintain* 
«d tint they should be fbrmed aftef their own 
model and image. On this, easiju&i a violent 
atrus^, wfaoeh ended in the total ditfc^mfittire 
of Uie oon-coofbrmists ; who, as a pxiAi&h* 
meat Ibr ^eir refraetofy conduct, were ex>* 
oommunicated, by the others, and coiklemned 
to dwells ^tttfoally, i^iart from them, in those 
ffegiofl»4}f'tkoimif%nM^ where the great ptin-* 
ciple of «ll Ifak^ fire, was in itsleast fcfined 
and puiM-atatei These oondenmed spirits are, 
what moitflli call, defib ; and the regions, 
which they haunt, are known by At term helL 
In addition to this punishment, sA the forms of 
earth, which bad been made by the rebellioua 
spiriti, aieoordiiig to theur own device^ were 
deprived of part of the perfection of their 
mechaniiniv by the vmdictive l^on of those 
who had tiiuBBiihedj l^ which, theyefiected 
that Ae aaiiagitiBg principle, widiia these 
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obnoxiotis forms, should be less vigoicpSy than 
that, in those, which, had been formed after 
their own model ; and, hence that, when 
the mechanism of the former, should become 
disordered, the animation within them, should 
become languid, and, at length, a^ltogether 
be extinct and annihilate; 

Hfence, he would observe, is the origin of 
heasto, birds, fishes, and the reptile race, and 
hence, the reason of the immortality of the 
souls of men, and the annihilation of that life, 
vihdch animates dumb animals. 

These obnoxious forms, were subjected to 
infinite ftrther cB8abililies,as, for instance, the 
total wantof speech, andof reason ; both, how 

r, of which qualities, they were allowed to 
,. in an imperfect degree ; which, also, 
is attiributable to the curtailment, which had 
been made, of the perfection of their mecha-i 
nical formation. 

As to h^l, it is not to be supposed that 
there is any fixed upot, which we can point 
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buty as its situation ; but» that is to be ccn- 
sidered as hell, wheresoever, throughout the 
universe, the grand principle of universal 
animation is in its vilest and grossest state. 
It is there, that these condemned spirits exist ; 
and, as this will be the case^ more or less, 
^very where, these spirits must be pronounced 
to haunt the whole region of the universe. 
On the other hand^ as there is as great ti 
proportion of purity, as of goodness, in the 
animating principle, which pervades the whole 
fetystem of things, we must suppose the 
universe equally divided, by the two opposing 
spiritual legions ; and, as man is the forma* 
tion of the one, in (^position to the wishes 
of the other, that body of spirits, which was 
baffled in the contention, in cherishing enmity 
to their brodiers, who vanquished, them, alsa 
eitend their hate to the beings, formed by 
their conquer(»8« Hence it is that evil is so 
widely spread, over the human race, and is, 
ever embittering its existence. 
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But I will relate no mote of the idle tpecxtr 
kdons, into which, this infatuated being used 
to wandtt. Enough has been teen of diem, 
lo show how totally any one, who could 
maintain such principles, must disbelieve the 
agency of a supreme beii^ : yet, while we 
shudder at the impiely, wecannot help smiling 
at the absurdity of supporting such vaiq,. 
flelusive, and improbable tenets. 

Before I proceed to mention the remaining 
cl^iacteis of the crew, which demai^ obser- 
vation, I must ad(i one wocd more, with refer 
rcnce to that, which has been just pouitrayed : 
it is, that if gentlemen, of Et^land, attach any 
impoitanjce to the circumstance of their sons 
being bred up in the principles of true and 
sound religion, they will not send them, tp 
^receive their education, at the umvemities of 
the continent. If they do, they may make up 
^heir minds that they will ^nd them, on their 
return, as ranl^ atheists, as the German 
student, of lyhom 1 have been just speaking. 
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or, if not Atiheists, detaO, at the vety least, and 
oMifeemiierB of the religion of ChHst, from 
whiok alone is to he derived any thing like 
real conlbrt, consolation, or support, in this 
life, ortiie hope <)f happiness in dsit to come. 
They majf practise ioiinorality at Oxford, or 
Gambridge^ hot 4)iey wiM never leera irre- 
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CHAP, m, 



T|I^ IBSmr AND JANSBNI8T. TaB 
Al^fTIQUABY. 

8oPB. Antig. 

There was a certfiin sage phi]oaopber| 
That had read Alexander Ross, over* 

HUDIfRAib 

How the deuce, the reader will sa^it, coidd 
it happen that a German student should be on 
boaid an East I^dia Company's ship, bound 
for Bombay ? That is neither here nor there. 
Ask no questions, the student timself would 
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have replied; but I shall not return so un- 
satisfactory or discourteous an answer, nor 
conceal the truth ; which was, that the me-? 
taphysical gentleman, in question, had beea 
seized with a mania, fortelling something 
of other countries, besides his own ; and his 
present object was to settle, for a year or 
two, at the Cape of Good Hope, before he 
proceeded any further eastward. 

The next character, of whom I have to 
speak; was a Portuguese Jesuit, a long, 
meagre, brown-looking personage, who 
came on board, from Lisbon. He was a sufr 
ficiently shrewd man, and possessed ideas of 
the highest importance, with respect to the 
order» to which he belonged : nor did he ever 
let an opportunity escape, of putting us ii^ 
nind of the great exeitkms, which his breth-* 
reD had, for a long course of yea^s, displayed, 
in promoting Christianity, in every pait of 
the unenlightened world. 

L^ the savage, and wide territori^ of 
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South America, bear testimony to our la^^ 
bourS| he would say, or, look to China for 
the eatablishmentSy we have instituted, ia 
order to promote the holy work, on which wo 
have eraharked. Can our societies be foigoU 
ten, in the pos86s»on8» whieh we hold in 
Indis^ evem. firom the very period, they were 
gained to us, by the adventurous enterpriser 
of de Gama. O ! the profkneness ! the im- 
pious infiituatien, which eoidd ever compass 
theaboUtion of our order! But such im^ 
piety has met its rewatd, and^ to the support 
of true rehgion, and the consolation of ail 
good Christia^s,^ our blessed fraternity haa 
been re-estabiished \ 

At diis rate would he talk ouy never seem- 
ing to suspect, by the couniteQaritf:;^ of those, 
who heard hioi^ that tbej-e w^ ioiftethingy m 
the tenets of his order, to which we might 
objects One littte, quiet, reserved, silent per^. 
son, I could perceive, always listened to him^ 
with peculiar impatience, v/hich, particularly 
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on on« occasion, when the Jesuit had been 
very vehement on the merits of his sect, and 
had gone so far as to affirm that faith was a 
specifk for all diseases, from the real viitue 
of the designation which was attached to it ; 
he was miable to controul himself, and, 
btifsting forth upon the shaven-headed ob« 
jectofhis indignation. 

What! exclaimed he, I suppose then tfaen^ 
is virtue in hypocrisy, deceit, and fidsehood, 
when a charm is thrown over their odious, 
black, appearance, by the magic of jesuistry ? 
I suppose you will instruct us, Uiat, under 
the sanction of your doctrine of mental reserr 
vation, to cheat a fHend, and violate faith, are 
excusable ? That a practice which would tend 
to the destruction of all confidence, to the ter« 
mination of all friendships, to (he dissolution 
of society is yet to be upheld, as guiltless 
and innqpuous? Heavens! I call to witness, 
as a refutation of this assertion, if any one 
shall have the audacity to make it, the mis- 
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chiefs it has onccasioned, the political ruin it 
has threatened, the social ties it has severed* 
Is not the maintenance of this doctrine, alone, 
sufficient to make ^e sect, which inculcates it, 
e&ecrable, in the eyes of mankind ? Can 
any exertioDS, to promote Christianity, be al* 
leged, as an equivalent of good, to the great 
ballance of evil^ occasioned, on the other 
hand, by this abominable tenet. 

This, and much more than this, did the 
little quiet person utter, now his blood was 
warm, and his spirit kindled for defiance* 
He was not permitted to taik, without an 
equally copious volley of words, in reply^ 
from the Jesuit ; and, one thing leading to an- 
other^ they, at length, got to the subject of 
the bull of U)ilgenitus, and took up the quar- 
rel, as warmly, on the respective sides of the 
question^ which tbey eaioh advocated, as the 
very original combatants themselves could 
have done, in all the hesst of controversial 



Digitized by 



Google 



86 CONFESSIONS OF 

animosity^ on the subjectj which gave birth 
to that renowned edict. 

In fact, 80 long, so loud, and so furiously 
did they keep up this war of words, that none 
of the by-standers could tell where it would 
end, or when it would end ; till, at bust, a teT' 
mination was put, to the debate, by the captain, 
himself, taking the liberty to interfere, and 
requesting the parties to move off the deck, 
which was the arena of the combat, on pre- 
tence of making some alteration in the tackle 
and rigging of the sails. His good intentioni 
had not the full effect, which he wished, of 
causing all animosities, between the parties, to 
subside : all he could obtain was, a dose of 
the altercation. The ill-will, and detestation, 
which the combatants cherished for one 
another, could never be banished from the 
breasts of either of tiiem ; and, hencefintb, 
they never spoke to each other, a syllabk, 
good or bad, throughout the voyage. 

From the last part of the argument, which 
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had arisen, between them, I could perceive, 
that the exponent of the Jesuit, was really and 
truly, from the bottom of his heart, a firm up- 
holder of the Fere Quesnel, and, one of the 
very, very few, remaining scions of the once, 
widely extended, and influential sect of the 
Jansenists. 

It may be supposed, that, from the mo- 
ment I had made this discovery, I regard- 
ed the man as a curiosity ; and so much 
had I been struck with the modesty of his 
demeanour, and the reserved simplicity of 
his manners, that I determined to become 
acquainted with him ; and the more so, from 
the hate I bore to all, who belonged to the 
persuasion of his antagonist, whom I have al- 
ways locicedupon, as pests, and abominations, 
in society. 

The loudest and most noisy of the whole 
crew, was, as usual, an Irishman; a gentle- 
man, who had issued forth from his domain, in 
Queen's County, crossed St. George's Channel, 
aodembarked for India, for the express purpose 
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of marrying eight blooming, blowsy daugh- 
ters, who were ccmdemnedy together with 
himself, to be squeezed up, in a little hole of a 
cabin, for the accomplishment of this laudable 
4>bject, Like P^uddy Carey's, their cheeks 
bore a remarkable resemblance, to use the 
elegant language of the song, to 

Thumping red potatofis: 

and, like their papa, they made a vast buisitle 
and noise, and talked loudly enough, to put 
to silence the whole boisterous company of 
the cave of JEolus. 

' They were all Roman Catholics, of course. 
The father used, frequently, to lament the 
hardship, and degradation, to which his 
Catholic brethren were subjected, in not 
being admitted into sga equality of tempoisj 
privileges, with the rest of their Protestant 
fellow subjects. He would, in the midst of 
these lamentations, frequently walk^ haatilyi 
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Up and down the deck, swearings there were 
not more true, and loyal si.bjects, in the 
wliole, three united kingdoms, than the 
Catholics of Ireland. 

Och ! he would cry, the reason why many 
oppose Catholic emancipation, is, becaase 
they think, that, when the laity, amongst us, 
has been admitted to the privileges, firom 
which it IS excluded, it will be wanting 
further concessions for the clergy* The 
cursed, crazy, addle-brained fools to say so ! 
Who caress about the clergy ? And bad luck 
to 'em every day iii the week, Sundays nat 
excipted! By St. Patrick, if it was*ntfor 
that unlucky clergy, we should have been 
free mei^ before this time ! 

Amongst other persons, on board, was one 
of those ever restless, and ever laborious 
mortals, an antiquary, and, although, like the 
rest of his firatemity, he had all that absurd 
anxiety, about little, recondite trumperies, 
which arc just as well forgotten, as enouired 
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after, this tnan was a very general and excel- 
lent scholar. Of course, being an andqua- 
lian, his ficivourite topics in scholarship were 
the date of the Sandwich and Arundelian 
marbles; the pronunciation of the .£olic 
digamma ; that mysterious Komana liteia, the 
representative of B. V. andW; the contents 
of the library of Pisistratus ; the probability 
of Alexander the Great*s success, had he 
made an expedition against the Romans; 
Pythagoras's doctrine of metempsychosis ; the 
scite of Troy; the analogy between the fables 
of the ancient Greeks, and various events^ 
recorded in Scripture; the period of the 
Ogygian and Deucalionic deluges; and, such 
other points, as afford matter for disputation 
and quaere, to curious schokrs. 

Independently of these subjects, connected 
with Greek and Roman lore, he was, equally, 
eloquent on tlie discussion of science, in all 
ages, and, with reference to all nations ; and 
would maintain an argument, on the relative 
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andqtdty, or priority of existeQGe of aatro- 
nomy, and other arts, in Uindostan and 
Egypt, and the origin of the Itstli^ lan* 
gua^fe, with equal ease and readiness. He 
would give us the History . of Alchemy^ 
from Zoroaster down to Trisme^stus, with a 
disquisition on the probable.ingredienis of that 
precious liquid, which possessed, in itself,, the 
long sought power of transmutation of meta)s» 
into gold, which was discovered by : the 
Italian alchemist, and buried, in a phial, on 
his d^ise* Nqr w^s the golden boi:^ of 
the alchemists foigotten; nor many a hundred 
thousand marvelloris anecdotes of peraevering 
Kosicrucians, and the futile result of their 
patient labours. From the Eleusinian mys- 
teries, he would derive the subterraneous 
horrors, practised by the firatemi^ of free- 
masons, during the middle ^es, in Germany; 
and, thence, he would launch forth, into an 
enumeration of all the circumstances, which 
attract notice, duough that period of gloom* 
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The GotbB in Itady, the Saiacens in Spain, 
the Turin at Constantinople, die wonders of 
of the Alhambra palace, the prowess of 
GoDsabe of Cordova, the Tioubadoms of 
EnoBoe, and Lombaidy, the importalion 6f 
Aristotle, into lUdy, die logical schobl-ineh df 
Fans, the discovery of the the civil law at 
Amalfi, the chicanery of the Norman lawyers 
in England, die Feudal system of the Gollis, 
aU aSbrdied him a theme of delight, and end- 
Ifisss discuscDon* 

Widi -equal pleasure, Vonjd he take 'a 
tovey of die chiuch«-history, from the coon- 
dl*of I«ce, to diecomicil of^trent^ inteirr 
mingling infisite details df W>nkish liist, anil 
monkish legendaiy lore; not {brgettiiig ..tlie 
Crusades, a doling toi)ic, wdich brougHt 
before lurii the braveries'of Richard,' there- 
sistance of Saladin, Peter the hermit, Godfrey 
of Bouillbn, the saered sepulchre, the knights, 
templars, and hospitallers, the palmers, and 
pilgriins. ' 
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Tben came that inexhaustible subject 
of discussion, the Refonnadon, entailing 
with it, the history of Pope Leo, and his 
indulgencies ; of Hany the Eighth, and his 
iodigfiation, with the pope's opposition to his 
wishes; of Wolsey, Cromwell, Cranmer, 
liUther, Melancthon, Bloody Mary^ and all 
the h<MTors of her age. Every reformer, from 
WieklifiTe to Robert Knox, was enumerated, 
his exertions canvassed, his merits recorded; 
and, as religious subjecfeBare endless, upon 
the discussion of the Befonoation, erery.head 
also, of the hydra of sectarism was sure to be 
attacked, with an exposition of every heresy, 
which had ever e;v8ted, into the baigain. 
Neither \^as this antiquarian oracle's breath 
more exhausted, in the. enumeration of the 
tenetsof Arius,Sahelliu6, Socinus, the ]\Iani- 
cbecans, the Gnostics, the Pelagians, &e., than 
it was, in discussing the points of faith, sup- 
ported by the Calviin;^ the Armenians, 
the Sublapsarians, and the Supralapsariana* 
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Heavens ! what a shing too would follow, iipon 
these, of Mi^letonians, Brownists, Anaba{H 
ti^rt, Quakers, Shakers, Jumpers, and Metho- 
dists. What invectives, against the Puritans; 
smd M those viUatnous swarms of fifth mo-f 
nardiy-men, new ligliT^men, lind odiers, 
which infested the age of the Rebisllioii, inf 
the time of Charles the FirsU 

From ihesetopics, he Would Sy to romance 
and chivalry, and revel iti reminiscences of 
squires, knights, aod dames. Merlin, 1^ 
Bevis; encounters with |[^ts, endianlei% 
dwarfe, and, even, with the devil himself. 

When he had arrived at the meikioh of 
tins last personage, the German student, if he 
happened to be in the vffvf; would step in. 
to aid his memory, and relieve hini, for a' 
while, with sundry l^eiids of the Hartz 
forest; of Doctor Faustus, ind the ihoidkey- 
cats; of vampires, and magic circles, Mepfais-' 
tophites, thunder, lightning; midnight-gbftliiiis, 
aud mcantations. 
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l%ls wss a topic to6; into ^iiicli/eastehi 
literature aHbvded itiitdii-in^ght, in hiMrite 
ofgoidA, fiuritt, genii/aMtes, y^Idiir dwiati, 
andAe Lord knowa What Wd^ ef ttie 
manrelloiB. Monk I^ewis would have added 
fire-kingSy and die captain of our ve«e(uscd 
to suggest mermaids, and the monk^iisfa; a 
descriptton of which, may be seen in^ Isaac 
Walton's complete airier. 

All this, and mnch more wocdd onr uhrver* 
sal scholar dwell upon* There was not a 
subject, in fact, which you couM name, in 
which he was not perfect^ at home, whether ' 
of religion, philosophy, natural, or moral, of 
the fine arts, poetry, painting, and sculpture ; 
of history, biography, or geology. Not to 
weary the reader, any further, with -all, he 
oould say, on these various topics, I shall 
merely add, that the names of Pythagoras, 
Ptolemy, Tychdbrahe, Copernicus, Kepler, 
Euler, Des Cartes, and Newton, were as 
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£uiuliar to him, asthoseof Socrates, Pl^to^ 
Aristode, Confucius, Baooiiy Locke, and Fsley. 
The lemembrance of Zeusis, Apelles» 
Hycoo, Lysippus, Cleomenes, Agasias, and 
HiidiaSy as that of, Michael Angelo, Albert 
Durer, Raphael, Leonardo da Vinci« Salvator 
Sosa, Claude Loname, Vandyke and Rubens, 

The histories of Herodotus, Thuqydidea, 
JDionysius of Halicamassiis, livy, and 
liacitus, as those of Philip de Comines, De 
Thou, Rapin, and Hume ; and the biography 
e^n of Little John and Robin Hood; Thomas 
Hicko'thrift, and Sir Richard Whittington, 
would not be foigott^, in his pleasant mo-i, 
ments; andthehbouifs of Plutarch, afforded, 
him constant interest, and subject, for rem. 
flection. 

To conclude, he could, say by he^ the, 
greater part of Homer, Virgil, and Horace, 
together with all the beauties of Shak^pear, 
Dante, Anosto, Tasso, Petrarch, Corneille, 



Digitized by 



Google 



^ 



AM OXONIAN. 49 

Racuie» Boikau^ Miltoo, Spencer^ Dryden, 
Pope, and Byron. 

Not less crammed, with specimens of aotw 
qnity, and cmiosity, Hvas the cabin of our 
antiquarian, than his head, with lore of alt 
descriptions. In one corner, stood half a 
dosen old halberds; on this peg, a suit of 
steel annour was suspended, on that, a suit 
of buff ; on one side of the litde apartment, 
was a cabinet, ftill of coins and meda]s ; on 
the other, a corresponding cabinet, stuffed 
with fossils, with an upper and an under 
drawer, fulLof rare old engravings. . 

Besides these, were a couple of hampers, 
replete with old bits of rusty iron, and bronze 
images, broken marble^heads, without noses, 
and little lamps, without handles, on all which, 
the antiquarian placed a vast, and important 
value. 

One evening, as I, and one or two others, 
were sitting with him, in hiscabm, deriving 
imtnictioii, from bim» aud admiring his curio- 
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sjties, it wss proposed thai we should fakv^ 
some salt beef, and grog togeUiQr ; in which; 
proposal, the antiquary; very readily, ac- 
quiesced. Accordingly, the bowl of grog 
was brought, and the antiquary took it into his 
head to drink his portion of the liquor, out of» 
an ancient, eaithem cup, on the curiosity and 
value of which, he had just been expatiating,- 
informing us, that, as far as he could guie^,-. 
it must be the identical vessel, from which 
Socrates drank the hemlock, which occasioned 
bis death. This precious remnant of antiqui^f 
he was just raising to his lips, to taste the 
generous draught which it contained, wh^ii, 
alas ! cruel, odious, filthy destiny ! a monkey^ 
which bad crept, unperceived, into the cabin; 
through the window, and had, hitherto, con-; 
cealed itself, within the coat of buffarmcHi/^ 
hopped out, upon a beam, just over th^ antir 
quary*s head, and vdded the nauseating 
refuse of his odious carcass full intp ji^fi 
middle of the precious cup ! Up started* the 
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antiquaiy, and down dropped the vessel,' 
which was broken into a thousand pieces ! 

Who shall describe, as the poets say, the 
agony, rage, and vexation, of the distressed - 
firantic antiquary ? Whether to tear his hair, 
to seize the monkey, and sacrifice him on the 
spot, to snatch up the broken fragments of his 
cherished vessel, or run his head against the 
wall, and dash out his brains ; all appeared to 
be matter of hesitation, for some moments. 
He stood, in a state of stupefaction, which, at 
last, was put an end to, by a loud burst of 
of invective, against his own folly, for making 
use of so precious a relic, for such ordinaiy 
purposes, and s^ainst the odious animal, which 
had thus ruined his happiness. 

£n attendant, however, the monkey had, 
very dehberately, hopped out of the window, 
through which it had entered, chattering and 
grimacing, as if it exulted, in the mischief, 
it had occasioned. 

As for the poor, forlorn antiquary, he was 
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rendered unhappy, for the rtet of the voyage ; 
and^Jil^e Hemy the fint» of England, after die 
de^th of his.dat^ghter Maude, has, I dare say, 
never smiled, sinc^ the disastrous demolidoii 
of his^Socrates- fP(^ 
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CHAP. IV. 



A TRAGI-COMIGAL OCCUIIIUSNCB* CURIOOS 
8PBCIMEN OF OOSPSI>IH8PBN8ATIOIf. 
PHRFNOIOGT, AND IT8 GONBBQBMCSk 



She laid <m him a desperate Awack, 
That cast him sprawlinsr on his bacics 
What more befel the luckless wight. 
At present, shall be Tdled in night/--AvoN» 



By the bye, I ought to have mentioiied, fyt 
the sake of accuracy, that the object of the 
antiquary, in making the voyage, on which he 
had embarked, was, to survey the wondeisof 
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the Helora Mountain, at no very great distance 
finom Bombay, and which, certainly, is the most 
surprismg spectacle on record : a huge temple, 
hewn out of a vast, solid rock! TheFyramids^ 
the Temple of Ephesus, the lifoasoleum of 
Artemisia, the Egyptian Labyrinth, the Lake 
Moeotis, the Coloteus of Rhodes, Pompey*8 
Pillar, and all the other wonders of the world, 
whether Old or New, vanish before this vast 
lAonumentoF Hindoo labour, and ingenuity* 
Ab I have been led to mentidn the subject of 
Hindoo woiship, I cannot help remarking the 
circumstance, that all religious monuments of 
great antiquity, in all nations, are witnessed to 
agree in their colossal dimensions, and general 
style: although those nations could have 
had no apparent intercourse with each other, 
whatev^. In testimony of the truth of this, 
the huge colossal figures, seen in the ruins o{» 
ancient Mexican temples; gigantic structure 
of the slabd of Stonehenge, the Hindoo, and, 
Egyptian figures^ as well as those, seen on 
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Ibediscovciy of the Savage Islands of Otahate^ 
apd others in jthe Fdcilic Ocean, may ba 
fidduced. 

To proceed to the rest of my oomp^noni 
^e voya^ who deserve to be noticed:— None, 
indeed, then, was 1901? 9on8picuoaB> than a 
pertain, prim, pmdisb-looking, stuched, stiff- 
^imped, old maic^ who bad placed herself, 
Qn board, with a cori^e oi no fewer than 
s^ven cats ; s^^en being a lucky number, and 
c;^ts being her great delight* 

The object of this old gtrl, of. fifty-three, 
in going out to India, was to endeavour to 
secure to herself a mate ; since she, as is the 
f»se, with ^people in En^and, was imbued 
with an idea thaC husbands were as plentiful 
in India, as monkeys are ; and that, she had 
only t6 take courage, and braye the incon- 
venience and ennui of a long voyage, by sea, 
to make it an entire certainty that she should, 
at last, change her maiden name from Miss 
Dorothy Spotless, to Mrs. Dorothy something 
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or odier. That dus and no olber, was her 
object, in the Toyage, I was perfectly certain, 
although, if marriage happened, only, fobe 
Uated at, in her presence, this pure, tender, 
and sensidye virgin, would show signs of the 
greatest uneanness, and actually pretend to 
blushy assuming, at the same dme, all the 
bashful airs, which an experienced prude 
understands putting on. Sometimes she 
would affect indignation, and horror, at the 
mention of so abominable and indecent an 
animal as a lover, and would seem to say with 
Silvia, in Tsaso's Arminta, 

In queita flfiiba gradirei ciaieDiio 

iDddiator di mia virginitate, 

Che tu dimandi amante, ed io Nemico. 

Tills channiDg, and tender virgin used to 
take the air, upon deck, when the weather 
was fine, dressed in a great, baggy, rumpled, 
kind of habit, which she called a pelisse ; but 
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^wfaich * bore a much greater resemblance to a 
bec^owxi. This was made of some flowered 
stuff, or, perhaps, on old piece of chtnti, 
boii^t, second hand, at an ;uicti(m, and which 
had, originally, served for the curtains of a 
cottage>-parlour. Theb<»)net, in which hei 
head was buried, resembled a huge coal- 
scuttle, and, as an embdfishment to this, a 
dirty, white yeij, fluttered in the breeze, 
attached to the bonnet^ by a piece of faded, 
red ribbon. A huge, blagk muff defended, 
from all atmospheric inclemencies, the deli- 
cate, fair arms^ of tl^s emblem of inno« 
cence, and purity, and a pair of high-heeled, 
fur-«boo(s, piotected^ from the intrusion of any 
nails, which might, unluckily, have picjeeted 
from the surfece of the boards, on which ttey 
trod, her pretty, little, exquisite, sylphrlike 
trotter^ not exceeding, in length, theexteitt of 
fifteeji inches, nor in breqdth, that of seven 
and thr^ quarters* 
Alas ! all delicate as she looked^ and ixmo- 
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cent as, die would have us bdievethat she 
was, it appeared that i^e too, was ikot without 
her frailties, and bad, like the rest of hersex^ 
her ui^;uarded moments ; for, as chance or 
mischance, would have it, it so happened 
that, one day, I havmg, by mistake, opened 
the door of the cabin of my fnend, the missio- 
naiy, what should I behold, but the pious and 
godly man himself, and the innocent Miss 
Dorothea Spotless, reclining on the hammock 
oftheaforesaid, pious gentleman, and situated 
in so unequivocal. •••««•••••••••••••.« 

In short, such a gospel-dispensation, I never 
witnessed before* 

Oh! mon Dieu! thoij^ I, what exquiiute 
diaracten these propagators of the Christian 
religion are ! It is bad enough, to indulge 
in fleshly lusts, and all manner of sensua* 
nties, for those, who are not invested with 
any sacred office, or in the discharge of any 
pious functions ; but, what ^^ we to think of 
those who, notwithstanding the sacred func- 
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toiittwMditbeyareaiidiorizedtoperfbnn^ and 
thespixilaod decorous chsuracter, which, it is 
their duty to maintain, plunge into sensua^ 
lities, and give way to carnal propensities, 
with as little restraint as those, who are not 
in the same spiritual capacities as themselves ! 
I eodd, however, do no more than shrug up 
n^ shoulders, after all this reflection, which 
lite forced upon me hy the ezhihkion of 
fiailty, of which I had been an unwilling wiu 
nesi^ with an excuse for the missionaiy, that 
lie was no worse than the.rest, or a very great 
proportion of Ae rest, of Ins brethren, who 
weie invested widi the discharge of sacred 
functions* 

He is not more to be blamed, said I, than 
Pope Joan, and many other great dignitaries 
of that church, who have set him the bright 
example, which he, so religiously, follows; 
and, as for poor Miss Dorothea Spotless, why 
she resembles the rest of her sex, andlikesa 
little sport now and then ; and why should 
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she not enjoy it, widisoch a pine/ inoial,' 
demure gentleman, as Bir— ^, the mis-'* 
siooaiy? 

There was another person, howeTer, who' 
got scent of Miss DofOthea's fiiux pas, and 
this was the little, seedy-^atced, fat, shoit^' 
pundiy, Scotch doctor. Now, this little 
doctor, besides being 'an anatopdist, and a. 
physician, was skilled in that very profound 
and surprifflng science, whidi, some have had 
the audacity to designate a humbug, phreno- . 
logy, alia3 oraniology^ alias scalpoflabbergas- \ 
tology ; which, however, for brevity's sake, 
shall be here termed by the first of its titles^ 
videlicet, phrenology*. 

Well, as I was saying, the doctxnr, having 
gotten scent of Miss Dolly's &ux pas, had a 
mind to tease the same sweet spinster, 
by letting her perceive that he was privy to 
the secret of her love— -for the goepd ! which 

* This subject Is most ioterestingrly treated in 
th*« SVBTKinf ." By th^ 4othor of Kidogyiioiiiia, 
1 vol, 8fl. 6d.— Ed. 
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design he was enabled, most satisfectorily, to 
effect, by the aid, and under the pretext of 
the experience of the Scientia Phienologica. 

It happened then, that, one, rather windy 
day, as W» Doljiy was taUng the air, on 
deck, ibe ribbons, which attached her bonnet 
to her bead, being tery loosely tied, in order, 
perhaps that her. ddicate chin might not be 
kicommoded, the said ribbons, firom being 
loosely tied, shortly became altogether mitied, 
and, in aoodterBMnnent, off went Ae bonnet, 
CD the wiqgs of the wind, and away sckmbled 
1G» Dolly, squalling, after it. But, alas ! 
the bonnet advanced at a quicker late than its 
sustan^ and, after having 4odg^ her, up 
and down the deck, for a few minvtes, with a 
bound, it qpnmgover die barrier of the&i»p*8 
ade^ an4 after tunMing and joltmg about, 
throi^ the air» like a fiAer^s smack, in a 
storm, it, at last, touched the surface of the 
waves, when a shark, attracted, no doubt, by 
the redness of its diity ribbons, darted upon 
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it, ^md drew it down, beneadi the surface of 
ihe deep, the victim oF his voracity. 

At the loss of her b<Hmet, Mademoiselle 

Spotless was, as any gentle damsel would have 

been, inconsolable. Her dear Leghorn had 

become food £or fishes! Meanwhile, shef, 

bereft (^ajiy ^covering to her head, was catch* 

iffg ioold, when the litde, puncby, Scotch 

doctor, very politely stepped up, and offered, 

a silk, ^ital-iields, pocket-handkerchief, with 

which he had been blowing his nose, for not 

BQiuch more than six weeks ; at the ssune time, 

foldii)|g it up,, very assiduously, upon' his 

knee, as a protection, al once, from the cold,* 

apd an omaniL^it, for the deluded* damsel's 

pericranium. 

. Uninviting as the Doctor*s haxi&erchief 

appeared, it was not refused, by the lady,* 

who was, BOW, banning to sneeze, and to 

betray other isymptoms of an approaching 

atjtack of pfold. But, oh I the prbvokmg 

droll! the ^ctpr» ipst^ of attaching the 
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hsofikitaiM, without a moment* s delay, to 
lier head, as he should have done, needs 
must, after haviDg anai^^ed it, and when just 
proceeding to tie it on, all on a sudden, snatch 
it off, with the exdamation of, * 

How surprising ! how unaccountable ! never 
saw so strong a specimen in my- life ! Allow 
me, Ma^am, if you please. 

Miss Dorothea, no less surprised than the 
doct<^, demanded, with Bcaae indignation. 

What is surprising, Sir ? I should veiy 
much like to know. What do you mean. Sir, 
by talking of unaccountable ? What, pray, 
dp you wish I should allow you to do ? 

Here i^n the doctor interrupted her with, 
O Ma'am, your head, your head ! Never saw 
such a qiecimen ! 

Specimen, of w]^. Sir ? screamed out 
Miss Dolly, nearly bursting, with rage and 
impatience. 

I must really examine. I must, indeed,^ 
now, Miss Spotless. Saying whidh, the' 
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doctor tbniat Us five fingers down to Ae loob 
fiur Dolly's hair, and fumbled about, all 
over the top of her head, ciyang out amative- 
ness, amativenesB I Oh I exquisite specimen! 

Mr. D , addressing a fomg man, who 

was sbinding a few yards oflf, will you step 
|iere! Oh! what a spedmen! Such a 
bump! Amativeness! amativeness! oh! 

During this ibrcible examination of the 
premises of her head, with itsaooompanying 
harangue, it may be oonoeived that Miss 
Dolly's lungs w«re in iiill operation, and aH 
their ener^es, of screaming, put forth to their 
fullest extent Such an unusual noise, of 
couTBe, brought together the whole ship's 
crew, to see whatooold be thematter? The 
Jesuit, the jansenist, the German student, the 
antiquary, the Irishman, and his blowsy 
daughters. Miss Dolly's train of cats, and the 
mischievous monkey, all came, heker skelter, 
upon deck, at the shrill summons, which 
vilrated in their ears. Gook, scuHion, sur« 
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neon, boaytsvaifi, ^ockswain^ ^kr, sea^hoy, 
carpenter, mate, and capta^ly all^ bkaidtsU 
iieously» basdedto the aceae of aetion« 

Meantiine, Mias Dolly dont^uedttoreaiiiing 
and squalling, kicking and clawing, sufibsi^ 
ently, one should have thought, to have 
baffled the attack, even of theshaark, which 
had swallowed, her bonnet ; but all to no pap- 
pose in the present inalance. The doctor stood 
his ground, and, maintaining his hold t^poa 
her head, rehaed not a hit from the fumb- 
ling examinatimii wl^icb he had comn^eiieed; 
but, on the contra^, appeared, rather to be 
encoiQiaged to proceed iait, 1^ the preseni^ 
of so large an iiudi«nce ; aad, in spte. Of 
theiscratcbea he was leoeiviog, ia all ^pnv- 
ters of hia bce^ ^es, nofle. mojili^ cheeky 
and chin» in spite of AeblDo^^ wfaickfiow- 
€(tfiooQL theae incisions inlaaaeedy, bran^ 
n|3setty little phiz» in spite of tl\e kidiiy whUi 
came in contact with bis dvins, he ^ntfnwri 
stoutly to exclaim, 

VOL, III. o 
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Amativeiiess, ladies and gentlemen, ama- 
dreness ! never, in my life, met with such a 
specimen! nay, more, here we have philo- 
progenitiveness, philoprogenitivene« ! Ide- 
dare* 

Mri'— ^, cadlii^ to the missionary^ who 
had made his appearance, with the rest of the 
ctew, and stood by, looking most indescriba- 
bly foolish ; do apply your hand to this 
surprisii^ly powerful piotubetance ; most 
surpriomg sp^iinen, really Mtf. ■ ' "* i do 
apply your hand ! philoprogenitiv^ess ! 

So &r fiom evincing any gallantry or 
generosity, in assistu^ Miss Dorothea Spodess, 
Ihe whole company was neaiiy dyii^, with 
viostdisreq^edful, and uniestiained laughter, 
at this innocent, injured damsel's expefnse. 

The laugh, however, was not destined to 
remain very long, on the doctor's side ; for. 
Miss Spodess, having summoned up all her 
energies, and rage inspiring her with a force^ 
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a vis human^ major, she performed a feat, 
which occasioned a feeling of concern to 
mingle with that of mirth, and served very 
lefiectually, tx> damp the huoyancy of the 
merriment, which the recollection of this 
exhibition, sp d^rading tx> heiself, might 
hereafter expite* Having, with a violent 
effort, succeeded in extricating her locks, 
from the grasp of die Doctor, she seized that 
litde, fat, obnoxious, seedy-laoed, punchy 
gentleman, by the throat, and, after giving 
hin^ a most violent shaking, for the space of 
@ome three or four minutes, she pushed him, 
backwards, with all her might and main^ 
^ i^ent him spinnii^, like a Dutch butter-p 
barrel, across the deck, against the side of the 
ship ; when havii^, beyond all possibitity of 
recovering it, lost his balance, overboard he 
went, screaming and bellowing, as loudly, 
as Miss Spotless had done; and sinc^, acr 
cording to the poet, 

Facilis desceiuras Averia, 
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Oowa into the water he^&pun widi great ex- 



Powfk he W6nty 
And round l|0 w^nt. 

As Campbell says, and sunk, alas! in the 
briny gulph, like the bonnet, ibod for fishes^ 
poo'nt i;^^(riy. 

$ea njmpbs boarly, toll Us kneH, 

Hark! now 1 liear them ! Diog dong belli 
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CHAP. V. 



HINTS TO YOUNG MEN OF WARM PASSIONS, 
GOING Oirr TO INDIA* A REFLECTION, 
NOT UNiy^OBTHY OF REGARD. 



Get brats and 8taiTeiP--ys]rici PaifiayiD. 

Such wa$ the end of the ever-memora^Ie 
tragi -comedy, of which I was a spectator. 
The heroine of the piep^» at the fall of the 
curtain, that is, at the fall of the little fat 
Doctor, hurried off the stage, to seek all the 
consolation ^d comfort, which brandy, and 
the gospeMispensation could afford her. 
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To behold the missionary, during the Doc« 
tor^s appeal, to him, on the propensity to 
philoprogenitiveness, of which Miss Spotless^s 
skull bore testimony, was one of the most 
pdiculous spectacles imaginable. He made 
as many wiy faces, as a man who is taking 
assa-fcetida, to cure him of fits ; and he look- 
ed as sulky, withal, as a he-donkey, on the 
abductioQr oi his patient, amorous, braying^ 
she*«onpanion, and the subsequent ^nvestT 
ment of his back, well leadteci^ with a pair of 
panniers. 

As I, and another young man, who was 
going out, as a writer, were amusing our- 
selves, with talking over the circumstances of 
die phrenological lecture, just related, 

The philoprogenitive propensities, said he, 
which were so prominently displayed, on the 
pericranium of Miss Spotless, are carried to, 
an alarming extent, I understand in the clinies, 
which we are now, on our way, to visit 

Yes, i<ideed| I observed, Malthus^s goige 
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would rise more j&ec|uesdy mS more pow- 
erfully, in our Indian aMeakata, than it 
doeSy even in the districCof St. Giles, London : 
but you seem to spetk with sone sensatibQ of 
idann. 

Yes, I do, I assure yous By whati have 
been able to learn, it appears, tint no man, 
who goes out to India, escapes the burthen 
of having a£aunily of illQ^mate cdiildren^ 
Now, God knows, I wish^ as little as any 
man, to be plagued wilfa telv an incum- 
brance. 

Continence, SSr^ cQoiam&ua&y I replied. 
You must practise w^^inftttcr; with all your 
might and main* 

Put, my dear 1^, wh(> the devil is to 
practise CQi^tinence^ in re^ons,- where the 
dimafce is so confoundedly worm, and the 
passions ao perpetually ^cited? Human 
nature b far too weak, too frail, to resist thQ 
effect of so powerful a stimulant. 

Very true,^ Sir, very true. It iamuch tobQ 
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lamented. The only means of avoiding^ the 
evi{, is b^ submitting toemascuktiony though 
it is a cruel sdtemative, and one, which, I 
should recommend, with reluctance; but, 
since it is impossible for you, like the rest of 
mankihd, not to give way to the impulse of 
passion, un^er such powerful incitements, 
and, as you are i^ averse to the idea of a flock 
of illegitimate children, why not make up 
your mind to marry ? Take unto yourself a 
wife, Sir, by all means, and let a lawful off- 
spring be the result of the flesh's frailty. 
. Gracious heavens! marry ! Not for the 
world ! An establishment is utter ruin, un- 
less a man is blest with wealth. A poor 
writ^, like myself^ or any body else, who 
is not better provided vnth means than I am, 
would only marry to render a wife miserable ; 
for love will, hardly, make human nature* 
insensible, to great discomforts, cruel and 
degrading denials, and the insolence, which 
want, usually, experiences.^ 
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Aye, i^eiy true. 

Nil babet lafelix paapertlu ddriiis in le, 
'UvAm qaod ridiculos homines fecit. 

Yet, how many do we see, in the very 
circumstances, which you hav^ this moment 
described, and, of which, the idea is so dis- 
tressmg* 

For my part, interposed a melancholy look- 
ing gentlemen, who was standing by, puttbg 
aside the question of poverty or affluence, 
that, which is most peculiarly painful to me, 
in the contemplation of either matrimony, or 
concubinage, is the idea of being the instru- 
ment, of bringing into the world, beings, who, 
without their own consent, or volition, are 
placed in an eiustence, teeming with wretch- 
edness, and misery, rendered, at once, liable 
to all manner of disease, danger, want, penury, 
and labour. It would be an absolute cruelfy, 
speaking, in my own instance, to bequeath to 
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otheis, beyond the power of their own control, 
to prolong, in others, that life, which has 
afforded so little pleasure or satis^uition to 
myself : life, for giving me which, I have so 
often been provoked to accuse my own 
parents! 

Alas ! in the gratification of a mom^ht^s 
sensual enjoyment, a being is created, con- 
demned, hereafter, to groan beneath the 
thousand thousand ills^ that flesh is heir to ! 
It is, indeed^ a veiy cnid con^deratio% 
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•?U.' 



CHAP. VI. 



ST. HELENA. NAPOLEON. A SAVOURY 
REPAST. 



He left a name, at which the world grew pale. 
To point a morale or adorn a tale.^-JoHii80H. 



To the reflectioiiy with which, the pre- 
ceding chapter ended, the writer reptied. 

It does not surely foUow, Sir, that, because 
your own life has not been so fortunate, or so 
happy, as you could have wished it, that those, 
who may derive their birth from you, should 
also ejEperience a similar condition of unfaappi-* 
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ness, or rimilar causes of dissatis&ction, with 
their existence. , 

No, said the gentlemen, it does not, cer- 
tainly, follow; but still there is a chance, 
and, in my estimation of the matter, thebare 
chance is better avoided. 

Here, the conversation was interrupted, by 
a busde on deck, occasioned by the sight of 
die island of St. Helena* This circumstance, 
of course, furnished an inexhaustible subject 
of interest, in the recollections, to which it 
gave rise, of that august personage, in being 
the prispii of whom, the taaae of Sl Ifeiena 
will be perpetuated, to the latest period of 
time. 

Some w^ engrosBwd in c<»itemp!afting his 
wondezfiil career, irom a c^dition of obscu- 
lii^, to an ekvatiop^ evto 

Above thrones elate^ 
to a supremacy, which looked uppn kings and 
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princes as its tributaries and vassals ; in re- 
counting the victories, by v^hich, he was 
urged along to power, from the period, when 
be was constituted the republican general, to 
that when he wreathed his own head, with an 
imperial crown. 

Others, on the contrary, addre^^ them- 
selves, vrith sorrow and regret, to the reflection 
of the gloom of degradation, in which, the 
sun of these glories set Who, indeed, does 
not feel his indignation kindle, at the idea of 
Napoleon Bonaparte, preferring to surrender 
himself, ignobly, into the hands of his enemy 
than to perish on the field of &me, on whiciv 
his last struggle for power, had been expended ! 
With how much greater brilliancy would his 
name have descended to posterity, had he 
fal\k% gloriously, on the plains of Waterloo ; 
than it now vrill, in the record that he 
lingered out his existence, as a wretched, 
degraded captive, in a distant and insigoifi- 

cant island ! 

VOL. III. H 
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There are some, who consider our govern* 
ment as having acted with ijliberaiityy ia 
making so ccmiplete a o<»ivict of this great 
man, and very much reprobate the measure of 
banishing him to such a distance, and so 
entirely severing him, from the world, and 
from the enjoyments of society, and from every 
access, to whatever makes life liveable ;* but, 
surely, the government was necessitated to 
adopt the measure, which it pursued, since 
there would always have been danger of some 
scheme being entered into, of endea»vouring 
to re-establish their prisoner, in power, had 
he been confined, in any situation, witlun the 
reach of such attempts. What was it to do, 
for its own security and for the safety of the' 
country, and to prevent the chance of another 
war ? It was compelled to act in such a. 
manner, with regard to its captive, as would 

• Vitam non esse vitalem. — ^Ter '—Ed. 
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prevent the posribility of any such occur- 
rences. 

« • • « 

I was heartily glad to get on shore, at St. 
Helena, being somewhat tired by the confine- ' 
sient of the ship. Jessica and I scrambled up 
the rocks together, and visited the habitation of 
the ex-emperor, of which such frequent 
descriptions have been given, that it would be 
impertinent, in me, to say any thing upon 
the subject 

Of all the ship*8 crew, who got on shore, to 
stretch their legs, over the precipices of this 
Island, none seemed so delighted with his 
lemporary liberation, as a certain French- 
man, whose glee, was not the less manifested, 
at the circumstance of procuring a dinner on 
fresh meat. In fact, so heartily sick had this 
person been, at the continued regimen of 
salt beef, and biscuits, that he had actually, 
in a fit of impatience, feloniously taken, and 
killed, and roasted, and devoured one of the 
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seven cats, of Miss Dorothea Spotless, To 
heighten the luxury of his meal, I should 
mention that he had a dish of patt6s made, 
irom an emhiyo brood of kittens, which were 
in the womb of his unfortunate victim^ and 
which he devoured with peculiar gysto, de- 
claring that the pattes, exactly reseQ(ible4 
those^ Qiadeof oysteis!! 
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CHAP, VIL 



CAPE-TOWN* ARRIVAZi AT BOMBAY. 

EFFECTS OF THE MOTION OF A 
PALANQUIN* OTHER INTERESTING 
CIRCUMSTANCES* 

'SgressI optatA potiantnr Trdes arenfty— Yiro. 

The next place, at which we went ashore, 
was the Cape of Good Hope. Eveiy body, 
in Cape Town, is obliged to subject himself 
to the iaconvenience of wearing huge, un« 
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couth, grcen^ glass goggles, to prevent the 
sand coming into his eyes. What with tlie 
goggles, anci what with the sand, I was 
hcaitily sick of Cape Town, and went oa 
board again, without any r^ret whatever. 

I ought, before I quit the mention of the 
Cape, to make my acknowledgments for the 
civility, with which I was treated, by the 
secretary. Colonel Bird,* whom, I have 
cause to remember, by some excellent Con- 
slantk* asKNigit other things, which I lasted 
athisbouie. 

Off the Cape, w^ wilnessed one of those 
terrible phenomena of nature, a water-spout, 
and, an old Putph ssMlpr*. ffhf^ i»d jjust joined 
us, on board, informed us, very ominously, 
that the renowned visionary frigate, which 
excites so much sensation^ amongst the sea- 

. *T1iIh g«iitlenan, as ttie reader is aware, no 
loager Mdf the poal of secretary to the f^ 
vernoi 
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pusa of liie Qape, had been see^y at dusk^ 9 
(ew jibyB pseviousiy, and sailing at the ra)s of 
eigfateen inoto 90 boor i 

Abait omen! thought L Omen?, aie, 
jEbn^jeious enoii^ qn land, fieaven forfend, 
I ^idd have any experience of them at sea. 
During this tacit lefleGtion, I commenced 
wbstling, wiiidi put the Efuteh seaman intQ ^ 
borrid agitation ; and, I yerily believe if he 
coidd liave had his own will, he would haye 
isentenced me to be tiirowB overboard, and 
made Ibod for fishef, as the bttle, £at doctor, 
filki Mas Spotkas's bonnet had been. 

At lengthy thank Heayen, we aU disenv* 
bariud* and, ukimBtely, fimnd a resting place, 
IB the qpot, to lAidi we were destined, 
Bombay. On landings mar wliole oew were, 
very €MS%, and hosplaUy received, by 
4iffer^ fentiUest, wbo^ aU appeared lo yie 
Uri^ eac^ Other, in endeayouriqg to show us 
tbfi gies^est poiliieBeas* 

Vhe KccQchiii^Oi^ tfa« moment he placed 
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foot on shore, procured half a dosea hhdi 
fdlowsy to bustle off with him, in a palanquin, 
to the first place of refreshment; Jn the town, 
where he ihktantly pvooBeded to testify his 
Relight, at being aUe to command something 
of a cuisine, and his contempt fos salt beef, 
and hard biscuit, by making an. enormous 
repast upon curried fish, curried ibwly pisbf 
pash, and claret. 

Jessica and I, passed, of course, for man 
and wife, at the house: of our entertainer. 
Notwithstanding his hospitality, he asked a 
niunber. of impertinent qtnsticms, all which 
I satisfied, pkusibly- enough,^ by some hum- 
bug of a story or other: neverthelesB, a suffi- 
XHently proper answer far his inquisitiveness* 

He was a sallow-feced, spermaceti-looking 
creature, and burdenedwith listlessness, and 
indolence, to such a degree, that he could 
hardly speak, and, when he did speak, he 
uttered his words, in so drawling, and squeak* 
ing a tone, that it was difficult, at all times^ 
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to calch Ibeir impoct H^ bad litde anloiaT 
tdoa ; every jthing was done for bim, by 
his djapvesy at I should say, servants, for 
80 they mmit be. odled. Some crammr 
ed his meat, jnto his mouth; others put 
bis ciq9> 4o his %s; some wheeled him 
aboui^ in an ea^jr chair, to different parts of 
the room, just ss he might be desirous of 
ino?ii^; while odieis fanned him ; in fact, 
he appeared to- be a complete vegetable, anj 
to have as lilde use of his intellect, as he hax) 
of his arms and I^is. 

Notwithstaiidtng this, we had every reason 
M> thank him, for receiving us, into his house, 
as he did, and entertaimng us ; which piece 
pf politeness, howeyer, I cannot help sus- 
pectii^, arose, from no other cause thsqi the 
love of gossip, and asking q\|estions ; for, as 
to giving us any information, on points, of 
which we were ignorant, he informed us of 
fOBioely any thing at all, either from igno- 
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lance in himself, or wont of eneigy of in*' 
tellect: I am willing so believe, the latter* 

He was heaxtily pitied by JessiQi and me^ 
in common wkh all those, whose resideaee. 
u fixed in these direfully warm r^ons. 
. I remarked, to Jessica, that the furnace, 
ijito which Shedrach, Mesheck, and Abed« 
nego were tlirown, coukl scarcely l^ave been 
hotter than the regi<ms, in which we were, 
scorched by a perpetual Sirius. 

This remark too, was made, when we 
were both, all but in a complete state o£ 
denudation, lying together, on a mat, for the 
first time in our lives, instead of a mattress, 
by way of a bed. We did, literally, melt 
away, in each other's arms ! t 

The next morning, I salKed forth, n^y ^ 
dead with the heat, in a palanquin, tf> pro* 
cure lodgings for my dear little Jewess and 
myself. 

The motion of a palanqnip is86niething 
like that of a sedan chair ; but infinitely more 
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joidng, as the meii move af a quicker pace, 
than the chairmen, generally, go. Before my 
tasvney supporters had can*ied me» or mthet 
jolted me fifty paces, I hawled out to them to 
stop, or I should he sick ; hut they, fancying 
I was urging them to move faster; proceeded 
to jolt me, ten times as much as hefore ; tilf, 
at last, my bowels could resist the attack, made 
on'th^ir tranquiility, no longer, and sf>, sup* 
porting myself on my arm, i leant my head 
.over, and vomited full in the face of the fellow; 
vyho supported me, in the rear. This un-« 
savoury deluge occasioned him to start back, 
by which he knocked the man^ wlio was next 
him, down; he, in failing, propelled the 
jfeilow before him, and so, one toppling over 
the other, occasioned the>downfal of myself 
and^palahqutn, both being, in danger of being 
smashed to pieces,, upon the dry, hard conli; 
Pown tlicu, I came, to the ground, ^vomiting 
and roariiig, by turns; cursing, suppUcaiingt 
aod retchings aH a); oace» 
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Tbe monient I peiteiired ifiyseif cfa itena 
fifftia, BioA, before ibe black liascak could lift 
irte up again, I extricated inyseif from' my 
confiiiementy where I tiadfoeen, as helplesd as 
a turtle, oa the top of a^stage-Hioadi, and got 
on my. legs, as fast as I eoold^ dreaxfing the 
Idea of a second edition of jolting and 
Vomiting. 

I nvas convinced^ howciver, beftiire I had 
iKradked very far, that some' such contrivtoce, 
pB a palanquin^ was. absolutdy necessaory, to 
assist loco-motion, in this hot difilate ; for iny 
leg^ and sti'en^^ very soon falling me, I 
was obliged to submit to the penancie of 
being hoisted on the shouldeis of rmy attend- 
ants, to enable me to effect the pwpode, on 
which I had set out; and* the^ restraint I 
imposed on myself, and the* reagsation, with 
which I gaye.mysdlf up to myfette, in some 
measure, stifled the propensity to sickness, 
|o which I had, before, given vent* 

Ina, nearly, dying slate^. I was hauled out 
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ofnff ig^ivnqvm^ ta look at two or thi^eMi 
of lodgings^ when I w^ $£$ if by aa ex^eiw 
trie shock, reviyed, at ii^fi {4g^ o^ Ql^» wi^om 
I conu^dered SIS being at the lime* &r, far 
.behind me, s^fisat hopi^ in Epglaod* In 
a word, not to ke^p the reader in svpeiise, 
the person I beh^d, was my very worthy 
uncle. Colonel Cawdorej^ni8i|lf---Cplopt^his 
ipsissimus ! 

Instantly, aro^is^from |i»y state of lethargy, 
or restraint^ or resignation, or sollen trapquil* 
lity, or qall it wl^tyouwill, I ran up to hith, 
and asked, him if he rfSO^U^cted m^^^ His 
astonislupent was not less than my,own» npr 
his satisfaction greater than mine, at this, our 
unexpected rencontre. 

Gracious Heaven ! he exclaimed, how is 

it possible that you can be here ? Well! I 

can scarcely believe my own eyes, that I see 

you! How suiprisiog! pi)d doubly so, as I 

was lamenting, for many.reasoos, that your 

presence here, for which I had. just been 
• VOL. in. I 
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wbhing) was a thing totally out of the 
question, because impossible* 

Aftet* we had recovered ourselves, a litd^, 
from the mutual surprise, with which we had 
been overwhelmed, I related the whole cir- 
cumstances, which had led to my being 
carried away firom the English shore, and 
accounted for my presence on that of India* 
Nor did i conceal one jot of the story, of my 
having a compagnons de voyage, in Jessica, 
whose kindness and attention to me, during 
my ilhiess, elicited the admiration of the 
Colonel ; though, at the same time, he said I 
was a sad Mow for running over the world 
with pretty Jewesses. 

In return for the account, I had given him, 
of myself, he proceeded to inform me, that, 
not being able to enjoy any rest, from the 
earnest curiosity and desire, with which he 
was impeUed, to clear up the secret of my 
birth, which, he said, was already half re- 
vealed, he had^ at length, determined upon, ^ 
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voyage to India, in order to make, npon 
the spot itself, as full an investigation, as 
.he possibly could, into circumstances, the 
elucidation of which, must, otherwise, be 
iBntirdy despaired of; and, although his 
hopes were but feint, of the probability of 
jarnvitig at the discovery he wished, yet, as 
jthere naight, perhaps, be a chance of success, 
iie was unwilling to let the project remain 
uaattempted. He added that he had arrived, 
not very long b&fi>reme, and that the ship, in 
which he had embarked, had landed its 
paaserigeis, scarcely a week past. This com- 
munfca&OQ he did not end, without expressing 
his delight, and his gratitude to Providence 
for having, thus, decreed my presence, at a 
period so critical to his own happiness, 2s 
well, indeed, as to my own, by which, the 
discovery, if any probability existed of its 
bang made, might be accelerated. 

It is marvellous, indeed, thought I, that I 
dmid have been hurried out, to these distant 
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regions, by an unforeseen accident, and lirgeA 
on, foy some impulse, which I c6ct)d not 
control, to n^ake a long and tedious voyage* 
j^urely all this can never be for nothing! 

A^er this mutual explanation^ I informed 
the Colonel of the coimnisston, oh wfaieh, 
I had set out, not forgetdng my quafltos in ibt 
palanquin, and the adventure oonBsqtiMht 
thereupon; whiph afforded him muehamuse*- 
m^t, and made him laiiigb heaitily. WheA 
this expression of his mirth had subsided, h6 
desired me not to put myself to any further 
litnible, about lodgings, for that he Oould give 
me ample room^ in tho^, which he had pro- 
vided for himself. 

And will there be accommo<btion for litUd 
Jessica too ? I asked, kughing. 

Oh! for shame! for shame! replied the 
Colonel^ latching more heaitily than before* 
How can I, postdfoly, permit such a thing ^ 

This rebuke did not prevent me from avail* 
ing myself of the Colonel's offer, with Jesnca 
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in my society* I did not, however, bring her 
in his way^ or let him know that she occupied 
tlie room, which he had consigned to my 
use, and, as he never enquired about her, 
matters went on very snugly, my day being 
devoted to the company of the Colonel, and 
the night to that of Jesse. 

These nights were not spent in vain ; for I 
imparted so much of the gospel-dispensation, 
not wholly the same as that which the mission 
nary imparted to Miss Spotless, to my little 
Israelite, that I succeeded in converting her 
to the Christian faith. 
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SFfiCtACLES, GRAND^ AWFUL, AND TEA* 
RIBLky B&AUTIFtXL AND Sl/BLlM&f 
fiV^kTS OP >ro SICALL IMF09TANCS. 

And, sbrinkiDg back, lie cried^ 
Where lead those awfnl mazes? Whither tend 
ThcMse terrible and darkaiome avenues ?••«,,. 
Yet lead on. 1 will go, and meet iphate^er 
Fate •hron4 in Its portentous cloud. 

Old Plav- 

IfTith a view to the investigatioii of the cinr 
cumstapces, of which he was so anxious to be 
informed, the Colonel, recollecting certaia 
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surmises, which he had expressed, op a 
ptevioud occasion, made frequent eDquiries, 
all over the place, whether any instances of 
kidiiapping diiklreu had heen known to 
OGtUi*^ Urithin the reooDection of such persons 
ttl h^ been^ ihe longest, resident, in the 
^idghbOttiiidbd. 

To ifaiese demiu^, he wdSj uniformly, 
fOM^Hii ia ttiti n^tivei till, ^ last,h^ 
^Sf6^ b VxA all hopes of leatni&g any thing 
VH»« ttan lAkt he was already, too well, 
ac^isttulSed with* 

iQtici ^y, as )ie was returning, with me, 
fttim ft H^^i^g party, to which we had been 

invited, in tiM^ interior o^ the country, we 

tfiOipp^d, at & htde buttgalo, or cotsage, by the '^ 

nde of fl wood, to procure some fresh cocoa* ^ 

ntlt-milk, by way tyf refreshment. 

On rapping ttAe doof, and entering the 

f*olts^ we perceived that the tenant was a 

venerable, old derviah* who, with a gentle ia* 
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clination of the hiead, bad^ us \edcome, and. 
motioned us, with.his hapd, to take aseel^ 
on a rude bench, the fuither end of whichy: 
he himself occupied. Qn a mal, oppoal»r 
to him» squatted^ a little,^ Uack ta^bia oC 
a boy, who served in thetapacitjr of :1uB; 
attendant, and, by the side of the boy, by ft: 
lean, raw-boned kind of dog, reB6iiibiing,.ia 
appear^pe, a jackalL This^ciestxirjs, oOcOnr: 
first entrance, had been mudi iDcUoed to %. 
at us, and had commenced a mp8t.oli9ti!9e<^ 
rous yell, upon that occasion. He ynB^hfimn 
eyer, so far. under the subjection of the.littl^ . 
black urchin, before mentioned^ that.rbfi 
renudnedquitestill, at his bidding. i 

Colonel ^{pawdore, in the couise of bb 
conversation with the old mai|, who, hom. 
long interoouse with the Englii^b, at Bombay^ 
had become perfectly acquainted with our 
language did not ^1, as usual, to put the; 
question, whether be was able to inform 
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faim ctiiny ii^stainces of kidnapping children, 

Witlfln hk recollection? and, as usual, an 

answer, ill die negative, was expected. 

. For dnce, it slppeared, that the disheartening 

iiiegeitive was to be withheld, and the dispirit- 

ing, chilliiig continuance of disappointment, 

•was to be suspended; for, the old man, f 

fixii^ Ifis eyes on the ground, and passing his | 

hand over his forehead, as if trying to recal f^ | 

events^ which had long &ded from it, at Q | 

kogth raised up his head, and, looking, upon I | 

the Cbloael, informed him that he did recol- '^ ^ 

kct instances, though they had taken place at c | 

a distaht date, of the nature of those, con- ^ "> ^ 

kerning which he made enquiry, ^ 

There lives, said he, pointing through an 
aperture in the wall, half dosed with matting, 
ybich served the purpose of a window, there 
lives, at the further side of yonder wood, one, 
who, if she be yet alive, can tell you the 
circumstances of events, of which I have only 
Ikcord the report, the only one, indeed, from 
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whom you can gain the ijolormatioiif yoa 
requi^'e, as many years have elapsed taoce^axg 
instances of the kind have taken phoft* 

Tel! me, eagerly interrupted the Colonel^ 
the way to her habitation, and whoeabouls 
she is to be found, that I may not lose a 
foment, in hastening to ask» of her, the ex- 
planation of a secret, which I have long wished 
V> develope. 

It wQul4 be useless, replied the dervish* 
for you to try, of yourself, to discover the way. 
No directions, of mine, could afford you a 
guidance through the intricacy of the wood. 
That little boy* whon^ you see there, shall be 
your conductor^ Qe knows the paths, and 
vill lead you, safely, to old Hoonah*s cave. 

Here boy, he added, guide these strangeas 
to the rgck of VishQU, where the hag Hoonah 
dwells* 

The boy, as l^e was commanded, unfolded 
his cramped legs, and, looking back upon 
his dig, as a sign to the creatuDS to follow 



Digitized by 



Google 



AN )XORl>S. 09 

him, stoody without the door of the bungalo, 
ready to precede us, on the way, while we 
were re-mounting the elephant, on which we 
had ridden, throughout our hunting expe- 
dition* 

The Indians, who had accompanied us to 
the chace, ran hefore us, as well as hy our 
sides, making a noise, with tymhals, and 
firing pistols, to scare away any wild beasts, 
which might be lurking, in our vicinity; 
meanwhile, our path was pointed out to us by 
our little guide. 

I was surprised diat none of the Indians 
knew the way to this cave, and ezpresseft my 
astonishment, to the Colonel, who asked them 
the reason of their ignorance ? They informed 
him tliat they were very little conversant with 
this part of the country; but that, from the 
strange legends, which bad been handed down, 
concerning the cave of Vishnpu, and the 
solitude of its situation, they liad never liked 
to approach it. 
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A more grandly wild, and savagesmie, thaa 
smLidian forest, with itB fearful jungles, to^ 
getter with the dreadful echoes of the roar qf 
wild beasts, which thunders through its darl^ 
and, apparently, interminable mazes^ caoi 
scarcely be conceived. A sensation is 
awakened, mate peculiarly terjifying, , tbai)i 
can be imagined, by those, who h$ive not 
experienced it* On one side, a huge serpent 
coils his folds round the rugged, uAeoutl^ 
bough of some enormous tree, and, attaching 
himself to it, to the extent of half his lengthy 
curls foith his horrid head^ and distended jayr^ 
as if jthreatening to dart down upon wnatso-? 
ever may happen to pass beneath. On the. 
other, perhaps, a similar horror assails the 
sight ; or some lioness may be seen, springing 
from the thicket, or a tiger, with his fiery,, 
glaring eyes, couched, in the attitude of 
watching his prey* 

the monkeys, which were innumerably 
were qmte furious at the din of our lymbali^. 
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and scrambled about the boughs, over our 
heads, making the most hideous mouths at us, 
and the most discordant no ises^ expressive of 
their anger at our intrusion on their privacy. 
Through this region of soJitude, savageness^ 
and horror, we proceeded, for the distance of* 
five or six miles, by a path, so perplexed, and 
intricate, that it was, with difficulty , we could | 

force our passage through it, and n.ot without | 

themost imminent danger, pardculatly in one | 

instance, where we, on a sudden, descended ^ 

into a deep and dark ravine^ at the bottom cf | 

which, the brush-wood was so thick, that our ^ 

little guide was taken up, with us, upon the ^ 

elephant, and, the Indians, before they ad« ^ 

vanced, were obliged to li^t a great, blazing | 

fire, to scare away the wild beasts, which ^ 

might find a cover in its recesses* This was <; 

an admirable expedient, and served as a very | 

effectual protection; for, as there was a 
quantity of dry rush, and flag-grass, it caught 
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fire, faistanUy, and blazed on, in a train of 
light, before us, through the whole ravine. 

We were, nevertheless, not destined to pass 
it without an adventure ; for, just as we had 
reached the further end of it, out sprung, 
from a cavity, in the sideof the precipice, full 
on the haunches of our elephant, a terrible 
monster of a royal tiger. Colonel Cawdore 
and I each lodgeda ball, the oae, in its head, 
the other, in its body ; and thus liberated our« 
selves, instantly, from our <knger; but it is a 
kind of peri], in which I never wish to be 
placed again, however quickly I may have 
been fortunate enough to escape from it 

On reaching the extremity of the ravine, 
we passed along, for some distance, by the 
side of a swamp, in the middle of which, we 
taw great numbers of elephants, bathing, and 
spoudng about the water, from their trunks. 
Our Indians, also, pointed out to us, two 
alligators, of whichj the boy told us, that the 
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swamp was full. It covered a vast eictent, of 
many hundred acres, forming a great chasm, 
in the forest, the end of which, we, ii^ vain, 
endeavoured to discover. 

The alligators, which I had seen, were 
lying with their hacks just above the surface 
of the water, and could scarcely be distin- ! 

guished from trunks of trees. ! 

We now began to emerge ftom th^ wood, | 

which, as the boy informed us, we had passec) | 

iat its very narrowest extent. A most exqui- | 

sitely grand and picturesque scene, here burst ^ 

upon us. We found ourselves in the middle | 

of one huge grotto, of moimtainous rock, ^ 

trough which, a rapid, and wide torrent | 

rolled, dashing over the precipitous bed of ^. 

its current, in a continual succession of deep j 

cascades, with a roar, which awakened the | 

echoes of the adjacent forest. In the midst of 
the stream, at the foot of one of these cas- 
cades, was a beautiful, little island, covered 
with banyan, and cocoa«nut trees, and. 
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amongst them, a huge Talipat tree, which 
spread its great, broad leaves, into the very 
middle of the waters of the cascade, and 
completdy hid them in its foam. 

A religious kind of awe seemed to have 
seized' upon the whole party of our Indian 
attendants. The solitude of the place, the 
monotonous, hoarse roar of the torrent, the 
gloomy grandeur of the vast rock, in the 
chasm of which, we were ingulphed, all 
conspired to excite a feeling of dread, of 
which the Colonel and mysqlf could not be 
insensible. 

This spot, we were told, was a haunt, 
sacred to Brahma, and the cave, of which we 
were in quest, was, at no very great distance, 
from the passage, at which we had entered the 
chasm. 

Suddenly, our little guide, after having led 
us, in silence, over the crags, and enormous 
masses of black rock, which formed the bank 
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of the river, sank before our feet, and was, 
entirely, hidden from our sight. We per-^ 
ceived, on moving a step or two further, that 
he had shd into a cavity, about the deptl^ of 
six or seven feet. Into this, we, instantly, 
followed him, fearing Jest we should lose 
him, and continued descending, by degrees, 
deeper and deeper, till we must have been, 
at the very least, twenty feet below the surface 
of the river. At length, we ceased de^ 
scending, and proceeded along aflat, level 
bottom. 

By the ^tunning sound, which noyf assailed 
pur ears, almost sufficiently to occasion deaf-r 
ness, we concluded that our subterraneous 
passage stretched under the bed of the river, 
in which supposition we were confirmed, by 
our interpreter, who gave us to understand, 
from the boy, that we were beneath one of 
the niost impetuous falls of any, which the 
whole course of the river could display, after 
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wliich, the passage extended completely 
through the mountain, for the distance ofji 
nearly, two hundred yards. 
When, at lengdi, we bad s^ain ^erged^ 

Dias in luminiB orasi 

we hung back, for ^ moment, quite appalled 
by the terrific grandeur of the appearance, 
which nature, here, assumed. 

The rock rose, before us, in a thousand, 
different, ihntastic shapes; some resembling 
the human figure, others spiral, and writhing 
upwards, their stony folds, to the height of 
fifty feet, inexact resei^iblance, to a monstrous 
serpent ; others, again, formed minarets, and 
peaks, which being, in some places, perforated, 
as if for windows, had the appearance of old 
Gothic ruins, the effect of which, was height^ 
ened, by the grey moss, spread over them, and 
a rough kind of incrustration, which covered 
their surface. 
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These uncouth figures, of stone, formed 
themselves into a long, and narrow oval, at 
he furthest extremity of which, one immense, 
ponderous slab of black rock, elevated itself 
to the height of about eighty feet Its sum* 
mit ended in a colossal form, exactly repre-* 
senting the bust of a man. From a vast 
aperture, which formed the mouth of this 
gigantic image, gushed a flood of black water, 
like that of Acheron, and which dischai^ed 
itself, by a headlong channel, over the adja- 
cent crags, into a deep, obscure basin, in the 
, middle of the oval. 

Our whole troop of Indians fell, trembling; 
on their faces, before this colossal bust, which, 
our interpreter informed us, was the image of 
Vishnou himself, whose cave, we beheld, in 
the £aaitastic amphitheatre of rocks around 
us. * 

The spot was, indeed, a fit habitation for 
poets to hallow, or render terrible, with the 
presence of a deity, good, or bad. For Tpy 
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part, I should have pronounced the place, 
more suited to the character of the powers of 
darkness, so hidieously gloomy was it, and so 
terrific in appearance ; btit, whether good or 
bad, every thing breathed the deity, and 
brought him to the imagination, far more 
power&Ily, than any artificial sanctuary of 
worship, possibly, could have done. 

Prsesentiorem coDspicimus Deum 

« « « « 

Qaam si rejioBitiiB sub trabe citrefi, 
Fulg^et anro, et Phidiacft manii. 

Forcibly, indeed, did we feel the truth of 
flicse beautiful lines of Gray — It is in the 
survey of nature, in the contemplation of 
her grandeur, her beanties, her terrors, th^t 
man, most sensibly, feels the influence of devo- 
tion, upon his soul, and becomes most con- 
scious, at once, of his own insignificance, 
and the greatness of the Supreme Author, the 
mighty Creator of all things ! 
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Our little guide, now, led us, by a nide fliglit 
of natural steps, to the back of the huge slab, 
which was surmounted by the image of the 
god, to whom this fearful recess was conse- 
crated, and conducted us, by a somewint 
narrow aperture, into a long, dark, and 
spacious cavern. 

At the extremity of this cavern, we were 
able to perpeive, by the aid of the light, 
afforded by two or three lamps, the figures 
of four aged persons, three of thom wo- 
men, and one man, (an old Pir, as the 
religious devotees are termed, in Hindostan,) 
who, from the muttering kind of chant, which 
they uttered, I concluded, were occupied in 
some devotional exercise. 

On our entrance, into the cavern, they 
started up, and demanded, who interrupted 
their pious exercises, smd what might be 
the object of our presence, in so solitary a re- 
treat? 

Mararl exclaimed our little guide, address- 



Digitized by 



Google 



110 CONFESSIONS OF 

ing the old man, with a profound reverence, 
Marai ! you recollect the little companion of 
your devotions? lam he, and am come from 
the dervish ISachar, to desire an interview, for 
these strangers, with Hoonah, if, yet, Hoonah 
be alive. 

Ah! thou little run-away, hast thou, at 
last, found thy way back to the cave of 
Vishnu, to the sacred retreat of the holy 
mother ! Hoonah is yet alive ; but the hours 
of her life are waxing short ; and terrible 
bodings have, of late, warned her of her 
approaching end. The fire, on her altars, 
has burned less bright, and fearful visions, at 
dusk, amid the rocky abode of the deity, Have 
terrified, and subdued her spirit. Hush f J I 
hcariier call. This noise has awakened her, 
from a slumber, into which she had fallen, 
or some frightful dream has scared sleep from 
lier eye-lids. 

Scarcely had the Pir ceased speaking, when • 
we beard a scream, from within, atid a faint 
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voice, calling out for help, and which, being 
followed by a tremulous groan, led us to 
suspect that the last moments of the person, 
firom whom it proceeded, had already 
arrived. 

The old man, and the three women, accom- 
panied by the litde boy, rushed into an inner 
recess of the cavern, to the entrance of which, 
we went, to hear what might pass : from 
seeing what occurred, we were, altogether, 
prevented, as the passage was not direct, 
but winding. 

We could perceive that the aged inmates 
of the cavern, had all crowded round the 
person, whose voice we had heard, giving 
such assistance as was requisite, and, at the 
same time, making enquiries after the state, 
in which she was »- 

No 1 no ! the same faint voice answered, 
impatiently, the lingering spirit mil not quit 
me yet. The obstinate spark is not doomed 
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to be extinguisbed yet. The hour of death is 
not yet — Ha! interrupting herself, by a 
scream, she cried out, apparently, at the 
sudden appearance of the little boy, art thou 
here ? Speak then, harbinger of my fete I 
Say, on what mission, thou hast come hither. 
But, I can spare thy tale, I know it alL I 
have been taught it all. Yet, say on, and 
let me hear the death-word, from thy lips. 

The boy informed her of his message, from 
the dervish, and the interview, required of 
her, from the persons, whom he had guided to 
her abode. 

Before he had concluded speaking, he was 
interrupted, by Hoonah, in a tone of honor, 
which spoke the troubled state of her mind, and 
indicated that some weight oppressed it, either 
the effect of guilt, or of feais or of both* 

Bring them before me! she screamed out, 
bring them, and let me search, in their coun- 
tenances, the likeness of that vision, with 
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which I have been tormented. The hour is 
come, when all must be fulfiUed, and Hoopah's 
mortal pangiB end« 

In a few moments, we were introduced* 
into the inner recess of the cavern. There, 
the dying woman, fedining on a rude couch, 
coDstruoted of cane and mat-work, supported 
in the anns of the Fir, and the three aged 
comgaoions of his devotions, met our eyes. 

She had rallied all her strength, to keep 
her head as erect, as she was able, and she 
stretched ibrwaid, with an eager, and stedfast 
gaze, towards tha enUance of the recess, 
when we went in* 

The Colond, having walked fiist, she, for 
a moniept, fixed her wild, glarh^ ^es, 
^imghfc with the ai^ect of death* i^on his 
coaateoanoe* and^ as qmckly-; turned dicir 
l^ance from his, upon mine* 

In 4 moment, with a look of mingled 
honor and curiosity, she searched my features, 
when, suddenly, she uttered a screami and 
Vol* III. 4« 
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fell back, in the arms of her attendants, with 
an af^parent effort, to mutter some words, 
which fell, in incoherent syllables, froinher 
quivering, palhdlips. 

It was not, for some time, that she 
recovered herself. When, at last, she be-* 
came sufficiently composed to speak, ^e 
fixed her eyes, calmly, upon my face, and, 
motioning me, with her hand, to come to 
her. 

Yes, said she, young man, it is no counter 
nance but thine, which has haunted me, for 
these many months past; and which, dreams, 
and strange voices, heard, in my disturbed 
slumbers, have forewarned me, should be 
present on my death-couch. Yet, I know 
not why thy countenance should haunt me; 
or what can be the meaning of the mystery, 
which seems to attend the idea of thy features. 
Say, for what, is it that thou art come ? 

She was then informed, through the roiedium 
df the interpreter, what was the sut^ject of 
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the Colonel's curiosity, and, that he had been 
directed to her, as the only person, from whom 
he might hope to gain any information on it, 
hy the dervish Zachar. 

Wh«i she understood the nature of the 
circumstances, of which, an explanation was 
soi:^ht, she, for a while, remained wrapt in a 
profound state of tho\]^ht, and mental solici-* 
tude; which she, at length, broke, by a 
hurried exclamation, at the same time, spring* 
ing upright, with an extraordinary effort, on 
the couch, from the arms of those, who sup- 
ported her. 

I do, I do remember it ! It had long faded, 
from my recollection ! she cned out ; but, 
added she, lowering her tone, the wrath of 
Vishnu is upon me, and awakens, in my 
mind, the secret of my guilt, which had been 
hidden from me. I remember, now, too 
well, the wicked act, and there, pointing to 
me, is the testimony of my iniquity. Listen 
then, to the tale, which you are seeking to 
kiiow. Draw near ! 
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On this, she made a sign, to the interpreter, 
to step close to her. We were aD breat!hlesi| 
end waiting, with profound attention, for the 
words, which should proceed from her Hps^ 
The Colonel could scarcely coxKtain the rest? 
lessness, or subdue the nervous agitation, 
which possessed him, and, as for my o\m 
feelings, I cannot attempt to describe ttem. 

In a fbw moments, she broke siilence, ia 
Sie following words : 

For a long time, 1 bad been in the babit dP 
practising m^ic, and Che science df speBs,^ 
charms, and incantations, in the neighbour'* 
hood of Bombay ; a piirsuit, Whidh I, fott-of 
all, adopted, to gain a livelihood, from <hbse, 
who Nvere credulous enongh to place MlSti in 
the efficacy of my rites; but, trhicb I, after-r 
wards, continued, from having, ^by I6ng fastbit, 
persuaded myself into the idea that -they, in 
truth, possessed real lartue and efficacy, and« 
as believing them siich, I applied myself, with 
most infernal assiduity and disriousoess, to 
their prosecution. 
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The horrid rited, which I was in the custom 
of celebrating, make me shudder at their bare 
idea. Amongst others, was one, most dread- 
ful ceremony, which was exercised in the 
operation of a love-charm : this was no other 
than a sacrifice of human blood, of immo- 
lating infaats, upon ray accursed altars. 

The charsit which was to operate upon the 
beart of any native, who applied to me, was 
to be produced, by the sacrifice of a child, of 
the same^ dark colour, and complexion, as 
the person, on whose account the philtre was 
to be wrought; and, as there were none, 
amongst the English settlers of the place, who 
were so deluded, as to believe in such palpable 
absurdities, the applications, for my exercises 
in magic, were, exclusively, made, by 
Indians. 

One day, however, it happened that a 
young officer, who had little more sense than 
the ignorant, unenlightened Hindoo, came to 
the solitaiy seat of py inferoal opeiationsi 
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and b^ged that I would exercise them^ in hist 
b^ia}f> to influence the heart of a young lady, 
&e daughter of a g^eral officer, who had 
r^eivedall his addresses, \^hich had been 
ardent, and unremitting^ with iniffiSnrencQ 
and disdain. 

Having extorted a handsome present, aff the 
r^wiard of my exertions, m fab iavour, I 
deisired him not to let his spirits forsake him, 
for ibat I would, d|0|tly» * render the lady, 
whom- he loved, ftfOpitious to his addresses, 
and compel her to retiqfti the aMour of Insf 
afifection, with an ample, miAual r^ard. 

After he had takes hin/ leaved me,>about 
an hour, I considered^ ^s^mysdf^ as to the 
^gagement, I wa»lo pierfofem, diat, it would 
be necessary, in the pi^esentv instance, to sacri- 
fice an infant, of European complexion ; and, 
accordingly, 1 set out, in quest of a vibdm, 
for the accomplishment of my design. ' I 
recollected ^t, when passi&g near lii»t^ 
donees of the militaxy, in -Bombay, I had 
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<^itefB, ^playing vodst the vera&da, in hoot 
of die house, withafilfcieinfent Thither! 
determined to direct fuyifxM^pi^ resohing, 
in my own niind^ that this in&nt should be 
tl^ yictim, for the ritesy whiph I had pledged 
nijfselfj to perfomu 

It wasatanhonrof'tfaeday, iriben few of 
^e Enropeans ere ever able to move aibroadf 
on a^BpQunt of the heat, just as the sun was 
momiting high in his couise^ and had put 
foith ell his power, Aat I aalfied out, on my 
gttikyexpeditiaB, 

The house, to whiehlum AOMt to dife««t 
my footsteps, was ritu^^ in a iece(Nt,'wil|i4| 
passage, leading downtpit, fromtlie st^eeu 
•and which coBumMokated^widi the veranda, 
•Iipassad the house, without hein^ fiatioedj,'and 
.perceived die Utde oljeot «f my bloody >oem? 
'missieii, asusual, {dating on die mat, ^vAh 
'twUehf die floorofr«ilift ^esnda wee #oveied. 
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ilnder the care of a nursery-girl, wbo \vas. 
occupied with some needle-work, and did* 
not see me. Delighted at having my Tictim 
ill sight, I screened myself, behind a projecU 
ing comer of the nearest house, and watched 
aii opportunity of ^^nyingitawa^, in case the 
girl should happen to leaver her charge, 

1 was not disappointed. The oppoptuni^ 
was, veryshonfy, aSbrded me, c^ carryiiig 
iny design inteeiiecution: and, die girl, having 
gone into the liouse for something, I, dejLt&^ 
bously, ^entek«d the veiaqda, sUjiped away, 
with the child in my arms, and, turning dowii 
a little; blind afiey^ not hv fcom the spot, 
'effectually secured my prize, beyond the 
chance of discov^. 

When I returned to the scene of my lMHr«> 
rible incantations, I lost no time in com* 
mencing to put my purpose into execution* 
The 'fire was kindled on the altar, the 
apparel was strij^ from the Ijender bod|y of 
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Ihe in&nty whose cries, maide a "vsili appecdln 
my heart, for mercy. The l^fe ^iras fadd tqi 
its throat... .,••««•• ••ir«. •*•«••• 

Power of HeaTeni * arigfafc, ^i^iich I eooW 
pot control, repressed my arm, as k WW «q^ 
lifted to Strike; a xttore ^bm hmnao feree 
restrained its nerves, «nd paradyzed its 
energies. The Jchiie dropped frobi my gnufp, 
my arm fell, neariy KMess^ hy nqty ende^ a 
horrid chill orer-spredd toy whdle frame, ay 
eyes were, suddenly, Opened, and my 4inii4 
wa^ awakened to a semte of ^ gniH, whidh 
I was ahout to incur. The reniorae, I He^t, 
was irresistible. The odious fire, which i 
bad cherished into a blaise, withso'eaiticidiyie 
an assidtdty, and with so scn^iiloos ai| 
exactness of witchery, and charm, nvas 
quenched ; and the altar, on which it had 'been 
Icindled,. thrown to the gFOund ; the gaMnttits, 
of which I bad stripped ^e cMld, were 
instantly put on it again, and, though I did 
not dare, forfearof detection, votBk^ it,bad( 
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to the spot, whence I had stolenit, yet I 
resolved oa conveying it to the town, and 
laying it,. in some plape, where^ I thought, it 
would he discovered, and, ultimately, rest(»ed 
to its parents, who, of course, I oonjectoreijp 
would ^lstitute a strict search after it. . 

By the ohscure^, and least notorious paths, 
.which I could pursue, I hastened hack, wit^ 
the infant, to the town, and entered it, by a 
small lane, but little frequented, not very far 
from the port. I was so terribly alarmed, at 
the idea of detection, ihst I determined to 
pitt the, child down, in the first street^ into 
which, I should come. The street was long 
and narrow, and, chiefly, inhabited by sea- 
&rix2g men ; fipm its contiguity to the sea« 
shore. . . 

The moment I had deposited my burthen, 
I stole back, and secreted myself in a dark 
comer of, a vile, . little, dirty ^urt^ which 
opened upon the street, to observe if any one 
should come to take up the child* In a fe? 
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miniites, a sailor, who appeared to be huA^bg 
to go on board a vessel, passed near it, and, 
looking, hastily, at it, snatched it upj and boi« 
it away, towards the port. 

I hope, toHeayen, I exckimed, that the 
poor in^t may be. recovered by ilis parents, 
whoever may have found it« lio doubt. 
Providence, which has rescued it, from my 
guilty knife, will restove it to those, from 
whom it has b«en snatched With this re^ 
flection, and thanking Heaven, again and 
again, for my escape, by a supdmatural inter- 
vention, from the crime I meditated, I slunk 
back to my den, determining to destroy all 
the vile imfdements of my hateful profession^' 
and abandon, at once, the exercise of such 
wickedness, and the scene of its operation. . 

I had once heaid, from a hoary and a^ed 
seyd, of this solitary, unfrequented, and 
scarcely known spot, consecrated to the great 
god Vii^u. I had been informed of its 
situation, aod determined to leave do effinrt. 
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lintrifld, lo gam aoceas to ita tliere, I 
resolved on dadicating mfi/etd to tke true 
iPOTship of the gods of my country, and 
^endeavoufing to atone, for my past iniquity, 
by my future penitence, and devotion. Fully 
iiapressed with diis idea, I set out, on my 
expedition^ with a soatowfol, and repent* 
ant heait, tod, piaying the foi^veness of 
Hoavep) I consigned myself to its protection^ 
thiough the pdik of the way, viFhich lay 
before Ode* 

The date of these ciivaM&atanoM wad somi» 
tw«ify yean ago. I was past sixt^, ^n, by 
lnxyeais» and am now so old, and enieebl^ 
that nothii|g, but aft an^sual efi^, would have 
enabled me to recall to mf re^lleqitson, what 
I have related* 

It was, now, tie third day <^ my expedU 
fiosk The si|n wds setting, behind the extent 
aive rixi^ of huge motitain% witich run along 
tbebadkof thitf vpGi; when^ almost fainting 
fiom iatiga0 and hungef, I sunk, exhausted. 
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at die door of a hut, oa the horden of the 
other side of the forest, inhabited by a dervisht 
the v^ry same old man, by whose divectiony 
you have found your way hither. 

Venemtion for his holy calling, and con-^ 
fidence in his kindness and mild demeanour, 
inspired me with courage to disclose, to him, 
in part, the circomstances, which I hav^ 
confessed to you, together with the present 
object of my wanderings, and I ende^ by 
implcHfing his intercession fof to^; with 
Heaven, and his guidance to the spot, wUther 
I was hound. 

He shuddered at the narrative of my crimes, 
though I concealed from him, the last, of 
which I have made a disclosure to you ; but 
pitied me, and commended my contrition. 
As to the spot, whither, I was desirous to 
retire, he told me that he, indeed, knew where 
it was; but tbink you, he demanded, you 
could have sufficient courage to pass your 
days in so dreadful an abode? You know 

VOL. III. If 
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not the t^ble diings which, I hs^e heard, 
fylrp place in that regimi of tenor, or the 
appalling manifestations of the deity, the 
bare idea of which, has, hitherto, preserved 
die spot inviolate, from human intercourse. 
Few, very few, have been hardy enough, 
even from the impulse of curioedty, to visit the 
cave of Vishnu. 

I told him that my mind had been, long, 
accustomed to tenors, and that no gloom of 
ntuation, no tales of fear, could divert me from 
fixing my abode, in the retreat, to which, I 
desired to be directed, and begged that he 
would lend me his guidance to reach. 

It so happened thai, the next morning, a 
large hunting-party passed by the cottage; a 
favourable opportunity of effecting our pur- 
pose, and which we did not suffer to escape* 
Accordingly, we joined the rear of the troop, 
as if excited by cujfiosity, and followed it up 
the country. 
After a long exctmon, of two days^ we 
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Itfrived at the bank of a rapid river; when 
thedervish and I, lagging behind the rest of 
the party, placed ourselyes in a little, fishing 
canoe, of which there were many drawn up» 
along the bank, and proceeded down the 
stream, which whirled us along its current, 
with a fearful velocity, for the distance of 
some miles, when the dervish admcmished me 
that it was dangerous to trust ourselves, any 
fuither, on the current, and, with some diffi- 
GulQr, having noanaged to get our canoe close 
to the bank, we disembarked, and continued 
our way by land* Suddenly, arose before 
us, a hi^ and towerii^ bulwark of rocky 
mountain, the only avenue, through which, 
was that, where by the river flowed. 

At this chasm, we entered into the interior 
of the region of rock, and witnessed the same 
scene, which you must have beheld, since 
this point is the necessary entrance to the cave 
of Vishnu, by which ever way, approached. 

There is, said the dervish, pointing to the 
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(forest, widch skirted one side of llie rocl^ 
crowning the top of its ridge of dark, umbt** 
gebns fcdiage, there is a nearer way to dna 
spot, from my cottage, through the wood; hut 
one, which it wonki have heen fanpoMihle Ibr 
US to pvraue, on account of the flwatnas of 
savage heasts, which infest its interior: an^ 
flow, heboid yourself near that cave, wUdi 
makes the heart of man nnk within him^ 
even to speak of. There, added he, pointing 
to the side opponte the wood, there, bdiinl 
this momitm of rock, lies the abode «f 
Vishnu. 

As I coold percdye no possible access to 
the cave, I was unable to conceive how k 
4Cou]d ever be approached. The same sensa*- 
tiOns of surprise, which possessed yoii, in oqr 
way hither, before Ihe tremendous spedacla 
of the cave, at that time, filled my bosom. 

But I am dwdUii^, too long, on ciicimi^ 
itsmces, which have now been recalled, with 
peculiar force, to my reoollectioii. . SaBm 
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it to say, my j^ears have been passed, since 
the period, I, fiist, reached this spot, in adora- 
tionofthe great power, which presides over 
it. With no other companions of my peni- 
taQC^e, than the few aged persons, who have 
joined my retirement, and that litde boy, who 
bas been your guide hither, whom the indi- 
gence of his parents exposed, near this solitary 
place, to find death by hmiger, or fall a sacri- 
fice to the voracity of the vultures, which 
haunt the mountain, or the beasts, which prowl 
around its confines. 

My day is spent, my course accomplished. 
In the gloom of dusk, as I was praying, 
beneaih the base of Vishnu^s image, I was 
slarded by a vision, whose ^e bore an exact 
likeness to thine own, young man. 

This she said, moving her head, slowly^ in 

token.that she was addressing herself to me« 

Methought, in that visicm, that I traced 

features, which, I could not help thmking, I 

had seen before. I can now, well> discern that 



Digitized by 



Google 



DS0 CO^FSBSIONS OP 

it was tbe idea of the mfsmt*« featuro^ die> 
infant, whose tale I have TeMted to yoo; 
which playedy thoi^h with no dictii^ctnesBy ■ 
lapon my mind*s eye. Those features, yonng 
^an, are thine. Such was thy hrow, even la 
infenoy, such the colour of thine iSyes. 

She paused, and, seeming as if tavejDonecfc' 
something, which had, hithorto, escaped hei^ 
she said, but there is on^ sign, which wfll; 
make me quite certain that thyself, and tha( 
babe, are the same; On this, she bade me 
stoop, and, raising, with her feeble, tHeiMilmg* 
hand, the hair of my temples, screambdl)!^ 
it is, it is the same! I \^ow thbe hfUbU 
mark ; I know thine head to be' that hcni^ 
in£uit-head, ^l^ch these impioiis hands' W^itf^ 
pnce, raised to pollute. « ^ •• ^ ••••••• •• « ^^^ > 

Again, she continued: aslMspv&yBigyin 
t)ie same spot, the samfe vision rifreaCbd/iilyf 
attentipn, and, at night, the night wttJi 
succeed^ that eyentfbl motniiig^ a .lesdfeMr 
and horrid dream told me, I shouki die; bofc' 
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not till I had viewed the living image of the 
vision. 

Again, the dream hamited me, and bade 
me offer my vows to Vishnu, while yet the 
&oe of day was not hidden from my eyes, 
which, bysmi-sety might eternally be veiled 
^rom me.' 

Here^ she fell into convulnve paroxysms, 
tittering the most acute screams, and strug- 
gling, as if in the most dreadful agonies. 
For a moment, she paused, and mutterii^ out 
the words— 

My .tour is corneal saw him in Ae 
wo6d^I tieard his footsteps near the flood— 

I felt his presence, ere I saw. ..•••• 

her paroxysms recurred, and she sunk» life- 
less, amid agonizing shrieks, which died, iQ 
terrific, cadence, pn her tongue^ . 
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CHAP. DL 



THB TEMPLB OP TISHNU. HINPOO ^ 

MyTHOLOOY. 



Too Tast a dome for human eye to i 
And e*eB scarce to be grasped, in the mind^ 

Old Plat, 

• ••••••••••« ••••••that far surpassed 

The wealth of Onnus and of Ind^— MiLTOVt 



It was a long time, before any of us could 
fommon courage to give our thoughts utter* 
anoe; after having witnessed so terrible a 
spectacle^ We were all struck dumb, and 
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lemainecl) as it we re l aw l yfedaadttotiQiilete, 
uoAf BCBXO^f daring todnwour bml^ firam 
IffTOr and artoninhmfinn 

Aft koglK when tbe intennly of ttnaae- 
menl bad aubaded, andweweve^ itf some 
sMBsare^ idtoied to oompoaupgy each gaifte a 
vest to faisfediiigis by » mutoaUy, intochang- 
fagy with liisii^g^iboiiry expreasioiiB of won** 
der, pify, awe^ and aolenm vefiedioii. 

Tho Cofeiiel found i«)ief, for the fbllness 
cfhii heart, by ftiliiigon mf neck, asd bnnt^ 
ing into tears; wovdsbdi^ denied fahn, to 
express lus joy, on the one faaikd^ atthe object 
of his enquiry having been attained, and his 
siiq[»ciQn8, so miraculously confirmed; and 
his astonishment, on the odiier, at all the 
surprising oiix^umstaHoes^ wUdi he h&d 
witnessed, with his eyesand eats, in the coune 
of the enquiry, on vriuch he had set out 

The amazeiiicnt, we eiperienoed, at Ae 
bare rejection of the expedition, we had made, 
and the spot to which it had conducted as. 
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were sufficient to overwhelm us, without dfty 
additional drcumstances to augment its in« 
duence. As to me, I appeared, as if I were 
haunted, by some istrange, confounding dream ; 
for. the .events of which, I was unable io 
account, axKl the svrprise, arising- fi^m them, 
I could not repel, from mf mind. 

All the wonden, however, destined to m^eeC 
our eyes, had not, as ^pet, been seen, and, if 
the wonders of nature had hidierto so much 
astounded us^ we were, now, going to expe- 
rience a no less powerful sensation of wonder, 
from the contemplation of those, which were 
/die productioa of art 

The three old tromen had, by this time, 
laid, decendy, oot, upon the couch of mat, 
the corpse of Hoonah, amidst every demon- 
stration of .grief, piercing cries, beating of 
breasts, and teanngof hair; in which diey 
were joined by the Pit, and our whole troop 
pf Hindoos, 

lliese ]l2oentalaon8, they kept up, for a 
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full boiir, when my interpreter informed m^ 
that they were going to remove the corpse, intd 
the temple of Vishnu, which was an immense, 
suhterraneous hall, where they, ultbnately, 
intended to inter it< ' 

The Indians took up the corpse, fh>m the 
coudb, and walked, slowly, with it, towards 
the opposite extremity of the apartment, 
preceded hy the Pir, and the three old women, 
who, all the wUle, kept xxp a kind of mourn-' 
fulchaunt; the women, at intervals, beating- 
their breasts^ and tearing their hair. Having 
reached die wall, the Fir, by the aid of a 
lamp, searched for a small^ sHding bok, by 
wliich, a door, communicatrngwithalong, 
narrow, vaulted passage, was kept closed^ 

The effect of the cries, and lugubrious 
chaunt of the old women, as they echoed 
along this subterraneous passage, was very 
singular, and wild. When the procession had 
reached the end of this passa^^e, the Fir, with 
a huge^ brass key, turned back the bolts of two 
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wuuam, foUkg doon, of the idiiie BMlt^ 
irhicb, imfainbmeoi»ly» flew open, and <fi»- 
dosed die 8td>tesaiieoifi wonders ci Ihe 
temple of Vi^hmi. In vadD^diould I attempt 
to describe the magnificenOeof^eqpecttbd^ 
which was thus disc^oqed* 
. Hewaoot^of thelbowebof the moimtftin; 
an immense vatdtwaa displayed to. jus/ 6^ 
one thoinnd jnsid^ indiaKeter ! ' Thefode^ 
of ^hich k^eide&were oon^posed^ afforded a 
qplendid qontrast to tfiat^wliiohwe4i^ hitherto 
aeeiL Thei colour of Ibe sbne^- of which Ae 
outer Cive «fi'\^nihnv^' well as ofihe motm* 
lain, ttioiig^.wliidi4he fiver rati, was a dark,* 
black, and, in some places, ii^n-*gfey; bue 
that, whkh we now. saw, was of Che most 
cQmpletdy wiiite marble. 

There was not a dngle celfhnh, 'throi:^oat 
the whole space of the vault, to break the 
view of the entire rofanda, the roof of which 
was at 80 great a height, above our heads, 
aad of such vride dimensions, that its whole 
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cireidt, laken m one view, had tlie i^patrmcte 
<xf the wide, oomprebenaive wtmSaut. of Aft 
audi of heaven itseHL . 

To add to the grandeur of its dmienBioii% 
the blaze of light, which ^ot ferth, 6omaH 
sides, above, affoand, below, reluierod it one^ 
coii^>lete bo<ityofpiiretrakispatenieiidgence, 
which was «o dazzling, that, at ^xtt, k was 
impoflsible to look upon it» ftr mate jten « 



Tins WW flOGBnoned b jr a ^wiieQr df kmps^ 
which Bkoed (m pedeMidi of masfti^ goldw 
ISielampt, dianaelves, wete«f tiyMat, and 
iiilhe«liape:ofaais, ^Batblaitij^'and pedesi^ 
tab w«e of coloand Anensioiui^ vaA WDre 
anaqped, in oidetv oU fDuad die ^^nit of thif 
vaidL Twelve in pazticttiar, were of exoes* 
nve magnitude, and ^endoof. These were 
placed, on eadi ade of an enormous colossus/ 
representing 4lie deity^ who presided over 
this marvellous shrine. ' 

This figme was of (he prodigious heightof. 
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two hundred fe^ ! The arms and V&g^ ot 
gddy and the head and body of ja»per. On 
his head» was a crown of flaming gold, oma*- 
nented, with precious stones of an enormous 
fiizey ahd of every hue: amethyst, sapphire^ 
niby^ emerald, tc^pez, all conspired to augment 
the lustre of the tiara, in whifch they were 
placed,, with the mingled splendour of their 
purfde, vtokt, green, and yeilow rays. Above 
them, beamed a dildtre of diamonds, emitting 
a vivid, and l^umbent stream of light, to a obn-^ 
sideiable distance round, on every dde. 

Precioiis. stones also, the greater nuinbef 
of which, were diamonds, encircled the arms, 
kg9, and neck of the statue*. These were 
formed into various emblematic figures^ 
amongst which, that of the lotos was predo^ 
minant. The .reason of this was, because it 
Was the belief of the ^cieiit Hindoos, that 
Vishnu or Brahm% spruiig torn the lotos, 
during the flood. 

The circumstances, forming the subject of 
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this fable, were beautifully represented, by a 
pea of fretted silver, which extended arotiiid 
the statue, in a circumference of one hundred 
yards, in yarious parts of which, a kitos of 
diamond and gold, was seen to raise itself.' 
Around the feet of the statue, also, two huge 
lotos were placed, from which, it was intended 
that the figure of Vishnu shotdd haye the 
appearance of rising. 

In its right handy the statue grasped a huge 
serpent, the scales of which were of molten 
gold, and its head and tail of crystal, with 
rows of rubies placed, transversely, over it 
The eyes, also, were represented by two 
rubies, of an exceedingly large size. Ths 
was intended as an emblem of the destroying 
power of the deity, while that of his healing, 
and preserving capacity, was indicated by a 
l»anch of olive, made of crystal, with 
diamond buds, and which was stretched forth, 
in the other hand. 

Round the sea of silver, were placed images 
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of the celesU powers of Hmdoo mythology, 
aU of which were represented, as bowing 
down before the figure of the.supreme deity, 
Vishnu, These images were, likewise, of a 
colossal size, and, like that of Vishnu, were 
of gold and jasper, with diamond crowns. 
They were covered, with curious emblems, 
demonstrative of their di&rent capacities, 
and various imcouth characters, which the 
Pir himself was as little able to decypher, or 
understand, as I was. 

The most curious of the whole was the 
sacred Monkey, which was batten by the 
deity Visvacarma, who was the Vulcan of the 
liindoo celestial conclave, and the reputed 
architect of the surprising edifice, ii^hich we 
were, at present, surveying. 

The Mopkpy was, amongst other diffe- 
ipences of shape, distinguished from the rest, 
by a great, ending tail^ of green marble, 
which stretched upwards, to the height d 
ifbf or dxty feet« The most slender pai^ 
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of it, was not less thaa eight inches in 
diameter* 

Besides this figure, and that of Visvacarma, 
were those of Lashmi or Paravatis, the wife 
of Vishnu, which was decorated hy a beau- 
tifully worked silver mantle, flowing behind, 
in a train of thirty or forty feet ; of Caverah, 
Budha, son of Vishnu, Yama, Rama, Swarm- 
sis, Dhrutarass, Yudishteer, Bheem, Ureoon, 
Nacool, Scyhader, and others. 

Around these figures, as by the side of that 
6f Vishnu^ were crystal, globular lamps, on 
^estals of jasper, from the centre of each 
of which, rose, in the spiral, conic shape of a 
flame, an enormous diamond; so that, al- 
though it was impossible that any of these 
lamps should, from their immense height, be 
supplied with fire, by wluch the vault could 
be irradiated ; yet, the moment any light was 
brought within its precincts, it was instanta- 
neously thrown into a blaze, from the nume- 
lous diamonds, and other luminous stones, in 
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the Jamps, and on the images, which com- 
incnced sparkling in eveiy direction, and 
fComiDumcated, momentarily, the provoked 
effulgence of their lustre, firom one to ihB 
pther, with the effect, and expedition of 
magic 

Such were the objects of admiration, which 
the centre of this vault, of more than mortal 
workmanship, presented. At an interval of 
three hundred yards, from these, arose another 
great circle of colossal hmps, like those 
already mentioned, as decorating the extreme 
gircuit of the vault, as well as those, which 
Stood in the centre^ 

But, above all, was the appeaiance of thesa 
)am|)s, in particular, rendered brilliant and 
magnificent; for, roundeachof them, played 
fountains of water, which was spouted -ii^ 
into the air, by crystal tubes, in the shsqpe of 
branches, surmounted by stems of flaming 
jasper» and were hupg around with large, 
cixular, and oval rubies and emeralds, having 
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tbe appeaj^ce of fruit The water, as it 
fell, was rieceived in a kind ci troughs of 
firett<3d silver, and was carried off, l^ apertures* 
througlx the bottom of the rock. On the 
boughs, were placed innumerable figures of 
birds, of the most beautiful colours, in all 
altitudes of flying* These ^ceedingly 
increased the beauty of this rangukff specimen 
of ait, which was intended, merely, as an em-* 
bellishment to the temple, as the Pii infwmed 
me, and not as emblematic of any thing, 
unless, indeed^ it might repres^]^ S(»ie of the 
beaudes of Theylas or F&radise> in which 
supposition, he was, perhaps, supported by 
some characters, engraved on the trunks 
of the trees, of a similar descriptionj to thos^ 
mentioned above. 

Last of all, exactly midway between this, 
and the furthest circuit of lamps, which lined 
ihe walls, were placed, at opposite sides of 
the vault, answering to each other, four sped- 
ineps of workmanship, of the sam^ colossi 
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dimensions as those, which have heen already 
described. The first, was the great emblem 
of Vishnu, the sun, which was represented by 
a ponderous globe of rough, and extremely 
red gold, of a diameter of no less than ten 
yards! 

It was supported, on the heads of four, huge 
sphinxes, two oF green, and two of a reddish 
marble. The surface of the globe was 
marked, in three different places, with 
characters, which the Pir suggested as, pro- 
bably, indicative of the three ^i^^rent titles^ 
by which the deity, of whon^ it was an 
emblem, was invoked, namely, that of. 
Brahma, Siva, and Vishnu. By the first, he 
was addressed, while the sim was com- 
mencing his course, in the east; by the 
second, when that orb, as Milton says, high, 
noon has gained ; and, by the last, when it 
is setting, in the west. 

The remaining object of wonder, was a. 
specimen of that strange idol, the wOTship of 
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whicfay consdtuted.so important a part of the 
observances of all ancient religion^ namdy, 
the Phallus. This mysterious symbol of the 
generative principle^ was planed beneath a 
lofty canopy oi silver, supp(»tied on piUars of 
gold. U was painted over, wi& various 
colours; but, principaUy« with red ochre, as 
it appeared, and was formed of solid brass. 

The sides of the pillars were covered with 
symbols of a similar description, together 
with representations of every kind of animal, 
bird, beast, and fish, as well as that of the 
human rac6, in the process of that grand 
ordinance of nature, by which every species 
of living creature is perpetuated. 

Directly opposite to each of these subjects 
of wonder, was a corresponding specimen of 
art, of precisely the same description : and, 
round them all, was extended a gigantic circle 
of lamps, the pedestals of which, were 
entirely constructed of a blue, transparent 
substance, raised on a base of gold. 
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However inadequately I may have described 
the wondeis of this beautiful, and surprising 
vault, a faint idea, at least, has been afforded; 
both of its dimensions, and of the numerous, 
magnificent objects with which it is decorated , 
for to convey a description, wbidi should 
do justice to such a subject, is^ I am coiw 
fident, alto^^er impoHnbkt 
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CHAP. X. 

RBTURN TBROVGH I'HS FOREST. ttlS- 
♦TORY OF THE LITTLE GUIDE. DE»^ 
VISH*d COTTAGE. REVIVAL OF INTEL- 
LECTUAL ENERGY IN HINDOSTAN. 
SOCIETY IN INDIA, ITS PLEASURES 
AND ITS PESTS. SORROWFUL CONCLtf'- 
SIGN. 

Ag^aiD, where Ganges rolls its golden stream^ 
6hall bards delight to wake the tuneful theme ; 
Again, shall science vindicate her reign, 
And art shall imile, and lore iiuitruct again. 

Ahom. 

The body of old Hoonah, having been 
placed oo a bier, near the entrance of the 
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vault) weretumedy slowly, through the pas- 
gage, and the apartments of the cave, which 
she had occupied, and, once more, found 
ourselves, in the open light of day. 

The Colonel, now, gave a full vent to his 
joy, at having, at length, heen enahkdto 
address me, confidently, as his nephew, as 
the long sought son of his lamented sister. 

It was, now, full time fixr us to think of 
letuming to the cottage of th^ dervish* Ac- 
cordingly, we summoned, our Indians, and, 
taking leave of the venerahle Vii, and his 
sisters, in devotion, we proceeded on, amid 
thesam^ appalling soenes, which we bad 
already witnessed. The sensations of astonish- 
ment and delight, which 1 had felt, in con- 
templating the artificial wonders of the sub- 
terraneous temple, however strong they mj^ 
have heen, were not, nearly, so powerfu], as 
those of the awe and terror in my hreast, at 
the sight of the wild, terrific aspect of natures 
indie cave of Vishnu. 
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UsMXig readied the outlet, through the 
rock, into the wood, we found our elephant, 
inthe flaf^^y where ^e had Uh him, attached, 
by a rope, to the trunk of a tree, grazing, 
qtdtitly, OQ die gia^, ttneng the trees, or 
regaling himsdf on the young sprouts of 
shndo, and such branches of a plane, as were 
widLiniiis^reach* 

I looked bfidi:, tot a moment, on the 
rMBBntic beauties of the chasm, the crags of 
the roick, and die rapid waters of the river, 
lEkh its numerous cascades, rising one above 
ancAer, in loi^ succea^on, to a distance, 
iRdach:the eye wa9 unable to reach. 

Sh passi;^ along the stream, we alarmed a 
beAi of jackalls, which had come down, to 
date Ifaeir thirst, dose by the little island, 
t|6der one of the waters-falls. They, instantly, 
deounped, precipitately climbing over the 
rock, with a yell, which vibrated to the very 
heart of the mountain. 

We .efiecfced our passage, safely, through 

VOL. lU. O 



Digitized by 



Google 



150 CONFESSIONS QF 

the woody without any adventure, except 
being, now and then, pelted with cocoa-nuts, 
by the monkeys, in token of thsir rage at our 
insolent intrusion. 

It occurred to me, now^ to enquire, through* 
our interpreter>, concerning the litde boy,: 
who had been our guide : how it was that he : 
came to be so well acquainted widi the in-^ 
tricacies of this wild and sav^ . forest We 
were informed that lie had been in the con-. 
stant habit of attending hunting parties, in the 
woody with his father, who had lived a rude 
and savage life, near its precincts, at no very 
great distance from the spot, where the/ 
dervish dwelt, by which means, he had 
become so conversant with its recesses. His 
father, he added, having become tired of a^ 
spot, to which be had been long accustomed,- 
determined on leaving it, and removing' 
his place of residence higher up the country ; 
but, thinking he should find his boy an incon- 
venience^ to him> in the journey, he took him 
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out, in a boat, one evening, do^ii the river, 
on pretence of a fishing expedition, and, 
leaving him amongst the rocks of the chasm, 
through which we had passed, went away, up 
the river again, telling him, he was gone to 
fetch a net, which he had dropped out of the 
canoe, at some few yards distance ; but, 
really, with an intent of abandoning him alto- 
gether. The boy, after waiting a long time, 
and looking up the stream, for his unnatural 
parent, in vain, began to cry, and make loud 
lamentations ; when, shortly, attracted by the 
voice of his cries, he was found by old 
Hoonah, and the Pir, who took him, with them, 
through the subterraneous passage, into their 
cavern. Here he lived, for some months, and 
ass^ed in their devotions, till, becoming tired 
of a life, which he felt insipid, after having 
been bred up to pursue the wild sports of the 
field, he watched an opportunity of making 
his escape, and joined a party of hunters, in 
the wood, by which, he managed to effect his 
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return to the spot, where his father had £yed| 
but, no longer finding any trace of him diere^ 
he repaired to the cotts^ of the dervish, with 
whom he had lived ever since* 

At the dervish's cottage, we, at leagth^ 
furrived, and, having dismounted from aot 
elephant, we, again, entered the habitation of 
the good old man, who, kindly, made us accept 
a shelter for the night, since it was much too 
late to think of pursuing our way home^t 
Ivard. 

He placed, before us, fresh cocoa-nuts^ 
rice, fish, broiled in the sun, grapes. Grange^ 
dates, and many exquisite fruits, which these 
regions afford; and, during our repast^ he 
entertained us with a curious account of the 
doctrines of the ancient Hindoo rdigion^ 
illustrating the figures, which we related to 
him as having seen, in the subtemmeoui 
temple, with many stories, and mythological 
records. Amcmgst other things, we learnt 
from him, that the date, wfaidi saw tfaebirtK 
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of the wondenr we had contemplated, must 
have been, at least, two thousand years 
before the commencement of our Christian 
era: a period when the countries of Egypt 
and Hindostan monopolized the knowledge of 
all arts and sciences, and the exercise of all 
leli^ous mysteries. 

Abs ! added he, how different is the order 
of things now ! These countries, which, once, 
were a light to all the rest of the world, and, 
from whose sources, all nations of the earth 
drew sparks, to irradiate their own darkness, 
are now sank in gloom, and obscured in igno- 
rance, while others boast of the lore, which 
was originally drawn from them, and exult 
in a brilliancy, which is not theic own. The 
day may still arrive when science shall :^n 
lift up her head, in these neglected climes, 
which she has so long forsaken. The efforts 
of that great oountryman* of yours, have no( 

• Sir William Jouec^En. 
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been without their effects, in animating t]|« 
natives to attempt reviving the forgotten 
reputation of their ancestors. In many parts 
of India, where, before his exertion^, h^ 
behalf of the cause of learning, in Hindostan^ 
ignorance prevailed, it has been, in a grea| 
measure, dispelled, A i^ew vigour has bee» 
infused into the energies of the dervishes, and 
teachers of the people, and, from them, man^ 
of the poorest and most obscure of the nativei^ 
b^ive caight the honest conta^on^ andhavQ 
been inspired with a spirit of improvemenl. 
Even now, ba^ they instituted a8seinbli€% 
lunongst tfaemselvesy for debasing qqestioq^ 
i:elative to their own interests, idiich th^ 
are enabled to discuss;, with a d^;r^ tjf 
reason, and display Qf ii^formation, wbi^ 
could AO where have b^en Ibu^cl, bef<|f^ 
Joneahad awakaied them tp tbe senseof yi^ 
Ihey i)nce bad been, and had ropsed ^^"^(9 
shake off their lethargy^ and endeavour lx> 
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lace the eaaioplei ^el^ out k> them^ bj^their 

Ifear'the'dayjsfar^ fardistsmt^ before the 
.pountries of the Iiidu9 caa hold up their heads 
agau). The overthrow pf ovr glories, as a 
nation, in the fall of ^^^i^^^^i^^^^ ^ 7^ 
^eat monarchy of which we <aui boast» the 
dqx^pulations of the Persian usurper, over 
^adir, and the subsequent masteiy, obtained 
over us, 1^ the £im)j{e£p settlers in the 
counfiy^ are aU pbsteclesj to our recovery^ 
which we 'can scarce)^ ever hqpe toseefur- 
4&ounted 

This ^fitviea, die o)d nian endedf, with-a 
cig^, 9zxl sorrowfid shake of his head, in 
confinnatipn of the desponding sentimeqts, 
^hich ^ f^d f^ressed. These melancholy 
•ftflcKstion^ we .^ndeavoured to divert, l^ 
-que^iom^g h^pa 'foncqni«g the liten^ture of 
^tk«fmlt»a^rjparticii)arly,ti]^atof^ J^e 
^^iWWdf -veTr-l^ffl^ into a disci^spiq^i <» ^e 
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nature of Arabic and Persian letters, and, 
particularly, that of the poetry of those 
nations; in the course of which, he dwelt 
much on the beauties of Hafiz, the &vourite 
bard t)f Sir William Jones, with the other 
renowned bards of Sluraz, Ferdusi, and 
Saadi ; on which subject, he was warmed 
into an enthusiasm, which he indulged to the 
utmost, in reciting the finest passages, from 
these illustrious, Persian poets, not seeming to 
recollect, that the beauties, whicli he waslum- 
self, enjoying, were, altogether, hidden from 
us ; for these, he could not do otherwise than 
deliver in the original, although his conversa- 
tion, with us, hitherto^ had been carried on 
in English. Seeming, at last, to recollect 
that we could not paiticipate in the sublime, 
and beautifid rhapsodies, with which he w&s 
delighting himself, he bridled his tongue, in 
- the middle of one of his most fevoorite fii^^ 
of -Ferdusi, and apologized to us^ for bos 
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atMQkce of iiiiiid, wbich we wem tfoy wUl^ 
to paidofu 

For my pait^ I dechre> I p^v^ ipcfitt 8(» 
pleasanl ond idldfopfife 31i erettii^y in iiv^ 
life, i» I did^ b the iJ^HipaQy Of (fak VOMMi^ 
did dervish, and IfiouU, wi& pleaultt^ hsm 
devoted a tiuAftb) i& litfftaftig Id 1^ WSift^f^ 
otk fke l<»e^ tei^uage^ ittid t^gion of the 
eastern iiatidiiil. A# tins, faowelref, wan 
impofidbiei I 6di]Id only regret ttat taj 
enjoymeiit, df lib foeietjr, wa9» Mteaiki^ff 
fk> limited. 

The nextmomtng, we took otir leave, wiS 
many expressions of thankfulness, and 
acknowledgments for the hospitality, wiA: 
which we had been tnt«taiiied ; nCAr (M | 
turn fh>m die cottsige of the good, old tfKttjp 
without a deep feeling of regret, tto I waa 
never to see him again. 

When we had returned tO Bomhi!^, fiie 
CbfonddiqMlebedktfeei^lp Bpgland^ lomf 
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quondam pareotSy by a shi][>, which was just 
about to sail, relating all the circuinscances, 
which had passed, since "we had been in 
India, as an addition to a letter^ from myaelf, 
accountii^ for my absence, and making 
e.Xj[;u^ for any alarm, which might have 
been occasioned, by my sudden disappear- 
anoe; and mentioning, that our return, 
home, would take place, in a very short time. 
Independently of the annoyance of the 
extreme heat, the time, spent, in our Indian 
settlements, passed pleasantly enoi^ The 
gaieties of society flow in one perpetual and 
undiminishedstream. Every night summonses 
one to partake the festivities of some grand 
dinner,. or balL Pleasure, festivity, merri- 
menlt, and luxury, are the order of the day, or, 
rather, of the night; for, nothing can be 
done, dunng the day. It is even unsafe to ' 

take a stroll, or«tirout, except at the periods, 
previous to thejuqur, at which, the sun is up, | 

or after it is down. | 

I 
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ATDongst other things^ which interested me, 
during my stay here, was the satisfaction of 
witnessing Miss Dorothea Spotless, at aindl,* 
dancing with an old officer, in the Company's 
service, who had one eye and one leg ; that, 
which had been lost, liaving been well sup- 
plied, by a leg of cork. The giace of the 
gentleman's appearance, and the militaiy 
dignity of his carriage, were not at all (lete- 
norated. I had the further satis&ction of 
hearing that these intmsting parties took 
each other, for better or for worse, before the 
altar of the Lord, not nrach more than a week • 
afker I had had the pleasure of seeing them 
mingle together, in the mazes of the dance. 
The Irishman too, I believe, accomplished^ 
the purpose of marrying his blowsy-cheeked 
daughters, when, having got a good riddance 
of these fair creatures, he went on board the 
first ship, bound homeward, impatient to. 
revisit his boys, in the vicinity of Ck)rk. 
In fact; everything, here, in the aniiualy . 



Digitized by 



Google 



ieO COMfraSSIOHS OF 

ho Itto iSlatmin the v^^Ue crealion^pcooe^, 
t6 use the expression of Ab late Lord London- 
derrf, od a vivifying ahdfnictifying principle. 
These words, by the bye, excited the merri- 
miBDl and saicasm of the honourable member, 
for Winchelsea. 

The very trees may h& seen to grow up,, 
around one'ifhabitatioQ, the absorption is so 
great; eVery puddle is stocked wi^.fish; 
every ish is fall of roe ; ahd aH Ike ^(gs, of 
which the roe is constituted, wouM not equai 
the number of in&obi, ii^cfa^are tishered into 
the world, Eutopeui and native ! 

The beauties of the country, heightened by 
the noveh])rof its feature, afibrd quite a para* 
dise to the view of an European. The 
aromatic dirubs, tine exquisite varie^, and 
fragrance of fruits and flowers, the richness of 
the verdure, Aether beheld in the waving 
luxuriant fields of rice, and com, in the 
plantations of Mgar cane, or in the inter- 
mingled foliage of the arika, the banyan, die 
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bfod-fiuft, tin fomegaami, die platte^ 
die sycamore, the cocoa-nut^ and a thouaatid' 
otherndt a»dt beMMtfri trees, hendiiig with 
flint or l>]iag8, togeil^ with the goMen 
spkndonr ckP A^ howeiis arouod, and the 
b|q^ httaboaseAdg^eBceof theafffiosphere, 
aftid » goene of perfect enehantment, and 
ddigfaL 

Ham^ on Ae other hand^ ar&Ae evifao 
thir ettme oi heaaay and kixiimnce, Ae 
impoBsibili^ of deqmig, witfkxit Ae appre- 
hi^asi^ ^s^lCMS aiafefi^ under omrft bed,, or, 
peii|apB» under one's piBoiji^ y^satisfiuliini 
of haying the hair, gnawed fi»ni one?»^ heaii^ 
in the night» bgr the umA^ruk^;- orr of lisii^ 
ibf^ vm m^sif^ with w greats long scar, 
ae^PQSs csie'i^ &Qe» occasioned by aoeatipede 
famng trtwersed it^ not to mention the 
tortiir^y mfaned by the bites, fiom head to 
fy(4, «FtheininquitOBf which sw^rm the air, 
ui fU^hOitvogh as^ neafij^lb prevent die 

TOL. III. p 
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power of bieathing, without beiog chdoed by ' 

The8e» together with bug8» beetles, oock- 
cbafera, adders, scorpions, and a thonsanri 
otfier veQomous reptiles, form perpetual causes 
of apprehensioii, dread, and torment, to thosty 
who take up their residence in this hot 
climate; the heat of which, is, of itself 
alone, a sufficient source of dread and destruc- 
tion, without the addition of any other iileoiH 
veniences, to augment the grievance* 

The diseases, of which Europeans have 
chiefly to complain, are the opthalmia, the 
liver, and the cholera morbus, which are 
daily exertii^ their infiuence to kill our young 
writers, as soon as they have {daced their foot 
on the Indian strand, to make room for new 
comers, and to afford a provision, with equal 
effect, for them, as for their, predecessors ! 

But, alas ! I must turn ftom the fiite of 
these, to deplore that of one, to whom I had 
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bdoonie, in giadtude, most tenderly, aod 
fsdtbiuily attached. My dear, dear, little 
Jenca fell a victim to the last mentioned of 
thooe aocimed peals of this region, and lef 
me, for some time^ quite inconsolable^ on 
•oconntof herkMSp 
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CHAP.XI^ 



*••••• Manibiui date lilla p\taaaM ; 

Parpnreos •ptrgABi floret, •Bimamqiie Bepotlf 
His BaltMi accanalem donia^ et fajpigiur inanl 
Manere^-^Yiso. 



AH human affections aixl tee&og^ aie 
liable to quick transitioDSy and ngid are tba 
vicissitudes, as some poet or other has il^ I 
fo^who^ 

trim jo J tO' woe^ tnm hxpfbmt to grief. 
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As I bappencd to be walking, by the a^H 
shore, tfaiiikiiig of poor Jesoca, the sky 
became, on a sodden, obscure, the wind 
Tident and loud, and the sea agitated^ In a 
short time, the storm, which had been 
appioadiii^, came on, with the most tremen«p 
dons vefaemeace. 

I hastened up, from the shore, to get under 
dieker, before I should be wetted through, by 
the lain, which was about to fall, in torrents, 
and with the greatest force, as it was driven 
along by the wind ; when I was, suddenly, 
anesled by the sound of a gun, proceeding 
fitMKi a ship, in distress, 1 tarned round, to 
. listen, and I hesni another gun : and now, on 
looking across the water, I perceived a vessel, 
in the distaaoe, beaten about by the storm, 
* andwfaieh Iliad not, before, noticed. 

. Thefnenal of diatreas was, instantly, 

. obeyed, and iiuiiihecs.ttf boals were sent out, 

1^ greii riskf o^fiog to the boisterous violenee 
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of iht inm, to QiidMitdtaridfiMMtecieWy 
fiom Oie <]iogw in «iik;h thflf wM 

1 fawl^ ^ I thoogjht, die flaiiifaoliMi 0f 
perceiving Uitt the boabi icQ4iM fho ahqii in 
Bufficient time lo prewnre the trhoh oiew;; Jid 
jim a« the Iwt bo«l woa reo«mg fit lf«[i» 1^ 
vessel foundered, and m» WQ mme -f^ 
ceptible* 

Biangre th^ nim whioiiwta^iMcl»i(^#e 
to the «kifi» I determwod im irtik, tmA me 
whpm the boats paigte hmgip Adi*. With 
great difficulty, they feffect«d a landing. One 
of diem was, for a long tima> imsdUeloiMiit 
the force of the ^mvem and mis driipea 'faa4kf 
to a considemUa diatwice, whm il )hid 
apprpaohed dose to thaahoM* It ivai^ «HU 
ipately, daahadiiponihebeaeli^fairatittiM^ 
dou88uq;e» Thavkdeaoeof tbeahoskwaa 
aogiaat, that nunqfof lliepeita» were|wa« 
cipitatadfioQiTtlie boat, iqm thalMd^ \ 
they wwaxMdtod^ parMlf 1 
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trnMBtid^-Mp^ kidilMlf^ there ^»ere not 
ivaMiHgpinoiig^ WlM»»atit»^irstoBislafkce. 
<JlAKmg^lib§mb^ I ivaiB wiffing lo aibid uiy 
services, and haste&isd to Ihft itficife oP 9 
"HIdsI^ ^irtiose ufe uppes^fed to hetv^ left her, 
ftom ^ viotooe of the omettiion^ wiib 
vhtdi she had hees liaoWn ftom Ae beM. 
Mer tee was lif«ised, so laaehi iM her 
ftaiiireft itrete, esat^ty, ^^stiifi^islMLfa^ and 
•tehkxydv whiehteiedlroaaherli^ «ade 
Ate Jfi»tM€Hit i^ehadsistained some kite^ 
tioaidy iTpiiieh, pekhafM^ mi|^ lenBte h^ 
teomm^ hopde*. 

I lest ttiy Ax^ iA ciettt^g heir f6 uiy 
*]od|giii^9 HkI} itifMaHtr^y sent kxt nedie&l 
assislanee; Fofr ^btoe days, she ^m in a 
sttteofdeiiflunir lR»lihi9Ss, however, h^d 
muchdeereM^, and her ftdtefesnawTesnn^ 
the beauty, which was nal«»al t<i them. I 
faong ov6ir Aeih, with enxisitt, and tender 
assidwty. I Aonj^ I recoBected having 
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seen them befoie/ I ezanuned'them i^ain 
^ndagRin. I oouU not be aiiitaken; they 

. were the features of my lo^ply ^vnAauut, .of 
her, whom I had long despsiired of e«er 
meeting more, of Addle! 

/ My anxiety, and sdicitude^ on dus ik- 
oorery, increased. All the tenderness^ Ihadlt 

.long since, felt for her, awakcyifid, with a 
tenfi4d fehemem^ My lestksmeps.and 

.miseiy at the ^iprehensicm of her beii|g 
carried «w^ from me, jiHt as I Jbad reooveiNid 
her, rendered m'e, ncnrly, distrftoked. In-a 

.few days, to my great happiness, the phytji- 
dans pronounced her out of danger^ andsl^e 
appeared to be gaining her health, npH%« 
M/ joy,at her preservation, knew no houidB, 
and the grief, which had weighed oa my 
heart, for ^e loss of Jessica, was completely 
dissipated by the delight, I now eaperienced, 

. in having found Adelle. 

Adelle was, at lengdi, oomparatiTely, 
r^toredto strength, and, again, hsjd the pc^ 
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•kef* Ify iin{)idau:e toaee lier^aad h^af the 
.Idiii^ of bor TBice^ was iiitBifll^te. SinK wtis 
^vtach fllaitM^ irik te Irebollectioii of my 
fe i iifafl , toihadfeeenafctheaij^bf 
Our jeeogiiilnMi ifeat a ttei i iwt, wit^d teod^- 
^meas and ^iMigtity as smi ts it was miitiial. 
Wbefk the effects ef the fimt feeinigi of asto^ 
Biahmeot had subsided, 

Alas ! she exdakned, the joy, iduch I 
may, IMxdonablj, feel, at thus, agam, unex* 
pectedly, seeing y&a, is doomed to fade frofli 
my heut, astd besdnoibed in the bitterness, 
whii^ I ibist experience, fer the loss of 
another^ 

Indeed! Isitlso? Itemaiked. Aiidinust» 
lhe% the hiqppiness^ which 1 had just held 
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widim my grasp, be, so soon, snate^ied'from 
me, and my heart be douded widi the gloom, 
from which k had but jmt emerged ! I am 
doomed, it seems, to be the sport of a mal]g<- 
Dazufortmie, which fadoes pleasure in deluding 
me witha prospect of joy, only to tai:^alize lae 
by wkixbawing it, as soon as it has been 
proffered ! B«t I am, unoonsciously, dwell- 
ingonlbe theme of my own'griefe,,^1prilen'^I 
jhouM lailier. be enqoiring that of yoar*8. 

Adelle, di^,- prooeeded to unfold the cause 
■of her unhappihein and regret; in the course 
of which recital, she .gave me an abcount of 
lierself, from the time I had last seen her; 
from which ituppetoed— 4)Ut the story shall 
be given in her- own words* 

After my departure from Paris, for the 
south of France, on the compulsion of the 
cross, old tyrant, whose harshness you have, . 
before, heard me deplore, I lived, for some 
weeks, in total soUtude, ingimiffed in a 
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gkMHpiy, old casde, atuated on the 

bank of the Rhone, amidst amoantamoas, and 

dreaiy country. 

Atla:^th,a young noUeman, whose estate 
wag contiguous to that of my hioshand, or 
rather, I should call him my gaoler, happen- 
ings one day, to ride beneath the walls of the 
castle, espied me, sitting at the window, 
under which he was passing. Our eyesmet, 
nmultaneously, and he seemed to read, in 
mine, the story of my sufferings, and beamed, 
cm me, a. look of pi^, which seemed to 
convey an assurance that he would not leave 
my wretchedness mialleviated. 

In this suspicion, I was not mistaken. The 
young msm was not, wholly, unacquainted 
with my husband, whose churlish and jealous 
disposition he must have perceived, and was 
enabled, tolerably well, to guess the secret of 
my wan, dejected looks. 

That veiy evening, he gained entrance, 
into the castle^ on pretence of paying avisil 
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Tli|fr.l()9fi^, iritbvfaich helves inspiieil,^ 
iD|i» w^we^groQtft anibkdiiigaitaikd indi^ ' 
nsition, at the aonduet oC mf tyiaiil» towaurds 
roe, and tfae<kflire, hebadyof pMipsBiBg^iiie 
himself, deitei^miAed htia is the rasolMioii oT 
getting rid of the obstacle to fais wishes, by 
the first, and vooA expeditious mfrnm^ ivhich - 
suggested themselves* 

,In a few day^ the castle was thrown into a 
state of ooniNsioo, by the circumstance of 
the indisposition of my httsband. Hie 
physicians expressed their opinion that he had 
boen fouUy deaU with^ and the symptoms, 
w^ich his pawn dispUyed, were diose, of 
QDfi^ .who had suffered from the efiects of 
poison* It was ipipossibte to dedde, on 
whom, suspicion might (alk Meanwhile, 
the statemeotof the f^ysidaas was laid beftnre 
^ pplips^ and the officer ef Jusiieetrom** 
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hod bem in Ubka nfi inwooottii^ mA te 
castle. 

' Tkeie was no. fawmng idiere aaq^on 
might not, in the end, fiilL Thf»a]anD» of the 
County D*^ excited, as nell'aa aj oiAu ^^ 
a coBimi)iiiGBtioo» in writings we agreed ta 
j^aoe ouisdves beyond the reach of the inter- 
ferenoe of' josdoe, and toehide ite vigOance, 
by an instant, aittd has^ fl]|^ 

Aoooiding to out lesolvey that veiy samo 
night saiw nshastenikig to cross the Fyieneefl^ 
Ibr the ptfpose of emfavking, from the fiiat 
port in Sjpain, to acme quaitens where we 
riwvdd be removed ftott dn posBSnlity of 
dai^er. To sail ftom Maiseilles, or any 
nm^bkwtmf^ por^ m Sranbe, we dioaght 
would, perhaps, bedau^eioas, as, on the news 
of onrfl^ifat, those pfaeeswoiddbediefint, 
to which, die ettpihies of justiee would hA 
directed. 

We soodeeded in geithigt safidy, on board. 
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withallthe treasmey ivlach we had leciued^ 
and weie making, before a brisk wind, for 
Lisbon, when an Algerine corsair bore down 
upon m^ forced ns to k>wer our sails, boarded 
us, and, having transferred our crew into their 
own vessel, securely pinioned, and bounds 
carried off us, and eur ship, asa prize^ to 
the shore of Afiricai 

The Oaptain was a brutal, stout,* black-* 
visaged follow, and retained me, in bis own 
cabin, as food for.the gwtificatiffln of his filthy, 
and aboihinablelust;.and,becauserljpe6i8ted. 
his revolting intentions^ he struek me.down# 
senseless, .wid& a bbw on theii^^ and, whil» 
k that state, sid^eded iie.to his di^gtistiiig 
passions. 

On reaching die Algoine sbniid^ I, and the 
Count, with die rest of the. captured ciew, 
were to have been disposed of ^ as ^ves; but, 
by offering an exorbitant prioe^ we effisoled 
our deliverance. 

No time was to be lost, in ^»Ttr*i^iffg ooiw 
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pelves from the danger, which virrounded us, 
in this execrable region; and w<%took the 
immediate opportunity of escaping fti^n it, 
by embarking on board a Turkish vessel, 
which was now weighing anchor, to set sail 
for Constantinople* 

^New dangers awaited us, when we had 
arnved at the centre of Islamism.; for^ the 
Count, having, ipcautionsly, set his foot on the 
threshdd of die mosque of St Sophia, he had 
great difficulty to escape being, instantly,' 
sacrificed ta the blind toy of the janisaries, 
by flying with me, on horseback, from the 
city, and joining a caravan of mercfaantEt^ 
who were settbg out for Pennsu 

We found the Persians an exceedingly 
pleasant people, and were quite at* home 
amongst them, as their vivacity and gaiety 
completdy torresponds with that, which 
characterizes the ilispositioo of my own 
nation ; while, on the other hamd, the phleg* 
maticdemfiiii^oftheTurksy disgusted usf, 
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beyond measure ; dnd put us in mind of tfaet^ 
which marics the nation, at the north of yonr's, 
the Scotch, aye, and of the English too, in 
many instances ; but we were not destined to 
fake up our abode, with this people, long ; for 
the Count, having, one. evening, declined 
Asking any salt, with the meat on his plate, 
at supper, offence was instantly conceived, 
and, in spite of all explanations, and 
apologies, the hatred of a whole family was 
excited against him. So ardent was the 
desire of revenge, amongi^ those, whom he 
had, unmtentionaUy, insulted, that, unless he 
bad, instantly, found means of decamping, 
both of us would have been assassinated. 

In oar flight, ftom the qnarters, whxch we 
were, thus, driven to abandon, we fell intp 
the hands of a horde of Arabs, who seiied on 
us, and r^e off, to deliver us, into^ the Ifandf 
of their Captain. 

The Captain was a go^-matured man, and 
of a generous .disposition, and, indepbudeatly 
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of an air of fiQrceness, which be had acquired, 
from th^ p^etu^l habit of aving into obedi- 
ence, bis held of marauding ruffians, was of 
kind, and, indeed, afiable manners. Robbery, 
however, was his profession ; and, though he 
did not demand our lives, as eome, in his 
situation would, perhaps, have done, yet he. 
could not suffer us to escape, without draw« 
ing from us more than half our remaining 
property. 

By his instructions, we obtained an escort, 
to Bagdad, whence we embarked, on board 
a merchant-vessel, bound for Calcutta, which 
we reached, with a prosperous passage. 

In this place, it appears, no one has the 
power of remaining, without a licence from 
a certain, authoritative body of English, ^ho 
appear to control every thing, in these paits 
of the world, as they think fit; (aye, that 
narrow-minded, vu^ar body of tea-dealeis, in 
Leadenhall Street, I ejaculated, to myself,) 
10, away, we were sent, to find footing 
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whem. The next place, at which, we touched, 
was Madras; from which, also, we were 
driveii, by a similar authority. Shut out, like- 
wise, from this refi^, we came to the reso- 
lution of settlipg at the Cape of Good Hope; 
lor; to return to Europe, we considered, 
might be dangerous; and, therefore, wci 
resolved on passing the rest of our existence, 
Iq climes, where we might live free from 
apprehension. 

Here begins the bitter part of our story j far 
pK>re cruel than all the dangers, to which, we 
had been subjected, since our flight from 
France. As we were makii^ for the port of 
Bombay, to take in ppotisions, and fresh 
water, a dreadful storm came on, which our 
ship, which, it appears, stood in need of somQ 
repairs, was unable to withstand. We, 
shortly, found thDt she had sprung a lealu 
No time was lost in making known on? 
distress, by firing guns, ahd our summons was 
anmrere^ moie readily than we coaU baf« 
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fc'een waitanted in expecting, considering the 
difficulty of getting boats out to sea, in such 
violent weather. 

At length, the assistance, which had been 
sient out to us, arrived. The ship was, fast, 
getti^ig under water, and all the crew had, 
now, been disposed of, in the boats, except 
riyself, the Count, and two others. The 
boat, to which we looked for preservation, 
ip^otdd not contain a greater number than ten, 
besides the rowers. I was among the last 
persons, put into it. The Count, in exerting 
Uimself, for my safety, had forgotten his own. 
It was impossible that the boat would hold 
more. If any additional weight had been 
put in to it, every soul, it contained, must 
have perished. The ship, all this while, was 
&st sip^ng. In a moment, it fell over, and 
SUQk, eQgulphing, wiUi it, the kind, the 
lldoved, the affectionate protector of. .••••. . 
' Adelle was so much overcome, that she 
was unable to proceed any fwtjier, with he? 
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narrative, which, when she had regained l^r 
composure, she ended hy sayii^, that, sincQ 
that moment of agony, she had been sensiblet 
of nothii^, except haying swoon^, on the 
sinking of the ship, from which period, to th^ 
present, all had been gloom, and darkAess tq 
her. 

I related, to her, the state, in which I had 
found her, and the danger she had been in^ 
for some days ; and I, sincerely, condoled with 
her, in her distress, fw the loss oi one, who, 
60 justly, merited l^er affections. 

On her enquiring how it happened that she 
should meet me, in 4 region, so distant from 
my own country, I related to. her the circum** 
stance of my voyage from England, and tho 
marvellous train of adventures, I had expe- 
rienced, since my arrival, in India. The^ 
story of my grief, at the loss of Jessica, wasi 
not forgotten, and we, mutually, spmpathizecl,- 
with each other, in the causes of our regret. 
Indeed, the grief^ which I experienced, though 
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H iia4 bei«(i> for a time, dis^pated. by the joy, 
I felt» eX the unexpected sight of another 
ebjed:, which had been dear to me, was yet 
yeiy sincere; and that (^ Adelle^ though Hke 
m^ she had been beguiled of it, for a 
i^opieat^ preyedf so deeply, on her spirits, 
that I was fearful, the little strength she had 
requited, would' be lost again, beyond the 
power of repair. 

My prognostications were not without 
reason* An extreme languor, aggravated by 
the oppressive heat of the climate, reduced 
whatever strength she had left, to its very 
lowest ebb : besides this, the internal bruise 
she had received, had never been entirely 
healed, and produced a small discharge of 
blood, which, now and then took place, from 
her mouth. By degrees, she waned rapidly, 
and more rapidly, till, at last, all power of 
existence was absorbed in an exhaustion, 
which no efforts could relieve, no remedies 
dispeL 
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LikeEorydicey she feded from between my 

aims, just as I had recovered her to them. 

My sorrows flowed, in one stream, for her 

and for Jessica: my regrets were divided 

between the memoiy of each; and one iaith- 

Ail, but hmnble monmnent, reoorded^ how 

tenderly I had loved them both ! 

• • • f 
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CHAP«XIL 



MD0RBS8 OP THE HINDOOS, IN CIVIU- 
2ATION. A BXJTVEB** A HINDOO 
PARLIAMSMT. 

Reli^o pepertt •eelerou.^LuciiKT. 

Trotb^ 'twould electrify yon quite, 
1*0 hear the tenioniy all intent. 
With wordiy to parry, thruf t^ and figfaty 
In hot debate, and argament>-ANoir. 

I had now been atlBombay^ about amonth 
or five weeks; and, as the object of the 

• A woffitfQ determined to preiert^e herself 
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ColonePs voyage had been accomplished^ ai).d 
the necessity of my retmn to Oxford was 
urgent, I agreed^ with him, to depart 
instantly, by a ship> which was ready to sail 
for England* 

Before I quit the subject of India, I must 
mention one or two thmgs, which attracted, 
my notice, at the time I witnessed them. 
The first was the power, which superstition 
has, in influencing human actions^ and. tii^ 
absuiYiities, and niadnessi whiph it, ]Qqilc9p|}y^ 
drives men to commit. 

The truth of this remark, can, itk no 
instance, be more strongly evinced, than' fa 
. that of the sacrifice, which the Hindoo women 
are accustomed to make of themselves, upion 
the f^eral pile, wbicb cox^itnes the otnpces 
of their husbands* ♦ 

chaste. By <he sacriBce, of wbich the chapter 
speaks, the Brahminit gfel feds, abd the parents, 
the money of the deceased. .It is, therefore, 
a ceremony, encourag^ed,on sordid and interested 
mo lives, more than on relijg^ious scrupji^ . 



Digitized by 



Google 



AN OXONIAN.' 185 

Of an exhibition of this sort, I was myself 
a witness, A woman, with her hair dis- 
hevelled, and her whole frame, except fn a 
lew places, totally denuded, was accompanied 
by a train of fbmale attendants, singii^ 
and shouting, on all sides of her, to inspire 
her with confidence, in the trial, she was 
abo«(t to encounter. The woman, herself, 
appeared to have little need of these excite- 
ments of Herfoititade ; but, with an assured 
air, and a 'firm, unwavering step, walked up 
td the pile, whieh was heaped around the 
body of her hudxmd. 

From the moment when the flames were 
being kindled, at the bottom of the pile, to 
the period, at which they gained sufficient 
strength to b^n consuming the body, 
the widow joined, with her cbm\)anions, in 
their shouts and songs; and, at last, uttering 
a wild cry, as if of exultation, she sprung from 

VOL. III. R 
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amongst them^ and threw herself in the middle 
of the fire*. 

Notascream* not a shriek, indicative of 
pain, bespoke the dreadful sufferings, to 
which this female must have subjected herself. 
The last sound, which issued from thie pile, 
was the continued note of the same cry of 
enthusiasm, which she had raised, previoifily 
to her immolation. 

A more surprising instance of misplaced, 

i and mi^uided fortitude, I should imagme, it 

was scarcely possible to mention. The 

deceased was an elderly man, in the capacity 

• This exbibition is called by the natives a 
temasa, i. e. a show or sight. . The shoats of 
the spectators are called hurribal, an invocation 
of Hnrri or 'Vishnu, one of the Hindoo triad. 
Previous to throwing herself on the pile, the 
woman bathes, and, sometimes, decorates her 
bair with flowers, and smears herself over witi* 
turmeric^-.-ED» 
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of a vender of wares, about the countiy : the 
woman herself was a fine young, and hand- 
some person. 

I turned with indignation, pity, and di^ust, 
from this, singular and terrific piece of absur- 
dity, angrily exclaiming against the sacrifice, 
J had witnessed. 

Shame! .shame! I exclaimed, that a 
handsome, young, healthy female, should 
undergo the torture of bemg burned to death, 
for the ^ke of an ugly, old, yellow-feced, 
tallow-visaged, greasy, Hindoo pedlar ! 
» ♦ ♦ ♦ 

Such a s^ht, I dKiught, did little justice to 
the hopes, which the dervish had expressed, 
that the population of the natives had become 
more civilized, and enlightened. Let us see 
if I discovered any further foundation, for his 

The next thing, which I shall notice, was 
an assembly of natives, met together, to con- 
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salt on some, apparently, important question : 
in fact, a Hindoo parliament. 

The members were seated on mats, and 
squatted down, with their legs tucked under 
them, chewing betel-nut. The cliief pei80B8» 
present, who were also leaders of the debate, 
were, the Moonshee, Dumdum ; the Faquir^ 
Pudgkin budgee ; the Vakeel, Fangamusti ; the 
Pundit, Bungalopungalo ; the Brahmin, 
Humbifbozi ; the Seyd, Dumbimoozi ; the 
Pir, Higlumpigltun ; and the Hadgee, Toodle- 
difoodledi. 

Haying given the names of the most promi« 
nent speakers, I shall submit a statement of 
their arguments, and, being fearful that thdt 
point might be lost in translation, I present 
them, in the original Hindostanee, presumiiig'y 
of com^, that many of my readers are con- 
versant with that beautiful, animated, 9dA 
musical iangus^. 

Vishnoo looni tania sama mama, loogi 
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soodasarna, rougi bougi tongi, sassafirasarna ! 
commenced Foodedifoodledi, in a highly 
eloquent strain; to which he vms replied 
with equal animation by the Brahmin Humbi- 
foozi. 

Bhaheeratithee ! Bhageeratithee ! pata- 
neepootra neelakant, ratatheemoona toona 
j90ona, foona, doona, loona goona ! 

Tallipoona ! echoed Higlum-piglum, with 
indignation. 

Boogepoogee ! answered Dumbimoozi. 

Gogi tringpotumoo duumbeboosee gunge* 
larthee! continued Bunghlopungalo, in a 
\f9iyt low tone, and with a cautious manner. 

Moozilikafhee tona, tong, roucaskee didle- 
dumbouza, said Tqngamustiy shaking his head, 
as if expressing a doubt. 

Dhoorjatee janjavee saraswatcey ganatee 
thariz thaiavatee! observed Dumdum, with 
vehement symptoms of concern* 

Lunfitbum fumbum sumbum mumbum! 
rejoined the Faquir Pudgkinbudgee, 
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Here all parties seemed^ so entirely over- 
whelmed with concern, and so bewildered, 
with the intensity of interest, which the 
subject had excited^ that a dead silence per- 
vaded the whole assembly, for some minutes. 

This silence was, at length, broken, by a 
most spirited, and eloquent harangue, from 
the Pundit, Bungalo-pungalo, with which, 
the debate was^ closed, conviction having been 
obtained, from all parties, the arguments of 
the lean^^ Pundit being totaUy^i and entiiely 
unanswerable. 

Arapousatsuna clsngdigaroon geemouthee ! 
})e begaj^L, dangdobbkdum lousifovsee ! 
Dumgum mounjatapoo. taleparma righim 
piglum, piggo figlum siglum niglum jiglum ! 

Veenakamha chookaiamha hookirsnooki> 
bumpoo, h^egBL veega? Tt>o! loe! too! 
calitootQOtoo ! 

Sigaboomba, bumfum, touzioouleetoiizi- 
loulee^ saraboopoore, talipatnama hdgeei 
Humlum. 
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Salisoasipot teioeelah gloqfbd^in bolba? 
€lr\)s^h9 aiiimphfoglam, dnktofflebou, mouii- 
fii^adathee, hpIIigoloomahtanbcAharsee geefoo 
munggnx^in tQou^bousa ! 

Singsplibochs, ^usageenah raii£lit!iA^ 
poy^^stdg^OOQ, dpudou; dumfeedloo meditf 
|bi}n)|^ h^i?QUsbi ^uabogUoore. 

^ ^n eodeci. with aa amisafed aposk 
IPQ{>he, in.tbe. following wovds. 

Huggimafppjiiah teQbooH)>at baddad ballo* 
sopinee: do^dledoohee dodedomhee, daodeo, 
popbodgkin, movnvalf^thee vooda xxux>pobduiii 
dsahatbee dooda moc^bdami haspee doeda 
flnaopobdom, theedooda moopobdum, dooda 
moopobdum, damoopobdum^ raoQpobduiiiy 
|)Qb4unv ^Lum 1 

These words were rooeived with an entfau- 
»iaatic bunt of applause, aad the honourable, 
101(1 leasned geatleman, waseheered, loudly, 
andcoBtinuedlyy $&ip a oonsiderable time. 

Not, myself, understanding the language, I 
was, of course, very anxious to know what 
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was die sulject, which could have given rise 
Id so warm, and eloquent a debate ; when I 
was informed, with a shake of the head, no 
less important than Burleigh's, in the Critic, 
by one of the members, who was perfectly 
I30nversant with the English language, a 
little, grave, fat, greai^ Hindoo, Uke the 
^ojha before mentioned, that the subject 
which had come before the assembly, that 
day, was one of, perhaps, the greatest import- 
ance, they had ever treated : no less than, 
whether a cuify of green, or ring-tailed 
monkeys, served up, with elephant-hoof 
sauce, was, oir was nota greater dehcacy, than 
the rump of a long-anned ape, stewed in 
paddy*, and garnished withflitche? of th^ 
fried pizzle of a buffalo } 

TVS9 no doubt, was a very plausible cause 
^f debate, and quite.a sufficient re^ison for all 
the ingenuity and ek)q\ieQce^ which Ind been 

• nice. 
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exerted upon it, if we are allowed to judge 
of ity aooording to the principle that there is 
DO one thing, tp use the yrtxda of Dr. Johnson, 
on whichaijiian thinks so i^riously, as hif 
dinner. 
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CHAP. xra. 



RETDBN TO ENGLAND* DISCUSSION. 

STATU OF THE NATION. 

The land we live in.P— Av Old Toast. 

It was natural that I should feel some 
regret, at partmg from the shores of India, 
which, I had been made certain, was my 
native land. It was not, however, so great, 
as to outweigh, in the balance of my * affec- 
tions, the delight I felt, at being again, in 
sight of the cliffs of Albion ; and it was, with 
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iintmfagaedy and real exultadoBy that I (Con- 
templated their haughty, daring aspect, frown« 
ing, IB defiance over the deep, and carrying, 
on their firont, an indication of the naltiMial 
strength, and prowess of the people, of whose 
territory, they formed the knd-houndary. 
They look as if they would create a panic, in 
any, who should dare to invade them, and, to 
speak physically, in the eloquence of their 
miyestic, threatening nature, the: same lan- 
guage, which, morally, has struck the world 
as so grand, in the words^ addressed hy 
Marius, to the ruffian, hired to assassinate him, 
and, which caused thisdagger to M from Us 
hand. 

Tune, hoBo» and^ oeddere Gaiiiai tfariiiM ? 

Further, in approaching these clifi, to what 
a nation do we approach! How great, in 
arms, and in arts, in militaiy, and in civil 
reputation ! How nch in its resourceSi moral 
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Mid physical t Howwealthy its 'sons! How 
extended ilB inflnencey ovdr Aie world, to the 
mosr 'dkittit qoBcftt^l How strong m 
ttUJ^tfd loVe 1 H6# bi'^imented by &6 
boitE^'of its wottieti r How aggr<^<fized, by 
the t&teAt of its n^h I Who does not exult, 
in bearing'the iiaHife of an Ci&giishman ? 

Tor wvmci^ '6^ imiil?ovemea(s, obserired 
the-^Captaiw,' in ««^ dep^utnken^ inbnd and 
physieaiv is* quiee' sikrp^si^ took at* tte 
bi»iity^<A»')f^6irf()adi, (^ attbeinsfamehft 
of oor ttdJWpoi^ Hy ^nl^ ikOS&kgsl iSa 
sfniitdtid ar«ttrnid da^^' ix^'i^ gas latfps ; 
atdbro^ttftiois Of dde^, W !he faKnlit}^ of 
intercourse, which it affords, between our 
own and the opposite shores, by which, the 
Frenciy i(nd fen^sh' ar^ d^iy growing more 
and more united. Look, again, at the edoca- 
tSon of the lower orders of the people, the 
imrious tracts, which are cfistributed in every 
direction, by ihat poweiful engine, the press, 
and diffuse knowlibdge, at the cheap rate of a 
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tern pcDO^ Arofugh an the m&Aeaac»vA 
utiBaiis of the coimtiy*. 

Arewenot pr&'6iiuiieolinait8asiD &nns? 
'Mk) can viewHh Lawrence, as a poma^ 
paimer j orwiA Chantiy , or Fbnrnum^ and his 
popilyBayljr, aa Bcdptois. In what country are 
the fine arts and Hteratore more patronized 
Aan in Ei^andf ' What monarch is more 
liberal inhb pramolioQofdiemythanQeorge 
thefouHh? 

Ay^ Goptainy continned a cheerfld-loolnn^ 
raddy-^&oed, eorpolen^ <M John Bull, and is 
not England the land of liberty too ? Is ndt 
Ae slave free, tfaemoment he has placed his 
loot oii> English gmmd? And has not 



* At Ibe- head of thi* piece of inproTenieiit 
Is Vc Bioiiglunas tat tUa. sal^ect sdmitB of 
^Baeiuwion, pro and con. Soe an article \m 
Blackwood upoa it, 1825, No. 100. To Mr« 
PMlii *0 oevntary parttcnlai^ ikideMed for the 
retomatioD, he is makingi ia aiany l^gal 
abasea.^— £D| 

voi. in. 8 
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Kn gland been the advocate of fieedoiBj in tlie 
abolition, as & as itself is ccmcemed, of a 
trade, as inhuman as it was illibend ? Does 
not the country enjoy as much liberty, as is 
consistent, on the one hand, . with the safety 
of the constitution ; and, on the other, with 
the dignity of the crown? The right of 
petition, the Habeas Corpus^ and the losblveot 
Acts, do they not all affozd us a th^me ix 
exultation? <■ r 

In reply to this warm-hearted rhapsodj^, a 
sour, discontented4ooking gentleman growled 
out, ^ 

Land of liberty, do you call it > For my 
part, I can't help thinking, with Bonapairte, 
that the English are no more a free people, 
than any other nation. Are we not subjected 
to the slaveiy of au extended and galling 
taxation, and to an invidioiis' supervision of 
our very dwellings* ? What man is to caB 

• Hie sour gentlenu must afinde to the 
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•iumadf free, who is not at liberty to keep a 
hone, or a dog, or a vehicle, on account of 
the restraint ci a heavy tax f Who is not 
permitted to afford his rooms sufficient light, 
because he is subject, ifhedoesso, to pay a 
fine, whidi he cannot, perhaps^ afford? Does 
be not fed the chain cling to him, * at every 
barrier, on die high road, where he is com- 
pelled to submit to the insolence of a turnpike- 
man, or, at any rate, to an impediment to his 
progress ?♦ 

.Ibere must be taxation, to a certain extent, 
every body knows; but one should think it 
might be levied in aless degrading manner, 
than, in some instances, it is ; and one should, 
idso,tlHnkthat its curtailment could be attended 



window tax here ; but that is, in tooie Instftbceti, 
ipd ought to be in ail, l^r the aake of health, 
iemovedif-«EDa -> 

• • The time will, no donbt, arrive, when thia^ 
InconyeaieDce will be remedied : the subject haa« 
alrea^ji been, mnchyagitatedw— Ed. 
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with 90 great inooavenience to43» 
vneut At any rate, liowe?er Ibis m^ h^^m 
loDgasitlastSyitisajlaverj; andfAiB^ieto 
(QQ the possibility of c^i^ EPi^aiid» ift^lnid ml 
liberty. Nor is tbat-abomindde haidBhipsaad 
disgrace to the .^omitryy wfii^mMW^ fit 
abolished. 

Iq timey all his majestyV aotjects \all Ins 
admitted to an equality of vijghls. 

England is &r from having ioi. Hndjqrated 
daia lo die title of the land of ]ib«fy. Nob 
no, never talk to me of . a knd of libertj^ 
as long as theie are such chains upon v», .as 
the infinity, invidious, duties of czcisey and 
such an extended scale of assessed taacev* 

Here, he was .interrupted -by Ae rod^ 
feced, good-tempered, baoo&<heeked gende- 



W41, Sirl : hit ;llie,tfaes«jr ^tasatm -yM 
complain of, will not last for ever. tSonstder, 
iw am bat just reeovmng from a long, and 
eadiausting war, a^d time must be.^ven'a% 
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. befine we can feel ounelves entirdy recruited 
(frdm its. effects. I think, as circumstances 
-wte, we ha?e veiy little to complain of, and 
'ftreveiy ungratefbl,' if we are discontented* 
rO^^ we not tx> be satisfteil that, in so short 
^ a time, so much reduction of taxes has, 

already, taken place ; and, if it is the case, 
.that even, in so short a time, such reduction 
.has been made, may we* not, confidently, 
.look forward to be, at last, wholly relieved 
'from i^ as fo as it is possible that we 

should? 

. I think Englishman have eveiy reason for 

exultation, on account of their condition ; 

^i^iat prospefi^ do they contemplate, in their 

commerce, in their agriculture, in their 

manu&ctmes I 
What riches are merchants, fermers, *and 

tiadeis, of all descriptions, accumulating ! 

The old story of agricultural distress isnever 

toDd. of now, iuMT depressed landed interest. 

Country gentlemen can show themselves, in 
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lowqi, with decent coabBy ooveiediiithlaM^ 
and a trim, joew haty wlieresu^ ft Ibw ]jweta«||D^ 
they were ohligod to 8«bBftit49^thiiwd Jfave 
AQrtQotBy extcemely oU, md gseiuy halkta 
breeches, vinegar^ppedboote, imda mJkiBX^ 
ppmpletely worn out, at ito ed^es, jnd t^ 
brown as a quaker's petticQQt I 

Pshaw I fui$wgred the gram gfn^ikaamp 
the kn^ gf ^ fionovi^ .>nMytf»^wff>j^ 
phsaw! Iflay,]oQkat<>urd-T7— dpopolatiH^ 
and our poor's rate» J What parish is thsie 
that is not ready to sink beneath the load of 
expenses, with which, it is cimgsi, by ifc^ 
supeiabund^tpopulatian f 

Why, Sir, rejdned hb .goed^buiaMBid 
ont^nist, it is impossible t6 beiiec^ ifavi 
some evil or other, and, there&i^ of d^ 
evils, to be sustained, we shcHild tbe^dlling 
, not to quarrel at being cha^oi witk dtt 
kasL Surely, it isbetter Ibraoomtliylo&e 
9t peace, thoi^h a conddenUe eqKMeui 
^<?iW on it, bjr^koiea^of |)«|iBiitiQi^ 
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St tet<ti«iiqiia8eai8n,flhw'tta^^ 

war, audita putbr and prwaieaaftty :«ad«»t 
0Baad. ft]«9.^aflaU3r> iBiipQ8Bibla,'lo«mveiil 
a ^aaue^ wmUwukid wkhaomeefil, «Qd,.aa 
nch ia the caae, ve ou^ to .«M»graiiilate 
•tmalvea on being .panaitled to pal ipp .inalb 
tfae^easU 

AatotaxatioiH with^wUfeh, yoQ qwatelaa 
lipiffh^ it will, as I aaidbelbre, be.«eduo«4, 4i| 
timey as far as it c^qn, oonsistently with ^ 
esigCDCtfia cf govai^iE^e&t, ancl theiiiecMaBry 
SMiiilance» which ft great nation^ .laa Ihe 
Eaglish 18, should eqittiifaMte, and ^Imlfyiwf^ 
|dr dia support vof its €m» wrifiule 'andinda- 
pendenoey ia the scale of BatienSy.af'wbiA 
it 18 now the head. Fugbnd.can aeyeg ton" 
akkr thst a tribute^ such «s «hi8» Ant iba 
aappoitof her own iioterast, oaiilibrl(^«lMr 
daim, tothe .titk of aland of Vknkty. By 
|di«Buans» as.to 'poo^S' fates, op laaationyiar 
nay thing elae,.ktiier ^sideavourta msju jriut 
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wfaofesome reform shecan; but let her not; 
iriliully, shut her eyes to the coBadoameiB of 
her own prosperity. No^ no, the profipenty 
of the country is too coDspicuouB tbbe doiied; 
and what Ihad, hitherto, fbigotlen, the tiberty 
of the press, of which, De Lc^e speaks as 
the greatest test of liberty, ^hich any people 
can produce, places England in the possessioii 
of avast and inestimable privily, of whieht 
no other nation, in the wodd, can be sow 
aible. 

Humph! ejaculated he of the sour physi- 
ognomy; and, ramming one hand into bis 
Areeches-pocket, and thrusting the other into 
his bosom, he dropped his kywer jaw, and sat 
still, chewing the cud of discontent 

Aye, aye. Sir, said the OEiptain, addressing 
the advocate for content, with the present 
order o^ things, you*re right, quite right, in 
every thing, you have said ; and, as it is true 
that, in all human concerns, some evil mingles, 
. think it ought to be a cause of the greatest 
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ttifUxxDgntiilatian, tothe Eog^h, Oaltiiqr 
possess 80 little of it, and are ^mtMy free 
fiam the numeionB^ ^utrageoos evils^ with 
irhicbwesee other oountries iirfedted^ 

Sudv yoQ meaii» as bang burnt by a Am 
fiix^ par J'amor de Dic^ on the sentence of 
a holj.inqai8itor9 teplied the John BnlL 
. ^ye^ or being strained, very quietty, by 
a bow stringy rejoined the Captain, as in 
Turkey. 

Or undeigoiiig emasmilDtiQD for Ae im- 
pfovement of ibe voioe, observed the lieu- 
tenant, m recitative* 

Or being liable to lose one's head, or be 
buried in a dungeon, for life, by the autfaori^ 
of his imperial maj esty, of Russia, or Austria, 
without being informed why or wherefore 
i^gEon observed Johnny. 

Or to witness the stsangubdon or decoDa- 
6on of one's whole family, horn one's giand 
mother^ downto one's ^andaoOf (the great 
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grandmother being mercifully spared, by the' 
emperor's demency) for ^bring to look upon 
tbe divine countenance of the high, and 
mighty, and celestia] cousin germai^ of the 
moon ! added L 

'. 'Or to receive a polite invitation, to (he 
Bastile, for going from one market town, to 
another, without a passport, remarjked some 
onedse;. 

Or to be forced to forswear beef and mutton^ 
like the Gangarides! emulated the Joim 
Bull, mth a groan, e profundis, from the 
recesses of his portly paunch. 
i Or.wluit*8 worse, saftd I, haye it dressed for 
dinner, unider the sweaty posteriors of t^ 
t^iiiking Hotoitot 

, Or be' subjed^to the degradation of maxw 
hood, without a beard, like the Iroquois ! 
■creamed. out a father pretty, middle-aged 
widow. 

Or be un^e to stir out of doois/ without 
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die appr^ep9ioii of bang torn to j^eceg bft< 
wild biK^t8» said a pesiccM, heavy-loolmigp 
neiphaift. ; 

« IrebaKfe htonyy isr the best for that, o LaeiMeJ, 
an Hibernian, 'we've not a even a toad, or a 
vinimous riptile there. 
^ Or labour utider the deluaioiti dut opiimt i» 
aiuxmy, said the ship^eingeon. 
Or labour at the galhes^ added the iieo* 

Or swallow yava like the Otaheitans, 
observed the Captain. 

Or train-oil, like the Russian boon, or 
raw bear*8 tripe, suggested the merdfimt, like 
the Esquimaux* 

Or believe that human excrement, added 
I, is good for the soul, as they would have 
mankind to think, in Thibet. 

Or I forget what else. 

• • » • 

« • • • 

Thnsy in every dim^ is mankind sdbjected 
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loefBtcf knorgmlar in^ort hf0!f^irm 
ML the amlKxrity of the sage, wh» iaditef 
BHBebsy to piodcioe, in IB, a oonvietai ttflfi 
bMHB lifev no where cifidble of entb^ scmie 
wiHeafyOfanf hqppiiMMr Can we fiad^ in 
oor hearts, to agiee with Vdllave*k Rwigtogiy 
qne toot €iA UeOf toot wibiaif tontw^Ie 
mieuxqu'il floitpoviUe* } Som^ 
iUmI wenqr* 

•Caiidide.«E». 
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CJHAP. XIV. 



aSTOBN TO OXFORD. CHOICE OF A 

* SROfSSSION. 



8at, ^«*mlia*tit rcMMSv lieotee parioii ? 
Or ikM H pl^fft'jthy 'foiiey best. 
To prate in court, otject, protest. 
On trespaai, larceny, rap^ or arson ? 



^e moment we had set foot on terra firma, 

at Beal,' my t^cle and I set off, in all haste, 

fbr the residence of my dear friends, who had, 

^ 80 long, supplied to me, the place of parents: 

VOL. «i. T 



Digitized by 



Google 



filO eoNFBS&lONS OF 

and, in a few days, they heaid from Ifte, viv4 
Voce, a Tepedtioa of the Grange circumstances 
of my departm^ fitom England, and the M}- 
sequent events, in v^liich I had been implidtted, 
a^ my letters had duly apprised them. This 
duty being over, I hastened to mak^ my re- 
appearance, at {be imiveri^, and was, in no 
flight degree, impatient to see my college-' 
friends again. 

Ill paiss?hg throi]^ the t6wri,^ orf my wiy 
from Deal, I took the opportunity of indulging 
my regret, by viewing the residence, which 
iny poor Jeesica had tleserted^* to follow me. 
What a dream did th6 whdle incidents, of 
the last year, app^ to me, as I stood by the 
v«y comer, near which, twelve mcmthsf 
before, I had been hurried away, by the 
impulse of Providence,- to the perforamnce 
of, as far as concerns myself^ so eventful a 
part I stood,', with my eyes fixed upon the 
spot, compjetely bewildered. From this 
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9tate (^ revene, I was awakened by the 
xecorrence al^ne, of that regret, which the 
9Ssociattoiis» attached to the place, elicited. 

I also, communicated, by letter, to the old 
usurer, the decease of his daughter, with such 
consolation, ;as, I thought, a Jew would be 
.willii^ to receive from a Christian. I dreaded 
an interview with him, as I shuddered at the 
pontempla^tipn of witnessing the struggles, 
^md paings pf 9 Cher's feelings, whilst con« 
lemplating the seducer of his daughter. I 
trembled jat the idea of his groans, his agony 
.of soxil, l^is rising indignation, repressed by 
his pity, and shame, and all the bitterness of 
yain regr^ I wept, at the bare idea of the 
leass, which I might accuse myself, as having 
caused. The jthpught of suphja scene, dis- 
played it, to my Vfom^ as the most heart* 
breaking, and painful, in nature. I had not 
the fortitude ,tQ i^tnens sucl^ an .agsravation of 
;iuffering. 

Bgt, I niufSt ask myself^ was I deserving 
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•elf-reproach* oa this score? Was it my 
hnit that the unhappy girl followed me? 
Did I persuade her to leave her father's roof? 
No ! then I must acqmt myself of having 
been the cause of a parent's woe, which I 
so dreaded to behold. Still, as he would 
dunk otherwise, I was unable to bear the 
idea of an interview. 

All these drcumslances of exculpation, I 
fully, entered into^ in the letter, which I sent 
him. 

I sent, him, also, which, some might say, 
perhaps, to an usurer, might be some allevia- 
tion, the debt, which I owed him. 

Heaven forbid, I should consider that the 
interest of the usurer, could ever prevail over 
ibe feelings of a parent. Some men would 
kugh, perhaps, at the thought of exculpation 
and excuse, where the feelings of such obscure 
Vermin, as usurers, and all who are not in 
any higher station of life, are concerned. I 
caimot teiy^ although ftuch indifference is> 
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1 admit, bejTond measure, well-bred, that I 
am capable of equal insensibility. 

» ' * ♦ 

J5ehold nje, oi^ce pio^e, at Oxford. The 
first thing, which I did, on getting from th^ 
top of the coach, a^tb^ Staoc^ was (o hasten 

tp Wills's rooms, at College. I found 

him sealing a letter, of which, he told inethe 
Qontents a i^l^ort time after. Our pleasi^, 
at seeing each other again, was unfeigned. . 

Where, in tlie name of Heaven, have you 
^een all this time? excl^med he. I fully 
made up my mind that you were de:^, and 
bad loQg, ere this, been sold by (he resurrec- 
tion men, and had contributed your precious 
person, \o stock the larder of Surgeon's Hall. 

I laughed at l^is calculations of my fate, and 
proceeded to give him a detail of all i;^hich 
had befallen ipe, since my sudden disappear- 
ance, on our dispersion, from the Cyder 
Cellar, by the lyatch. Somethings, however, 
1 did not, now I recollect, inform him. 
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Whatever I might h^ve concealed from him,^ 
has been full j opened to the reader* 

He was, as it may be supposed, over- 
\i^he1med by surprise, at such a narrative. 
Which had not sooner been rendered on my 
part, than I begged he wouJd let me hear a 
little o^ himself, and what had become of 
Frank. 

You may imagine, said he, that, on losing 
you, so completely, our alarm was excessive. 
We could glean not the slightest trace of you, 
I believe there was some stbry, about a man 
being missed; but no sufficient description 
was given to make us certain that it referred 
to you. Frank thought you had been 
murdered, and I conceived you had probably 
reeled down to the Thames, and tumbled in. 
In fact, your course did, as it appears, lie in 
that direction. We did not, in short, know 
what to think. Resurrection men might, or 
might not have made away with you ; or you 
might have been smuggled, by the company 
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of wax-chandlers, to make spermaceti; 
or, a thousand other things, equally revolting, 
might have be&llen you. So, being unable 
to learn how you had been disposed of, we 
smcerely lamented your fate, and condoled, 
with each other, for your loss. 

Notwithstanding, continued he, laughing, 
Frank's spirits did not forsake him, and, by 
the aid of restoratives, he managed to 
smnmon up sufficient courage to see his 
female friends, and pay visits, with &em, to 
the Fountain, the Brunswick, the Saloon, the 
Bear Garden, the— 

And you followed his example, I dare say, 
1 interrupted. 

Why — ^ha ! ha! ha ! answered Wills, why, 
at any rate, no visits were paid to the Cyder 
Cellar. That spot would have occasioned too 
rtrong sensations 

Here we both burst out a laughing together. 
At length, I b^ged him to quit the chapter of 
sentiment, and tell me what had become of 



Digitized by 



Google 



216 CONFESSIONS OF 

Frank, and whether he had managed to pan 
his examination yet, or not. 

O yes, said Wills, Frank passed to peifeCf- 
tion. He made one or two trivial /blundersf, 
to he sure, as making a mistake, between 
the angel Gabriel, and G9]:Hiel, the waiter a| 
the Angel ; not being quite certain who was 
the father of Zebedee's children; or honf 
many commandments there were in the 
decalogue ; but nothing, very particular, and, 
altogether, he got off with flying colours. He 
is now a gentlenian at large, that is to say, 
having a handsome competency, he does 
what he pleases, or is perfectly idle. He, 
occasionally, visits Oxford, to see some pretty 
milliner, of his acquaintaniJe, and London, on 
expeditions of a simijar description. At 
present, I believe, he is gone, by vi^y of s^ 
lark, across the water, to Paris. 

Here is ^ letter, I received from him, the 
other day. He says that he is thinking of 
making the grand tour of Europe; and 
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proposes settmg off to Lyons, . crossing, the 
Alps, visiting Florence, Rome,. JSiaplesy 
Venice, and I don't know how many odwr 
places. In his way back, he thinks ofloiter- 
ing, in Switzerland, for a short tune, and 
passiQg a month oit twp, in the Netherlands, 
after which, he thinks it iu)t impossibte, he 
ihay take mitohin»elf a wife, turn steady, gel 
put into the commission of the peace, and 
occupy himself, with his domestic concertis^- 
peaceably and respectably, for the remainder 
of his Ufe, fiddiful to his duties of father and 
husband. 

Very laudal^le resolution, indeed, I 
answered^ laughing. I thought, after sUl^ 
Frank would turn out a steady member of 
society. But let me hear something about 
yourself! 

O! I have scarcely any thing to tell you, 
replied Wills, yawning. I liave passed my 
examination, which is a good thing over, and 
have taken my degree, and am now keeping 
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my mastei^s term. That letter^ wluch yoii 
saw me sealing, when you came m, utas 
fliatiiig my determination as to a professioa. 

Ah I And what has been your choice I 
laskede 

Bad enot^h, perhaps you will say ; but 
iad was the best, and I had no alternative, 
leplied T^^ills. So, at present, I am sentenced 
to haid labour, fpr life, in Iincolii*S( Inu. 
Eooe signum, added he, pointing to Black- 
stone, which was lying open, at the first pag^ 
of the introduction, on the side-table* 

Well, I give you joy of your choice, said J, 
Iboi^h, to be sure, the chakice?, against 
lising, in sudi a crowded professipq, as thQ 
law, are ten to one, and— - 

O Lord ! yes ! exclaimed he, inten:npting 
me. I know all that ; but there was n<^ 
other profession, which I could follpw, 
except that of the church, of which, I did 
pot relish the idea. 

And why ? I enquired. It is a nice, laqr 
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' profession, and just suits such an idle feUow 
as you are. 

Yes, yes, delightfully idle, no doubt; 
answered Wills, but I cannot wrong tny 
conscience, so much, as to undertake the 
discharge of sacred duties, with the spirit of 
which, my habits of tife, and inclinations, are 
• atvariancei A man, who does not feel that 
his thoughts, words, and actions, strictly 
conform to the purity, which ought to be an 
essential, in the clerical character, is not 
justified, in my opinion, in his assumption of 
it. Human nature, I am aware, is too frail to 
admit of perfection ; but it can be brought to 
a certain pitch of purity, which, it is very 
seldom encouraged to attain. I should, I 
know, be accused, by many, of too much 
delicacy. Perhaps, they may be right ; but 
no one is able to control his own feelings, as 
to many things, of which others judge diiTe- 
rently ; and, I repeat, I can beheve no man 
to be fitted for the capacity of a gospd- 
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preacher, or jasdfiedin takiiiigadafgeofflo 
important a nature upon himself^ who does 
not feel that he is capable of acting up to that, 
ivhich he proposes exhorting olhers to pursue : 
unlegs he can snramon fortitude enough i6 
shun temporalities, to aljore sc^ualities, to 
ahandob w ori dlineas , hdis addng'the part of a 
.'h3^pocrite b^bre «tha ivoiid,* hisown com* 
sdenee, and God. 

Hbw satisfactory it is then, I observed, to 
GQntemplate theexbeOencetif the genoaiBly 
«>f our deigy i 
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CHAP. XV. 



BOILmNG^MANIA, IN OXFORD, WITH 
SUNDRY OTHER MATTERS. 



And now, as closer we approach, 
I roused myself from my loug nap. 
Throating^ my head out of the coach. 
To gaze, and scratinize, and grape. 
I thought, indeed, my Jonmey undone. 
And felt myself, again^ near London; 
Again, methonght I heard Bow Bell, 
Or Tiewed th^ walla of CamberwcU 

Anov, 

Siape I ind, ht^ been at Oxford, conn- 
deiable chaises Is^d taken place, in its 

VOL. III. u 
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environs. I found a new town had sprung 
up, under its walls, called Somers Town* 
erected, on a very liberal scale, with semina- 
ries for young ladies, amongst other things, 
with a view, I concluded, that Oxford, in time, 
might become no less renowned for the 
education of the female, than for the male 
part of the juvenile community of the 
country : or, it might be with a view to affoid 
young gentlemen, the society of young ladies, 
for the purpose of their acquiring a polished 
manner, by an intercourse with the softer 
«ex : 

Emollit mores, nee sinit esse fero»«- 



and, we know how much the society, and 
conversation of the Roman ladies, was courted^ 
and honouredi by Cicero^ as piomotiog KSa^m 
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ment, elegance of diction, and affability of 
manner*. 

All improvements are gradual, and, it is to 
be r^etted that the university-members had 
not experienced the benefit of this, which 
has been mentioned, at an earlier period; 
however, now they have been blessed with it, 
let them make the best of 

The goods, the gods provide them. 

Make the best of a bad job, some stem don 
will, probably, say, with surmises, on the 
subject, which have not entered the brain of 
bim who congratulates the university, on so 
valuable an acquisition. 

Notwithstanding the improvements, in the 
quarter of Somers Town, have so jusdy 
elicited praise, the same sentiments cannot be 

• On this see Postcript to Harrrlette WiIson*s 
Memoirs, Vol. 4. p. 288 — Ed. 
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expressed, concerning the innovadooSy wbidi 
have been made, upon the ancient feature of 
the entrance to Oxford, from the Wyoombe 
Boad. 

A more abominable display of codoKipsmf 
and vulgarity, never disgriused the appearaLnce 
of any town. If pastry-cooks, who have 
made fortunes, by running up long aocounts, 
for desserts, at wine parties, by a system of 
cheating, for a quarter of a centmy, wish to 
enjoy their otium cum dignitade, in retire^ 
ment, let them retire to the dunghills, on 
which they were spawned, throughout the 
country, and not pollute the magtiificent 
entrances to the most beautiful of cities in the 
kingdom, by blocking them up, with paltry 
lath and plaister-buildings, arrayed in the 
loathsome cockneyism of Gothic windows, 
and sphinxes, which make the stranger fancy 
himself, transported to Hammersmith, or 
Kensington, or any other trumpery pbDea» ia 
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the suburbs of the metropolis, made up of 
Agnes Villas, and Terraces, Caroline Rows, 
Waterloo Parades, &c. 

How admirably, to be sure, do such speci- 
mens of gingerbread architecture, not inap- 
propriate to the dwellings of pastry-cooks, 
conform with the monastic grandeur, and the 
solenmityof the turrets of Magdalen, which, 
80 nobly, meet the eye, on the approach to 
Oxford, from beyond the elegant bridge over 
the Charwell, or, with the dome of the 
Radcliffe, or of Tom-gate, visible above the 
h^ads of the majestic avenue of elms, which 
ornament Christ-church Walk! 

Why do not the authorities of the university, 
if they take any pride in maintaining, invio- 
late, the beauties of these seats, sacreJtothe 
muses, use their influence, in checking the 
growing pollutions, by which they are 
disgraced? 

The only alternative of effecting such t 
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prevention, will be, perhaps, of purohasing 
the ground^ on which, these pc^ations are 
accumulating. Does this consideration make; 
them pause in so liberal a measure? A 
measure, which would reflect honouTi on tha 
university, while it preserved^ imimpaired, th^ 
sacred grandeur of the moenia Aluredensia. 

As for funds, let no one object an inade* 
quacy in that respect. The senior fellows of 
Magdalen, wallow in riches* People are; 
afraid to say how much they are worth. 
Could they not, in common with the rest of 
their academical brethren, with veiy Uttle 
inconvenience to themselves, contribute, to 
prevent the nuisance, which is here depre^ 
cated ? With no inconvenience at all, one 
should imagine, or with <me» which would be 
▼ery willingly, and cheerfully borne, by the 
true spirit of liberality, which ought to actuate 
them, in such an instance. 

Where is Doctor Tatham^ all this while ? 
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Was k not tbe he&ll of liuoiin^ who, soiiif 
3Ptot ago, ptiblished a pvc^ecled wcfrk of 
iitiptoveineiits^ fi>r liie embellishmtot of tht 
leat of the udvereify ? Al any rafe^ if st 
decorations were the result of his Rhedyoiitl 
Porgata, or Oxonium Pur^ittnn, I kkget 
vkicky yet kt him, if no one ebe will <loine 
Amtiu'd, to resist thb growdi of dL^uriiQg 
blemishes, on the features of those beantieB 
which he, at least, if no one else, I repeat, in 
the university does, vieifrs with no common 
interest. 

The worthy doctor will answer. All my 
brother dons would ay of me, aa a student of 
my own college, once, said, A figfor Doctor 
Tatdian, if I ventured to bestir myself in the 
caiiae« Gaa this ba true ? If it is, yah 
pudof^l 

There id ottie uiipixnremcnt oontemplatddy 
whkhdfiservealQ be noticed with the highest 
encomium : it is laying open, to the street 
by which Of fotd h entered, from Woodstock, 
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the front of Worcester CoUege*, and the 
demolition of the filthyy old houses, at the 
back of the schools, and the erection of the 
new building of Magdalen Hall, on their 
site. 

Apropos of these old buildings, there is a 
faakl-workingy honest, old dame, lives at the 
comer, who accommodates— -but, no, I will 
say nothing about it. 

Whether she does, or no, 
That's not for you to know, 

as the song says, so let that matter pass* 

Besides these improvements, there are some 
moral improvements,' of no small importance, 
in contemplation, one of which, is said to be 
the permission of the yoimg fellows of New 
College, to become candidates for honours, in 
the examinations, previous to degrees, from 

• Since this was written, that Unprovanent 
has been completed — £d. 
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which they have loag oomplaiiied of beii^ 
excluded^, Improvem^kts, also^ are projected 
in the system of the examinationf thettiaelves*; 
but this is a subject^ on which, no one will 
thank me for dweUii^. * 

If such a subject is to b^ discussed at all, 
let the discussion take place, during a dinlier, 
at New College. No one need be ennuy6 
wkh any subject, however uninteresting of 
insipid it might be, while he was r^led witlf 
80 good a specimen of college-fare, as Mrill 
greet him on the board of the society of Neif 
College; and then, there is that good- 
humouited, chattering fellow, L—— L ■ -* 
who will talk amusingly, on any subject^ 
however dry; and there is H — -rtoo, and 
numbers of clever, meiry fellows besides, in 

• Some alteration has, I fancy, taken place, 
In the ayatcm, within po very great length of 
tim»— Ed. 
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whose company, we are often sensible that 
the evening passes away too quickly. 

Shall Christ^hurchy and Meiton, and All^ 
Souls be forgotten? What an enviable 
acquisition is a fellowship at the two latter i 
A canonry, at the first, is something too 
exalted to be spoken of, in an humble produc- 
tion, like the present ! Of the two lasU-men*- 
tioned places, what charming, gentlemanly 
retirements are they! It is difficult to say 
which of them is preferable ; and if the last of 
the two wins us, with its imposing solemnity, 
and respectability, we are scarcely less 
charmed, with the extreme prettiness, privacy 
and quiet, which characterizes the former. 

As for Oriel, it is an amazingly good 
school, and takes the lead, on the score of 
literary notoriety, of all the collegiate insti- 
tutions of the university. Next to Oriel, 
Brazenose and Exeter, claim a place ; the 
latter, a respectful follower in the train of 
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OnxL As for the remaining ooUegei^ ia the 
univefsity, there is no more to be said of one 
than ofanother^ excepting^ merely, that the 
external appearance of some, is more eligible 
than that of the rest : for instance, the miiver* 
mtyy Queen's and St John's^ The first and 
the last of these three colleges have, ever 
since their foundation, retained the same 
character, which they, at present, hold ; but 
the second, how has it fidlen from its high 
estate, for so many years ! 

Till the erection of Christ-chupch, under 
die auspices of Wolsey, Queen's was the 
leading college of the day, and has, long^ 
been compelled to vindicate the decayed 
honours of its name, by a reference to the 
bright galaxy of royal^ and nobility, wrhich^ 
at one peeiod, shone, with such a lustre, 
within its walls. 

Toretiuntomy£nend Wi&, after leaving 
his rooms, we each procured a hack at 
Seckham's^ and rode over^ to see the remams 
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^f the Rdman yiHa/ at North Leigh. W\% 
because he discov^ted that the woman, -who 
^wed the rains, was Freneh, stuck to her, 
with such htrodkie pertbacity, that I thought 
we should have never have got away from the 
spot. As the day was very hot, we carried 
on the conversation, with our show-woman, 
on the steps of one of the baths, which, by 
the bye, are of such a depth, that, unless the 
heels are raised up to the hams, in ascending 
them, the fracture ot one's shin-bones is 
tmavoidable* 

We talked, chieHy, 1 recollect^ our thirst 
tailing us to the subject, about Normandy 
cyder, comparing it with that of Devonshire*. 
"Hie woman, stoutly, maintained, that thjs 
80ur beverage of Normandy, ym better than 
bur sweet drench, which w^, as sto\]tlj^ 

* Cj^er, In its pare «tate. Is nragh and not 
«we4^ J b«t what, |>iMre, w^l, sajt m Lontei 
palat^ which is accnstomed to have ev^ry thin^ 
vdulterated N-£i», 
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ctjectedto; and» asonetbiagleai^toteoltiery 
from the cooqparaKm between (ihe English and 
French cyder, we. proceeded tb Aat of 
£i^li8h and French feraakSy and, frdm that, 
my friemd Wills proceeded to suggest sotiie- 
thing else to the woman, lAken he, suddenly, 
fo^nd himself precipitaitedtf Kead-foremost, 
dow9 the ;slepBof the hath, on which we 
were sittii]^ by the hudbfeuad of the object of 
^ address^^ a sora'^looking^ sear-visa^ed 
fpldier, bearing; on his breast, a Waterlo<>-< 
tnedai^ who happened to come tip, tothe bath, 
just at Aai time, and, observing Mr* Wills^i 
eaipest manner, augured no geod^ from it^ to 
his social comfort and. re^peetabiHty, and, 
l)GCordingly, tho^^t proper to display his 
sentiments, on the subject, in the manner 
described. Fprthi^ piece of impudence, his 
Waterloo'laurels did not protect him, from 
tiie chastisement whictt.ii deserved ; but cost 
him a good thiashing, not only fiom WiSkg 
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but from bis French rib| into the bai^gauiy 
accompanied, from that quarter, DiHth an invita« 
tion to my fiiend, to come and talk to her, as 
much as he liked, whenever he liked, and 
about whatever he likedi 

In our way home, we turned off to Wood- 
stock, and dined at my favourite retreat, the 
B^ar4 The next day,, we went down the 
watery in a boat, on an excuitioD, together 
with five or six Other men^ iiiio had provided 
themselves,, with a four-«oar^ to Newhham. 
The weather was delightful, and we had a 
charmmg jollification in one of the various, 
little bowers, or summer-houses, which die 
noble proprietor of the place^ some years ago, 
caused to be .erected, for the accommodation 
of the Oxonians, when they should chance to 
pay h^s place a visit. We loitered away the 
whole day, in stroUing about the grounds, and 
making ourselves merry, over the hock, and 
coki chicken, of which our repast coo- 
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-^•isted. It ivas not^ till eight o^cloc^, in the 
evening) that we handled our oars tp row 
back to Oxford. ' 

We had not gone very far, up die river, 
when we heard a tremendous splashing 
Jai^hing» singii^, and shouting, behind 
us,: 

A drunken party, I fency, this must be, 
€edd one of the men in the four-oar, at whose 
Mem, Wills and I kept close, in our skiflP, for 
80ciety*8 sake« 

Yes, said Wills, and they look, very much, 
as if they were inclined to tumble over-board^ 
1 never saw fdlows so drunk beibre. G** d ! 
what a noise they make ! 

Bravo I look at their steersman, said Hesk, 
one of the crew of the four-oar. There, I 
thought so, he has run them aground already. 

Upon my word we must stop, said I, and 
give them some assistance. They will never 
be able to get their beat off the bank. Don't 
you see, too, it is wedged in, between that 
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wiIloiPr-fltinBp» and the iail» wUcb nmi«iv 
the bank ? 

Wbi^ ! was making iUb Toaari^^ tffe 
4rui4(ea party wbk all tuggy^, flOooe one 
way, and some smother* and eaimyoaaaaf^ 
to force their txnC, whick was an eigbt-oorf^ 
each of them, in a contrary directioa fan 
theot^er. The flteersmany who Waslbe least 
i^ebfurted <^ them a]l, and he was so dizz]^ 
bcaijped, thit he oouid hardly make use of his 
legs, seiung upon an oar, aad poshing, widi 
all hb wgbt» firon; the bank, effiKted, at 
length, the extrication of thie boat; bnt it 
burs^ Irom the bank, with so violent^ and 
suddea a jerk, that four of the crew were 
joked, neck aad heek, OYer-board, and, so 
ii;itolerably overcome with intozi^on, were 
ti^ey, that, shocking to re^e, two of them 
sunk to tbe bottom, ^Xhov^^ consciousBess 
of ttie state, in which tliey were* The eSbcts, 
which they hsA bfetif «^ boistierdusly* 
maJpqgt to gjet theji: jtol ^ ti^lmnh M 
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aggAvated tifeir droukenness, to such a 
degree, ac to leave them, totally^ without 
the slightest sense or perception of any thing 
ahout them* The remaining two were, with 
the greatest difficulty, saved by Wills, Hesk, 
another man,* and myself. These were not so 
dead drunk as the odier two. 

As this catastrophe occasioned a considen- 
able delay, time was given to the remainder of 
the inebriate party to return, a little, to their 
leoses; and they were lurgen^ about getting 
back to their colleges that night : but it was, 
now, late, and they were not, nearly, arrive^ 
at a sufficient state of sobriety, to manage the 
busdnessof rowing themselves safely back^ 
9q pur party determined not tp let them gQ 
on, but made them all return to a cottage, 
near the place where their unfortunate 
carousal had taken place, and where they 
passed the night, and came away the next 
morning. 

Since this melancholy event took place. 
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fbe gdk)U8 and filftXiy habit qi Apxldpg to 
«coe0% has become les prevail in tba 
■ocial circles of the univeisity. . Coaviviality 
la conducted noir» thank Heaven, with more 
fatio^ialitf 9 and with as much hilarity, thougii 
with more deoonpn than before^. In a short 
time, to hear of a|;entleman, being dnmk^ 
will be as rare an ocourrence, it is to be 
hofgei, ill the muveisiQf, asintfae worid! 

• One of th€ oplleges has always been acc«ae4 
•f tea^rinktngr, Instead of wtne-drinkingr $ bv^ 
to the Editor^ certain knowledge, there ha?e 
been some wine-diinken there, within the lesf 
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CHAP. XVI. 

A LAST VIEW OF THB PLACES RO0ND 
OXFORD. 

Beloved in rain !— Gray. 

The ne^cfc tw<P^ or three days were occuiNe^p 
by Wilb and me, in scduring the countiy, 
loimd Oxford^ I)y way of taking leave, as it 
was not likely that w^ fihojold ride over it 
Bgahif dther as partaking in the chace, or 
|br the mere sake of a lark*) to kill time. 

• At the time this work was w/'kteD, tbia 
piece of slang was more in use among Oxonians 
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We, first, rode, by Bicester, in the vidmt]f 
fd which, we had, many and many a tim^ 

j<Hned the hounds: not old M ^'sofM— — 

Hall, the &t banker, or brewer, or both* 

While in this part of the country, we tock 
an opppitunity of visitii^ the memorable field 
of £c!^ Hill, and thence put up at the White 
lion, at Banbury, where we had the delec- 
table oqmpany of the inn-keeper*s dau^tei;^ 
Nothing improper: the girls are very good 
girls, I can bear witness ! 

The next morning, we visited Wroxton, 
the seat of the Earl of Guildford, in the 
vicinity of Banbury ; and then mounted hoise 
tuid scampered off, to visit the gruideup of 
Stowe, a short distance to the north of 
Buckingham. A more villainously, flat^ 
dreary, uninteresting country, never existec^ 

tban It DOW is, and from bdiig« once, oomidered 
quite the thing, is, now, deemed unconunonly 
low.— Ed. 
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Ate aS te ufiper pait of Buckinglnmshife) to 
lidMoh Ae woods of Stowe fotm a fine ocnw 
iBBit* tkamStoym, we rode to AyleJidMiry» 
^MMHfitiPOii tbe eommy ti> Thame, a place^ 



* Here, as it Blenheim, the Tisitor b struck 
witli Ae veamabM of bem^ compelled to pay 
th« perraot* of an ofnlent aa<l prond daKel 
I 91B not sure, whether Stowe, like Blenheim, 
ainst he exhibited ; but >ris1tors are now, from a 
Keenly iapomtorj reipilatiqQ, not peiiaitttd t« 
inspect tha bonsai nntil twa o*clock» no trilMog 
ftlsappointment to those who g^ early, like my 
iaformant, for the parpose of continuiog their 
toari' beHaMs, Another ^ireqqiptaiioa ihotttd^ 
also, be noticed. On arriv|nf at a certaia part 
of the grounds, the showman apprises his 
eoropaay tM|t tlie grotto is 9 separate concern, a 
^iftcreal' prtparty^ snl is tke snl^ecA df an extra 
charge, the dacbess bavingj, charitably, giTea Ha 
proceeds to an old ser?ant. Thus her Grace^s 
diarity become^ a reat.ebarge on the pnbliet 
Yet the Dako of Backia9bam*s - ceacentnited 
]property is one of the finest in England. The 
Cobham, the Nugent, the BuclLinq^ham, the 
Chandea all combined in one person! Still his 
futbfal servants qaarteredon thepablicP^IiliK 
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glooi^ enoi^h, to mnte a mfoi, iiiA 
pleasurey to fauag liimsel& We look kiEve of 
tiav alas early an hour^n we cenU, the mfeatt 
moaaagf and lode on to the Lonte Boed^ 
<m which we eniei^ged» at a few milee iirom 
OxfojxL . In. our way thither^ y^ jturned 
ande, t^ take a last look at the v^lage, fai 
which, it is B&id, liikon, fer some time^ 
resided. Its name has escaped firom my 
aieiBOiy« 

Before we rode into Oxford, we lingered to 
)ook at that cunous litde spedmen of Sazo^ 
archilectiire, thechuroh at Iffley ; after which, 
ipre finished the day , by riding across to see 
^e grounds of Lprd Alnngdon, and the site 
of Cumnor House* I ought to mention 
that we did not procure admission to the 
groi^ids of his lordship's place. To be -suze 
as th^ are not particularly worth seeing, we 
lost nothing, H^ven knows. His lordship, 
th^jTsay, is musical; thetoneof his lefusab 
of admissiop, tc any one who asks to see his 
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phce^ are certainly not so, aslhqrarecoa- 
. Tejred, by liis porter'^, at die ledge. 

The whole of the next day was conBimind 

m riding over Bleiiheim Faik, and looking^ 

agun^ at the pttoftings, which decorate the 

' walls of the house, and our favourite Titian 

.gallery. 

Wills, on the Mowing morning, attended 
, the crld^et ground, en Bttllingdon Common; 
,ao I was left by myself, to lounge about the 
.lONiu/ My morning was, meritorioosly, spent, 
•at my private tutor's, my evening, meretri- 
ciously, in the vicinity of Faiadiae Gardens. 
Not not npsuohjthing! , This was, mer^ 
said for the sake of indulging in that powerful 
Sgfxxe of rhelonc^ antithesjs; which must, 
necQsar^y, always be made use of, inqpeak- 

• Garolan, when in a like predicament, stnick 

.> I'^^t a paty, hell's gates, were not kept by 

. 6'Flynn, 
' So surly a dog would let nobody in.«»-ED. 
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Sandays jD«t«ki^pUd, aslfae IriihpUii.nMi: 

dbe i»?KQii%,. M •pp(«nttetn| at Cattfoc^: imd 
sooii. % «tauig» i bfiietie; tiiiBlpfliit^ ia 
lounging at the magazine of an dld» .pntifl|^ 
'gopd^bumoined aort of Mk#,. who sdBs a 
;Yane^ <^<miiuiidtttdi6^ Jafltt«al|H^b(«faUl, 

ttifit P<^ '|)vil>a» piiobi^ fliyif*^ eofns^^^ni^ 

.^<^e<*|)o^» Mftppols^ m«tftaMk-f«l%. iipttky- 

foia, <)baiabafupot3^ floent ittid iieifim^ tebi 

mk €ntgrtMiiiiient» boblol litttl tel^ fecilt 

})C(k for boA^ fuid iiibd 

, Wilk ptvpotdl a jBmsA^i^JBMa^tak, ink 

•bnggy^JtlMiiiigfitday; tt^wUeh^ wetBied 

:l^ith. a gluby to which wjr both, bebi^|«d% I 

fiMget which it was ; for we belonged to twif 

^ ]thfe& I reoottect ill w^ tidither a 

pigeon-shooting .club^ nor a buU-baitiii^ dub. 

After dinner, we went down the river, to 

see a boat-race ; an evenly which encites no 
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sinsdl degree of interest, not only in the 
members of the university, but in the good 
folks, also, of tkis town, the ladies of which, 
ionn a beatitifal fringe, to the bank of the 
Isis,' which they adorn with their presence* 

Here one may see, collected, all the milH- 
*ners, and confectioners' daughters, nursery- 
maids, chamber-maids, dairy-maids, and 
house-maids; all the tradesmen's wives, 
widows, and spinsters, ugly and pretty, oki 
and young, of the place. This evening they 
were all thrown into the shade, and were 

obliged to 

Hide their diminished rayi| 

by a female con^Uation, Which appeared 

amongst' thein : not, a lady of the town, but 

"Of the university, celebrated in the recollec-' 

tions of all, who pretend to any acquaintance 

with Oxford. She was elegantly attired* in a 

blue riding-habit; heir ringlets flowing, from 

|)6iiead> a fa«t, by which ^lOse eaptihri&ting 

tresses were surmounted* She put me, so^ in 

mind cf the description of the goddess, in the 
vor . III. Y 
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first iEneid, that I cannot forbear flubtnitdng 
the passage^ 

RbseAcerTice refulsit, 
Ambrosiat qae comn divinom rertice odofea 
Sptravere: pedes Testis defloxitadimos; 
Et vera inctHssi^ patait dea. 

No wonder then, that I called her a con- 
stellation, amongst the female train. 
Vehit, inter Ignes 
Luna minorea^ 

Amongst 6ther friencbi, as^mUed, to wit- 
ness the boat-itU5e, I met one of, by far, the 
ino^ agreeable persons in Oxford. I do not 
speak of any of the characters of the uiiiver- 

toty, not of Peter* K , nor Dr. T » 

nor thfe Reverend Mr. M-— , nor yet of 
!bemetriades, the little, dirt)^, modem Greek, 
nor Dodd, the satellite of the imjuiintors of 
{proficiency in the Literee Humaniores ; but no 
I win not say of whom. 

• Since this wiui fhrilten, the person tfUnded 
to has died, as much respected and regreitcd as 
any one who ever resided in Oxford — Eo. 
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CHAP. XVIL 



VHE COUMBUORATION. UONISRNO. 
Ezpectota dies aderet.rrEi^* 

As I va$ sittiagy at bveakfast, in my 
lodging, for I bad given up iny foonas, in 
college, a letter was brought me^ from my 
uncle, informing m^ that it was his intention 
to pay Qxft>rd a visit, during the period of the 
commemoration, which \^ras to be graced by 
the presence of my lovely oousip* 

I was delighted^ beyond measure, at the 
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thought of having to show Laura the various 
objects of curiosity, which the place con- 
tains ; and, anxiously, did I look down the 
load, by which she was to enter the town, 
when the morning fixed, for her arrival, was 
at hand. 

The time cam^z the carriages and four, 
latded into die town: every inn was a scene 
of busde ; every lodgings-house was foil ; every 
faaftiqwidm^e, chapd, wdidoiileR^ of e^ry 
odl^, was thronged with spectators, and 
relaxed from their frown of monastic solem- 
nity, at the presence of beauty and fashion. 

Oxford now, for once in the year, assumes 
fn ai^iea^tmce of gaiety, and its mendtofe^bus, 
HJioomypiaeidityis agreea^y-disturbed^ wl^fi 
vnmot possibly be eifectdl, without the itntro^ 
duedoubflbfnw, less heavy and austere than 
those of the heads of houses, within its walls ; 
and garbs of a gs^er hue than that cf tt^ 
academic gown. 
, My smsations, at shotting out, with Laura, 
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on our lionizing expedition, vi^ her arm 
locked in my own, were, beyond measure, 
happy. I gave her to know, at the outset, 
that every thing, she was going to see, came 
under the denomination of Iions» and, as there 
was a reciprocity in the terni, which referred 
to the object witnessed, and the person wit- 
nessing, she was, further, given to know, that 
$he was nothing moire nor less than a lioness. 

As every one is acquainted with the usual 
routine of lionizing, ftom one extremity of 
Oxford to the other, ^m Magdalen Ck>llege, 
to Friar Bacon-s arch, it would be both idlcf, 
and uninteresting, to dwell upon the subject 
A few, only, of the best lions, shall be 
mentioned, one of which, unless it is dead, 
will be fouud in college, remarkable for its 
beauty of appearance, and the power of 
voice, which it displays, in the theatre. TKe 
next, is, that exquisite, tittle mor^eau, the 
portrait of Msury, Queen of Scots, in the 
Bodleian gallery : and another, the celebratea 
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^otdieps iSbopjr by Annibal Csnaoci, in tbe 
fibiaiy of ChiistHchuich. SU John's Coll^ 
.garden should netrer be foigotten, ond^ as for 
die remaining lions, wor'Ji sq;>eaking of, I 
foSn the reader back, to the characteg 
i n e wt ione d, at tlie end of the last chapter^ 
Yes^OQ^ more must be added ; the £mensioi^ 
of the mighty Tom, the univeisily curfe^, 
should be in^tected : yet another, Dr. John- 
son's rooms, at Pembroke^ not foigetting the 
little libraiy, at Trinity, in which he, some 
^yearsalterwards, occasionally studied, together 
.with his friend Waiton's rooms, and Kettle 
.|1»11, at which he lodged. 

The historical recollections, to which a 
Surrey of Oxford gives Tise, are as infinite, .as 
they are impressive, whether they carry us 
back to the era, when science first dawned 
upon the spot, in obedience to the encourage- 
nient, which die greatest, perhaps^ of 
Engl^md's kings, ficom the time of Egbert, 
heM out to it, in laying the foundations of 
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that magoificence^ ^ which, im after agea, the 
university fass amved» or whether they refer 
to the introductiofi of Jm^iatiy by the motikv 
in the twelfUi cenHuy, a&d tiie ctmseqiieDl 
^putations, on that event, or to the sacred 
convocation, by which, the cause of the 
Befonnation, in Englmoid, was oaafixmed, and 
the establisbroent of its chuidi ratified ; of, to 
the scenes of horror and carnage which took 
pfakoe, inthestreete, and befbre the coBeges, 
in die tumultuous season of ^ Rebellion, 
when the crimes and barbdfities, committed 
1^ die detestable and l^pocritical iHnaticism 
of die puritans, diat odious gei|us, of which, 
die Brownists, fifth monarchy men, and the 
rest, were species, were not even exceeded by 
die inhuman brutalities, exercised in the 
French revolution, witness the mercuries or 
chronicles of the era of the time, which are 
extant 

The recdlections too, of that era, bring 
before us the presence of the unhappy 



Digitized by 



Google 



252 



CONFB98I01I8 UP 



Charlesy who, for dome time, made a sbuMly 
witbin the walls of Oxford, against the powem 
of the rebels. Here he held his court. Th^ 
houses of Holywell, and the parish of Sf. 
Giles, contained the nobility, which adhered, 
feithfuHy, to their king, his ministers, officers, 
and his unfortunate feniily. 

♦ f » ♦ 

♦ . ♦ f ♦ 
What a galaxy of brilliant names, dazzlea 

us, in the remembrance of all, whose growth, 
in greatness, has been fostered by Alma 
Mater, as future oi^naments to their country, 
in church and state> in science and in litera«» 
^ure! 

♦ » ♦ ♦ 

To enumerate them all, to be sure, woul^ 
pot exactly tal^e up so mucl^ p^per, as would 
$11 the world, as St. John says, though a great 
deal more than I could conveniently spare ; 
so I shall not make the attempt It would be 
to carry lionizing a little too far. Apropos, 
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im dutj J^^g performed, latt^uied Im^ 
in tiie ^yenin|^ to tbe€a»o«i(t*raQhi» iriRre^nfe 
heard, as usual, some sufficiently bad siagtiig^ 
hy Bellamy and aome«u0ioiQdtly gixid^. %y 
Bn^ham. As^toiiisfinM^ wdlmcbttutkRW 
executieiv I ooofesa, I feel, very much^ tnftb 
Pr. Johason, oq ike subject tho^h I h»vc^ 
thank Heaven, more taste for music, tbsa 
was professed by that sage, who, on hearing 
every one expressing himself in ecstacies at 
some eminently fine execution, shook his 
head, vehemently, at the same time, exclaim- 
ing, that he wished it were impossible ! 

But the story is old and trite. To return 
then to Laura, the commemoration being now 
concluded, the train of fashion dispersed, the 
bustle ended, and Oxford abandoned to its 
wonted gloom and placidity, she, also, took 
her leave of the place, amongst the rest of its 
visitors, apparently, much satisfied with my 
attention to her, during her visit, for which, I 
was amply repaid, by the smile she gave me. 
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as the carriage rolled away irom before the 
Star, which inn she had resorted to, during 
her stay. 

On taking leave, my uncle repeated his 
desire that I would come, and pass the 
sununer-vacation, at his residence, in Deihy^ 
shire, whither, as soon as I could, I followed 
him. Love gave me wings— but a truce to 
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CHAP. XVUL 



JBVBNTS OF THE. SUMMER-VACATION. 



Had we never lored so kindly; 

Hiul we never loved so blindly 

Never met, or never parted ; 

We had ne*er been brolLen-hearted.^-Moo&it* 



I had brought my books, with me, to my 
unck's house, for the pmpose of reading, 
during the vacation, and, for a month or two, 
really, from a sense of the urgency of my 
situation, t applied, with tolerable closeness : 
for I had paid so little Mention to hodis, 
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throughout my university-career^ and the time 
wasy now, so fast approaching, when my 
examination must be undergone, that appli- 
cation was absolutely necessary* 

I was looked upcm, quite, as one of the 
family, as indeed I was; but, I mean, the 
Colonel's residence was, as much, a home, 
to me, as that, which I had been accustomed 
to, from my iniancy. My quiet, studious 
conduct imbued him with a decided opinion, 
that I was possessed of great, natural steadi- 
ness, and, so coo^pletely dad he place oon. 
Sdence in me, that he would, frequently, 
leave me, at home, with his daughter, when- 
ever any business happened to call him, for a 
day or two, away. 

Oixe morning, a solicitor's letter required 
his presence, in town, as a party, in a cause, in 
Chancery; an afiair which, off and on, was 
likely to detain him.* perhaps, two or three 
months, or, at any rate, during the whole 
remainder of my vacation. 
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As his immediate presence was necessary, 
he made no delay in setting out, upon his 
journey; and took leave of Laura andmy-« 
self, with his usual frankness and confidence* 
His only cause of uneasiness was, being called 
away, oa so unpleasant, and, generally, 
interminable a commission, as a suit in 
chancery. 

My cousin and I were not, to be sure, left 
altogetlicr to ourselves. There was, also, an 
elderly lady, who had been an sicquaintance 
of the ColonePs, some years past, staying in 
the house, at the tiiQC. She, poor soul, had 
been rendered, nearly blind, by age, and 
was, furthermore, as deaf as a posL 

The infirmities of this good, old lady, 
necessarily, rendered her presence, down 
stairs, very uncertain, and, when she did 
moke, her appearance, she was, so little able 
to join, in the conversation, that, whether we 
would or no, Laura and I were compelled to 

VOL. 111. 2 
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^ 

find an antidote to ennui, in the resomces of 
each other, exclusively* 

It was impossible, for me, to resist attrac- 
tions, so powerful, as those of my cousin's 
society. Unconsciously, I always found 
myself by her side, and could be happy no 
where else. My books were thrown away ; 
for, however xirgent the occasion, which 
demanded their perusal, who, for the dry task 
of logic, philosophy, divinity, and history, 
could, possibly, forego the fascination of 
elegance, and accomplishment, or be of 
so callous a natiue, as to resist the witchery 
of beauty ? 

The man, who could be insensible to such 
charms, I should despise, as the miserable 
slave of an apathy, the most and dullest 
degrading, as senseless as the clay, of which 
he was formed, and guilty of an indifference, 
coldet, and more revolting, than even that, 
which excites the astonishment of the poet. 
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For wbo, to damb forj^etfalDeM, a prejr^ 
This pleasing^, anxious beings e*er resigiiM? 
Left tbe warm precincts of the cheerful day^ 
Nor cast one louging^ lingering look, behind? 

No! my evexy thought was devoted to the 
csontemplation of Laura's charmSy her wit, or 
her beauty ; eveiy word was uttered with the 
wish of pleasing her; every action displayed 
the anxiety, I fel^ in paying her attentions^ 
To use the cant of the writers of love-novels, 
she was, my idol by day, and 'the dream, 
which haunted me, by night. 

The subjects, which, I perceived, pleased 
ber, most, were those, on which I most 
loved to dweU, ip her presence, and, by 
ivhicbf 1 ^endeavoured to show ber, the con« 
gepiality of soul, existing between us. The 
fUrs, she loved to play, I would b^ to 
bear again*an4 ^ain, and listened to them, 
with the most eager delight, in the considera«» 
tioQ that the same sounds, also, penetrated hsr 
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bosom. The scenes, she delighted in looking 
upon, were those, on which, alone, my eye 
felt pleasure in resting, and, to view which, 
I was always impatient to conduct her. My 
attentions were not without their effect. 
Laura had long, I am sure, felt a regard for 
me, as her relation ; the more, because she 
had so few, besides myself; but, I knew, 
that, now, she felt more tenderly towards me, 
and was conscious that, we, mutually, 
cherished love, for each other. 

If Laura had been less beautiful, I could, 
perhaps, have abated somewhat of the atten- 
tion, which I, so anxiously, paid her ; but, 
as it was, I was drawn to her side, by a 
iascinatioh, an impulse, which I could not, 
possibly, resist. I was inflamed, and irritated, 
with a passion, whose warmth, it was, in 
vain for me, to endeavour to quench. I loved, 
beyond all power of control, and, in the 
assiduity of evincing my tenderness, I uncon- 
sciously awakened^ in the object of it, a 



Digitized by 



Google 



AN OXONIAN. 261 

love for myself; nor did I, when I perceived 
it was awakened, abate any of those efforts, 
which might encourage it; but fanned the 
fire, which had been kindled, into an arden^ 
and uncontrolable flame. 

Ah! dangerous, disastrous crisis! HI- 
starred, unhappy hour, when the voice of 
wamingis lulled tosleep,in the breast; when 
the blush of shame is absorbed in the cheek, 
by the hectic, feverish glow of passion. 
When hearts, the most pure, are the soonest 
deceived into their own betrayal, and inno- 
cence, the most guileless, to surrender itself 
a victim! 

They who know not the heart of woman, 
know not, when she loves, how violent is the 
passion: how unconquerable an enemy to her 
peace, she fosters beneath her bosom. A pas- 
sion, felt, with an intensity, which knows no 
bounds; with an ardour, which knows no 
restraint; with a devotion, which hurries it 
on to sacnfice every thing, all it diouU 
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cherish most, to the object which commands 
iL ' Alas ! this is a moment when she will 
'even blame her lover for not snatching from 
her, her peace, her honom*, all a woman can 
cherish as most dear. It is a moment of 
trial, no less cruel to the object of her affec- 
tions, if he possesses any feeling or remorse, 
than to herself; when, frequently, both are 
Tilled, headlong, to indiscretion, which they 
shall, dearly, rue, for many a bitter hour of 
iuture regret. 

What, cannot, in time, be done with the 
female heart, where fondness is awakened ? 
At first, by stealthy and timid degrees, it is 
drawn nearer, and nearer, to the object of its 
regani, and, at length, precipitately, surrenders 
itself up, his prize. What will not constant 
attention, painful assiduity, solicitous and 
anxious tenderness, on the part of a lover, at 
last, effect? With what rewards will not an 
endearing, imploring'' address, ultimately, 
crown Iris toil ? Nor- is the reward, fire- 
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qnently, long, withheld from him. ft, too 
often, meets his advances half-way, and, ere 
he has come up to close in the encounter, 
resigns itself, his captive. . 

Alas ! what I have been saying, is the 
prelude to what I, scarcely, dare confess, the 
inexhaustible source of all the misery, which, 
to the present hour, has p? eyed upon my soul. 
Let me be suffered to spare myself the 
agonies of detail. Let me not be required to 
represent all the anguish^ all the penitence, all 
the shame, all the reproach, which remorse, 
the most harrassing and bitter, unremittingly 
and unspaiingly, condemns me to endure* 
Let pity be mingled with indignation, and 
mercy be extended towards the sufferings, 
awakened by contrition! Let the wound, 
which has goaded me to madness, be per- 
mitted to fester in its natural virulence, with- 
out the wanton addition of gall, or the bitter- 
ness of repn»ch, to sharpen, to a more intense 
acutenesSj the sensibility of its tortures. 
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But, from my own woes, to turn to those 
of her who partook in them, with me — 

The fatal, the irrevocable step, which the 
impetuosity of passion had urged, beyond the 
power of reclaim, had been taken ; and then^ 
what a cloud of misery succeeded to the 
delusive brilliancy of a rapturous dream ! 
What a cold, forbidding, sicUening waste of 
desolation spread itsdf before the achtpg, 
despairing vision of the mind. O God ! it is 
too agooiziqg a recollection to support 

Where was, now, to be found the peace of 
mind, the unsullied temperament of cheerful- 
ness, the consciousness of purity, and the 
happy confidence of .untainted honour ? All, 
all were forfeited. Disgust, melancholy, 
shame, rage, grief, despair had succeeded 
to them, and were.the harpies, which preyed 
upon the soul. Where wgs now the smile of 
innpcence, and cheerfulness? It had fled, 
before the languish of regret, had given pla(^ 
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to the bitter ie^, which spoke the zmgi^ish of 
theheaity 

The veight of woe, which . pr^ed upoii 
laura's spirits, bad so powerful an effect upon 
her, that her strengjth, gradually, became 
more aivd more feeble. She was incapable 
Qf benefiting by npurishment; her firame, 
once, so sprightly and graceful, wa3 bowed* 
down, by languor, and depression; the 
pallid hue of sickliness overspread cheeks, 
gnce, radiant, with the blossom pf traxxspar^nt 
health and beauty; her voice too, heretofore,. 
sf> melodious and clear, could, scarcely^ 
^nd utterance, in ajccents, weak, fult^ring,. 
and choked by tears. 

I urged, to ber, with all my .eairne^ess, 
the necessity of fortitucle, in keeping up hef 
spirit, in ez«deavoiuing to regain her strength 
ajid appeairance of composure, if not of he^th, 
before the Cgloners return. I told her, that 
I only waited for the close of my ezaminatioii- 
It Oxlotdp to ask her^ of her fatl^er^ \W^9!:: 
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diately, \a majrriage. My whole doquence, 
my whole ingenuity was exerted, with all the 
te&demess, which love and grief could 
inspire, to induce her not to reject consola* 
tion ; and I cheered her, widi the prospect of 
the many happy moments^ wbidi we might 
look forward to passing m die enjoyment of 
each other's society. 

But, a heart, so suscej^ble, so sensible as 
Laura's, was unaUe to divest kself of the 
burthen^ with which the ^nsciousness of 
shame had weighed it down. It was, in vain, 
she attempted to rouse herself from the 
desponding air of lethargy, which grief had 
thrown over her frame ; or to call forth a 
smile to play upon the lip, which quivered 
with the ever constant thought of her distress. 
« « • • 

I was obliged to take my departure, before 
the return of the Colonel, with a renewal of 
my exhortations, to her, to forget the effect of 
the mere thoughttessness pf an imguarded 
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moment of uncontrolable ardour; again, I 
directed her view to the sight of future con- 
tentment and h^piness, and left her» heart- 
broken at the contemplation of her misery. 
Execrated by my self-reproach, asharrassed, 
as emaciated, as worn down, with grief and, 
remorse as she was; well could I feel, how 
unavailable were all my ai^uments to restore 
peace of mind, to her heart, when no efforts 
cbtddefirditi c6nsola6oh to my own. 

The excuseis'lS^^heridtered appearance, on 
her father's return, were to be, an attack of 
fever, wijth $pa)»ns, . foi: a}l which, the pl^ysi- 
Qsn wiio tttteaded rher,' in this, in iti odgin, 
heaiti^i^kidSng Wbckery of comp'hihti 'had 
reason to give W full credit. Alas ! what it 
had been, 8t first» resolved on to assume, 
now, in reality, Qxed itself upon her, and 
become too seriofisly tsqe, ' - 

Her Luther, on his reti^m, found jieri9a 
mcstdao^erous state of fever^ ofwhich| be, 
Side, apprehended the cause. 



Digitized by 



Google 



COllFESSIOfNS OF 



6hap. xdl 



tomsquMATibn op fim msumoB 
BVEZfTFoii HisroRr* 



O! tibloQ eternal moVer of tke heavaii» 
Look with a geotle eye upon likia Wretelk ! 
O! beat away the busy, meddUi^ fiend. 
That lays strong siege unto this wretches sonly 
Andy firoiA liisr bosom, i^Uge tills blabk daspait ! 
Sbakbspbar. 



tt die dead tfaaA a!ive« I liasten^d back» to 
die maytrsatft snatched up my books, and, 
as far as my distraction of miud would allow 
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iati paid tediattenbOD to ikem, as the urgenf 
oeoenil^ of the morntni deiaiaiicted ; altfabugfi 
jt was^ wAi difficiAlyt extxntddf and okdy by 
^anditarta^ 

. Thk xna^ kodeeiy a cfuel hodr of triaL 
Ify 8^^011^ of jnind, andinteiise exertion, to 
huiry^ into tte small compass of four wiieks; 
the appitcaSioD, which woiild h&ve wdt, been 
distribute vfpon the' labours of as niany 
moBiis^ fpfoduced such an effe^ upon my 
brain, as, nearly, drove me to madness. For 
•omf d^fSy I was thrown in<o a btirnfiig fever 
of d^liiium) ^d had, seaivdy* escaped, from 
its most^ violent effects, when I t^as hurried 
before my in^pusitois, to nieet the ordeal of 
»Taminatkai. Fevir, I sbonld thmk, have 
«ver borne the brubt of dudi a trial, under 
circumstSHi^!^ mtife diilrQsnng* 

The morning, .whidi liberated me, from 
the achook» saw me hasfen away» ibr ^be 
apo^ where dl mj hopes and fears were' 

VOL. in. AA 
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centeied; whiiheraadie waatibfvtmfiQi^ 
aU the bitteines 4if my ranoraft iras #Mattii 

Eveiy thii^ mis dwk, - mJ ^niiwil^ m l 
approached the unhappy scene^. «HmIi hisl 
witnessed the [Atigreai^ aiid» afan! 4h» son- 
^ummatiQB of my paaskm. ThadpQM* of 
the windoiistreie aH doted* Kotadomeiftie 
i^pearedtobestlmnSiiniUpiuiiielB, The 
bustle of aetioa was suspendod* • No imo6 
nlutodiheear. cAUwaattiU^ aad lifelea^ 
and obecote. 

Bfy heart 'flunk wkfam me* Mf hand 
tienibled^atllaidkoiithebelt to aummoii 
someone^ to gi^ me admittance* I shudU 
deredatdiedioagbiofwhat Imi^ hear, or 
what fltieAea inigbt ke trnx]^- heibie my 
^yes. My imeeblmoekftd logatfier^ and ft 
was, with difBoui^y I conMalatt^ Mi|ipuilttl 
l^y thepiyats^fdifepoilm* 
, AttogOiylhedooif was nfmnA, nel, im 
wai, 4kftl)!b «iii4«ild]||f^ by tteteid<ir« 
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fioiiipl» «eft»e^ SMtiMeraiit; but feebly, 
VMltNmqloiiil^ bsriiiedow, ftos^ fii^en of 

: QpodCM! IttdakQed^ what can be the 
maniiigofdiaittf "Mime,! beseech you, 
ifbat mean thoae dosed, aiid daiken^ 
-moiknn, tiibair tt aottode awl sonowful 
"wwartwn?* -Is ' n ^ 

IdrndoDtadrif CSolondCawdorewasat 
Imie. AB|NMrofaitiimhtioBhadleftme, 
andi bust into tcoia. 

The qpprehenaoQ of the fEsasters, which 
my aiuid presaged, was, for a whHe, 
sHerialcd; and the hopes, which had suak 
in «iy bieatf, were ^ain j^wakened, when I 
msinfarmed, by the old woman, that the 
ftnfly had gone to a wataing place, at no 
1*# gleat Aitoce, where it had now been, 
ftr three weeks, on accoont of the health of 
Bisi t&\iriote» Any flung, further, she 
ins iMievto ^ifamiinicate to me, except, 
wliM ihe flight have spared, Aat she had 
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,be«H.left in ekftig^ ofr At howte,' di«ng^«i0 
abseiipe of tte f^Mi^y, tod; havh^ entered'k, 
OQ the evening, the ^eryanibi went'suittfy whte 
..all the sl^uttMS of the howe.haAib^dkited, 
she had ijiot ,cated, ai she ibalkd it» lor open 
them, dnocu . t . 

Tboi^b it was 9^.oAOTri8eixiipgKfliit» yet 
it was satisfactory, to »«, thtt the cinsfe of 
«the apprdiensions, awafe^oM^ ttthegt^imy 
appeaiaa^ce of the I^mae, wasonly ihat, which 
this old woman had communieated to iae. 
. Before I htt^ed away, to regain the 
pref ^nce of my dear Laura, at Ghektokim^ i 
could not re^ visitii^ a little ^partmeot, 
which had l^eei^ h^ favourite sittio^-TOom. 
p, Rooked put, upon the back of the park, m 
^hich the house was situated, and ooniniaaded 
a beautiful prosp^ of woody biOB, of da)^' 
and of water. ' ' 

I toTQ epen tbe shutteis, which debarred 
i^e from the scene of so mai^ fond, and 
beait<>rending recollections.' Th^: was her 
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J9le,ii9t^f)iehM Ipftiu There waslbe 
volume ot^fToxk i^M'^fmf ^ the pwi, 
mli^te .4ie M -^iMPtmiied tap^usul. I 

lifleiimidiitgaliogeliier* 

ffriNM»rtf1be''Mie, Is oMrtftK ll>i« ^'■^ lo^^ 
Tei,.it WQaJpTe, tmchangeabl^ QBcbang'd, 
Teh, b«t for ooe, from whom he never raog^*4- 

' • " ' • • • 

# # • ♦ 

.r I 

.Piis room* I recollect, she had deserted, 
' some f^ys, l)efore my departure, at the time, 
which cqo^enced th^ miseries of that— yes! 
apodefls apul. 

Butlhafe dwelt enough, on thispainM 
fdhject, hefore.^ 

Every thing app^red, to have lemairod, 
exactly, as^ it had beei^ left, frqin that 
moment Not a hook, not ^ drawing, nor 
jnfltrumeQty nor piece o^ music, nor a single 
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aitide of toniture had been distuAed. Her 
prwaceivas recced to me, in eveiy tilings 
upon whiph I turned my eyes. The hand, 
winch laid the opened book upon the table, 
was befixe me; die eyes, which moistened^ 
with tenderness, at the beauties, it contabed, 
or sparkled with pleasure, derived froim 'that 
music, whose sounds yet vibrated on my jBar^ 
I could, scarcely, help* persuading myself^ 
tl)at she was $till present, that we were still 
enjoying the delights of poetry, or music* or 
converse^ in each other*s company. Alas! 
' I was but cherishing an idea, firom which I 
awakened to a painful, distracting reali^. 

She was absent, inde^; but there, above 
the mantle piece, smiled the semblance of her 
features. 



ncKfifi Vtya^, «Ti^o{, aXoiJbpOfj^ 
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I could have kaelt down, and prayed, to 
die portrait,, for forgiveness, its aspect looked 
' 80 benignly, from the canvass, upon me. I 
^ raised myself, on a chair, and kissed those 
dear lips, whose (»%ina]s, 1 had, so often, 
pressed to mine; and hung over those lovely 
lineaments, till I. was obliged toltear mysdf 
fromthem. . 

' like Dido, I j^pld have immolated myself 
^ foe Very grief, on the spot, at the sight of all 
the traces, which wtf6 around me, of her I 
loved, when the vaimffy queei^** 

lliacas vestes Botnmque cobile 
Cpnspexit, paulum lacrym|fs, et mente i^oratft 
^Dcabuitque toro, dixitqne oovissima verba« 

Hope gave me strength, to support ray 
spirits, and added impulse, to the dispatch, 
with which, I hastened to reach Cheltenham. 

As I entered the place, the melancholy, 
funersd toll of a bell, made my heait flutter, 
and chilled my blood, within me. I, quickly. 
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leavied the place -of i>>y uncieTs teadmoe. 
ItumabopM^ vluol^JpokeduEqEitheliine? 
walk, I, ioBtoBlly* tt^p^sed thidier. The 
jypeannoe, iwthwlyfihil ?*«?»*«* me, n;^ 
jKit moie cheering tbui Oat «f the abode in 
Bohyahire, ivhiehl hadjuatl^; yet Impe 
IttdBolfliAiKioDediftew. I entered Oe gate 
of die garden, before the hpnse. Hope,atiB, 
VBBtaiDedme. Ihnedped^Htftedoor. Hope 
bad not, dien, fledliKmime. lenlered. | 
aamr none^ibiil femafaa, iM in moumioji, 
with aorrow-etreamHf^i^Wi ..Hope, inatally 
deserted me, and I fel], senseless, on the 

floor. 

• • '• ♦ 

When I had come to myself I wa^ 
infonned of all, whidi I had read, in the 
looks, and caniag^ of the mponiful train, 
which mirroanded me. Laura, I can, witl^ 
difficulty, write thename, :fbrny tean^ the 
atieDgthof Unnahadif fiomthetime of ber 
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hfrival^ gradually wasted. The decays benestk 
which she drooj^ed, became more and more 
tcmfiraied.' The spring of life was ediausted! 
33ie bell^ wliioh'smole upon my ears, witha 
chilly'asif hkidbeenmy own sunmons to 
thegiave» had, lAdeed, tolled over her.oorpBe, 
as it deseended into the eaith : overdue con- 
summatok of her .x>hseqi2k9 ! . 
/ This . waii: iooi much . for jjae to bear. I, 
^ame^tly^) . jand unfeignedly, bdieve, the 
drapetc^- a^gnish of my soul, would have 
driven me to instant self-destruction, had I 
not been roused, from the transp(»ts of my 
gtjef, by the recoUeotion diat I had ndt yet 
asked concerning her father. I was in the 
ftfiouse, ^hicb he tenanted, yet I had not seen 
him. Heavens! what new'theme of misery 
was I destined.to deplore ! 

The women, upon my encjuiries, answered 
me that the Colonel had gone up, to his bed- 
room, about three hours since, in order, asf 
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^ She iveadfrfanL tut iben »«[cliide4 ere I 
wpha^fgnmmf Mrtf dsni bmiiiifeiiq;> die 
*im^ guided,. «9 »amLitf biwfticft^ to^^ diA 

^J«y.Ckldf; yQiit«8tim.di4dtadJtteV%» 
mel Notall,wHic)i9oeMkat«k3dciCAei«»T 
db soDy^roibiag i^Knt that hoirid spectacle^ 
fvincbisi bem tli& doueqiieiioe of incest, 
9^^: oftheyotit^ ^fjia. iqliliotal^ 
«y^ .lh(s mai^kd cpij^ of bis betiotbedt* 
per oCftbeMOfificeiOf 4»i^ oa witnesamg the 
fytoiDSWbj6dtAhmx, pvpseQtedli««li^ 

,. Theve,:<«ai&b^» iwaaJyingtbeper^onof 
hims l SQMg^wdterin^in'Uood; IhehaiMb 
clenched, and the kpe^^betil iip» as indicative 

t HiBmo»--3op1lQclet A^MS^ne^ 
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ttf the-hoirkl mvgj^ elS emnMcsi. In 
'the fight hvid, was grasped a ikmfe, with 
mitAwaasfinp^rtai g^astljr wopads had 
bteii inflicted, OK Ae breast and thraitt'a 
stream of Vbydk, fdotted bloodlnirtidied'ffbtn 
the HHNilfa.*,. 

But iriqr should I eoDtiini&thed^Malttto 

of a ttgfat of so mtich horror? Ifave I 

, ftnTtifiude, snfficieail' to< A]{qpoit9tte^ 'j^iougfi so 

drtodful: axictail ? In pityifo my sufferings, 

J^ H!igr feiiUicr iatQtknof itbcis^aB^. 

Ltnmt yety faowcTer, »^ leasts * smnmon 

' foirtilbde enbugjh, lo'8^>p<ttt merto^the ^lose 6f 

this >panM chapter^ trhieh I could wiffingly, 

haire laft, interrupted, here. 

' k appeared, fioma paper, wliich hadbeen 

left for me, in my lamented, much-iijurcd 

'.imoleVlilsiKi^wfilng, Jhat it had been the 

.dbgect'of^his ftndest <wish^ one, to the 

iBccomplishmei^Nif whirfi, ' lie''looked ferwaid, 

witb'faDpetisice^^^h&t- an affiance should have 

Uken fk«e» tatwee&lus daughter and me. 
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. It W9S the^c^i^^ta^deBffe, ^cb bsiihtfiBbBd, 
next. 1m heaA* The hope ofl fteebig ^llis 
£unily pefpefctaled* mine,' was iievev tkSittfi 
tQqiut hid mind, for aiki<iBieQt> < Wi^ ^ 
viesRf, be hadsbtded, onme^ ,all tUdpcopei^^ 
which he possessed^ providing, further, that it 

. ahoidd d^sc«tid.to.iiQrcUldfeii, a^ me* 
.vJhe cai|8ie..^.<h9i' sad and rapid decease, 
was never imparted, to het iathec, hy Laura, 
and she diedi with the disastrous 6eci^ dose 
locked, : in her. h0^,^ whidi^i^e, i^ently, 
lireaihed |;Mr yow^, .mid her i^emorae^ td her 
Maker* .,]$w99JK)t, hQwever, long, befe^ 
the tale pf . her .w<^ ^m i^veialed to her 
wretched parent, .Thtare wem. too many 
memorials, which, pl^iidy; teooorded i£^ to 
the penetrj^t jng perception of a fether. i . . v 
Some litttle; thi|^ ihe reccdleoCian..«f 
whi^hyj^i^e hist; illnes$». had escaped her, 
it matters not what ^theywesQ^ whiefagbehad 
recetved^fkua mei;;C(Hi^irm^» aijtepgih, the 
su^picioQ,; which ii^ ^^spgbt I^ad-i^akBiied, 
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luffcied 1|8I!)> iotsovi to jjfNy wpttk h/gtp 
BMraoqf.Bipi migiQQig^ -oonniiMf to ner own 

4k« Q«T0r tot4 liar tor^i 
Bat let cencenlmeati like a wonn T OM 1«^ 
. foed oalieir damtfik ciiee|. 



Bofwever, the 8tpiy» which she dared i)ok 
relate^ wa» destined, at last, p be divulged. 
The sboek, which thi^ discovery occesI%me^ 
to die feelings qf my .uncle, ivas top viole^ity 
lbr,him» to withstand. It 9tuna«4.hiii^ as it 
weie, beyond the power of recovery* Ths 
agony of ^mind, in which he wds, at once^ 
ul^wifaedy deprived him, shortly, of his 
nMm: HOC, Jiowever, befixe he had iip^ 
-lliaided me, in the bitter writtng^ which he 
laft, for his hopes frostiated, Ms peace of mjnd 
dsitrsyed»and his honour and his bappness 
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wrefeted fjom him, in the Violajdoh of that bf 
>i$'(bi]ghteri Asthe penalty for |hi% he ab-^ 
juir^.alloQi^ecliQo widime, and what^ at one 
fmB, be had «Qiigbt, with sp much eagemesB^ 
he loathedy and turned away from, ' . with 
abhorrence and disgust The memory of all 
tie^ of frienMip, by which he had b^eiv linked 
to* me, he dissolved. All declarations of affec- 
tion for me, he revoked; every testimony of 
his regard, which he had bequeathed me, he 
teclaimed; every provision, he rescinded^ 
He consigned me to the endless and agonizing 
pangs of remorse ; to an existence of affile* 
tion, ever aggravated hy the incessant 
reproaches of conscience. He left me the 

bitCemejls of his curse. 

« # # « 

•« . # ♦" * • 

My feelings will so^rcely permit me to tell 

pf any thing, in which I may have been con- 

^erni^^ from the period of the events, just 

related, up to that of the completipn pf my» 
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career, at the university*. In fact, I have 
little, else, to tell, unless it were to repeat 
the unremitted distress of mind, which I 
endure, the grief, the shame, the self-detesta- 
tion, with which I am harrassed ; the peni- 
tence, which weighs down my soul; unless I 
were to confess that there is not a morning, in 
which, 1 rise, nor an evening, in which, I go 
to rest (not to rest, indee^}^ .which I do not 

hope may be my last* 

♦ * * * 

* « « « 

In a word, at parting, to those, for whose 
benefit or amusement, as it may happen, 
these pages have been written. — They have 
been presented with the catastrophe, which 
idleness had begun, and evil has ended* If 
they are wise, though they may not^ perhaps^ 



« The Author mnst aDndeto some term which 
it FSB neoesMury he Bhonld keep, anbiequeat to 
the period of his ezaminatioii^-fD. 



Digitized by 



Google 



gB4 flOIIFB9nOH« OF 

have escaped tbe prindple of the e^ Aiff 
nill yet take precaitioii, in tim^ and ihiQi 
tlie <^ce of infiarriog fl^ leao^ 






THQENp. 




Prioted and faUbMI^ J« J, SMfX|iAL% 
S^OfSera Coloaaade. 



^ O'Hf 
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